
About our approach

Post-communist transformation still underway (since 1989) • Prevailing 
naive epistemology (teaching the „truth“ about the past) • Rigid 
textbooks and class instructions (narrating stories, extensive facts) • 
Competence-based curricula with German Historical Consciousness 
(Geschichtsbewusstsein) as a key concept (since 2007) •  Gap 
between theory and its applications (historical competencies and 
historical consciousness not clearly defined and operationalized; their 
presence in decentralized school curricula mostly decorative)  •  
Teachers distrust theory (theory “too far” from school practice
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International discourse • Constructivists Pedagogy • Historical Thinking 
• The Big Six Historical Thinking Concepts, Reading like a Historian, 
International Baccalaureate History, The Australian History Curriculum 
• Inquiry-Based Learning • Memory Studies • Digital Media Revolution • 
Geschichtskultur • Linking practice and theory (Fred A. J. Korthagen)

A History Textbook for the 21st Century’s model of historical literacy 
has been developed in collaboration with a broad consortium of 
partners, including historians, teachers, media theorists, web 
designers, and a textbook publisher. 

Isn’t paper a “dead medium” for the textbook? • Is it necessary to create a definitive and flawless 
theory of historical education? • How can we translate didactic theory into the teachers’ and 
students' language to make sure they understand what they are doing and why? • If students 
should get engaged with sources, shall we completely eliminate a synthetic textbook narrative? 
• How can we help students think above the level of a particular activity or chapter? 
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scratching beneath the surface of the source • generating hypotheses • 
asking questions • putting sources in order • changing perspectives • 
discussing • looking around • getting creative • searching for key details
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Proof of Concept – We look at historical literacy as more than a static 
model. We understand it as an iterative process, in which theory is proven 
useful for teachers and students through piloting sessions with the textbook 
chapters and HistoryLab activities. The model is still evolving. 

Historical Inquiry
HistoryLab.cz inquiry process skills
Evidence (Seixas et al.)
Sourcing, corroboration, contextualization, close reading (SHEG)
Skills (IB History, The Australian History Curriculum) 
Metacognition

Historical Thinking Concepts
– Causes and Consequences
– Continuity and Change
– Historical Perspectives
– Relationship to the past 
    (Significance, Judgement, Ethical dimension, 
    Understanding memory practices)
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Analytic tools

What are we dealing with? 

More about the textbook 
on the second page

HistoryLab.cz
inquiry process skills

60 acitivities 

with 14 500+ student's results

44 Textbook chapters (one year testing)
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Magnifier
Drawing
Highlighting text

Marking points
Analytic table
and many more... 
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partners

www.dejepis21.cz/eng             Jaroslav Najbert et al             j.najbert@historylab.cz
What are we dealing with?

Analytic tools

Interdisciplinarity of the team

Influence & Inspiration

Czech History Education Environment

HistoryLab.cz inquiry process skills

Czech Intersections
A History Textbook for 21st Century



        Concept-based chapters
Each chapter concentrates on 
one - second order - historical 
thinking concept.

       Inquiry question
The 45’ lesson deals with one 
precisely formulated question. 
Assessment criteria included in a 
Teacher’s book.

Example of a skillbuilder chapter dealing with the impact of 
digital media on remembering the Holocaust. Primary 
sources include Yolocaust, the Auschwitz Memorial’s Twitter 
post, or Tripadvisor’s recommendation. Some chapters 
concentrate on skill building activities dealing with the 
mediality of various sources (poster, photograph, memorial, 
movie, family memory, public memory)

 

        Primary sources 
Each source expands conceptual 
thinking. The inquiry is supported by 
detailed instructions and self-evalua-
tion tools for students in a workbook. 
Context for the primary sources is 
included in a Teacher’s book.

        Task questions

Should have he kneeled?
The open source digital application o�ers 60+ activities. It is still a prototype. 
Completed results are evidence of students’ historical thinking. The activities are 
categorised by second order concepts and HistoryLab inquiry process skills words. 

Primary sources
- Analyses of major sources; 
additional sources bring 
more historical context.

Inquiry question
- Activities generally named 
with a question - “Should 
have he kneeled?”

Developed analytic tools
Sca�olding - Each slide 
o�ers one step in an 
inquiry process

        HistoryLab
Each chapter o�ers a HistoryLab.cz 
exercise. Some are compulsory, 
some are additional homework 
activities. 

        Evocation 
Each chapter starts with an 
evocative picture. Some reflect 
current issues related to memory 
practices and the use of the past. 
Textbook narrative reduced.


