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Zum Vortragenden

[bookmark: _GoBack]Prof. Simon Batterbury holds the inaugural Chair of Political Ecology at Lancaster University, UK, which now leads the European POLLEN political ecology network. He is a human-environment geographer with research on sustainable livelihoods, land tenure and impacts of development in the West African drylands (Burkina Faso, Niger) and in Asia-Pacific (New Caledonia, Timor-Leste). He has a PhD from Clark University (USA), and taught at Brunel and the LSE in London, Colorado and Arizona, Oxford and latterly Melbourne.   

Zum Inhalt

There is a geography of the everyday, well away from universities, journals, and conferences. It is all around us, the dizzying collision of anthropogenic assaults on nature and complex patterns of environmental change. Four case studies situated in ‘marginal places’ in West Africa, East Timor and New Caledonia, illustrate these complexities and develop a way to understand what is happening in some remote corners of the world. These places are almost never compared, and general lessons emerge about human ingenuity, development paths, conflict and resistance, and environmental outcomes.  It is a scholarly challenge and a professional obligation to increase understanding of the political ecology of marginal places, as public attention in Europe is so closely focused on environmental issues.
