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Zum Vortrag 

There is much argument about the effect of the 1989 transformation of social exclusion. The key 

question is, whether the social processes after 1989 reproduced the inequalities and division lines 

which did exist in Polish society under socialism, or whether it created new categories of the excluded. 

There is undoubtedly much continuity in the structures of Polish society, both in geographical and in 

stratificational terms, which can be shown to reach centuries back. On the other hand, the 

transformation also made Poland a part of international political and economic structures, connecting 

the country to the broader problem agendas of the global, capitalist and democratic world. In my talk 

I will review the effect of the processes of continuity and change on the map of the relations of 

exclusion in Poland. I will use the theoretical model of the established and the outsiders developed by 

Norbert Elias and John L. Scotson to combine the analysis of the three dimensions of exclusion (the 

proxemic, the symbolic and the institutional one) with the discussion of new and old mechanisms for 

creating, maintaining and contesting the social division in Poland.   
 

Zur Vortragenden 

Marta Bucholc works at the Faculty of Sociology of the University of Warsaw. From 2015 through 

2020 she was research professor at Käte Hamburger Centre for Advanced Studies „Law as Culture“ at 

the University of Bonn. She is Fellow of the Imre Kertesz Kolleg, Jena, and Associated Researcher 

(chercheuse associée) at the Centre de recherche en science politique, Université Saint-Louis 

Bruxelles. She was Visiting Bye-Fellow of Selwyn College, University of Cambridge, Bronisław 

Geremek Fellow of the Institute of Human Sciences in Vienna, as well as a visiting professor at the 

universities of Graz and Saint-Louis Bruxelles. She graduated in sociology, philosophy and law, and 

she obtained her habilitation (2014) and her Ph. D. (2006) in sociology at the University of Warsaw. 

Her research focus is sociology of law and historical sociology. She is the principal investigator in a 

research project “National habitus formation and the process of civilization in Poland after 1989: a 

figurational approach” funded by Polish National Science Centre (2020-2025). 
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