
Detecting Price Anomalies Indicative of Antitrust 
Violations with Unsupervised Machine Learning
Computational Antitrust uses computational methods in the context of competition law. One aim is 
to detect (possible) antitrust violations, most prominently bid rigging, in data. An understudied 
antitrust violation is resale price maintenance, where manufacturers set and enforce a mandatory 
resale price for vendors. The aim of the master thesis is to apply unsupervised machine learning 
methods to identify manufacturer anomalies in price variation using panel data of washing machine 
prices in Austria. A suitable dataset of 1M+ prices from Austrian vendors over 3 months is provided.
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