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Follow

ing an invitation by the Islam
ic University Gaza (IUG), the Departm

ent of Sociology at the Universi-
ty of Graz (Uni Graz) began Academ

ic Partnership w
ith the overall objective to enhance w

om
en’s em

pow
-

erm
ent and gender equality in Gaza. The objective w

ill be achieved through educational, research and 
institutional capacity developm

ent, aim
ing at the establishm

ent of W
om

en’s & Gender Studies Centre 
at IUG. The Centre w

ill provide a know
ledge and m

aterial resource base to create pre-conditions for an 
M

A program
m

e in W
om

en’s & Gender Studies and to m
ediate outreach to the non-university com

m
u-

nity. Key project activities include:
>

  Staff developm
ent by m

eans of a one-year online postgraduate m
odule in Interdisciplinary  

Gender Studies for IUG students and faculty. The IUG participants w
ill m

eet Uni Graz students  
in a virtual classroom

.
>

  Curriculum
 developm

ent, including a) M
A courses in W

om
en’s and Gender Studies at IUG;  

b) an English and Arabic-language reference library;  
c) a reform

 of the IUG course “Hum
an Rights”. 

>
  Research cooperation on “M

irror M
A theses”. Students from

 IUG and Uni Graz w
ill w

ork parallel  
to each other on sim

ilar topics, but w
ith different approaches and disciplinary backgrounds.

>
  Establishm

ent of a W
om

en’s and Gender Studies Centre as a resource hub for the university  
and extra-university com

m
unities. 

>
  Com

m
unity outreach focused on capacity building. The Centre w

ill include higher education  
actors and w

om
en’s organizations in Gaza in its activities and offer training m

odules.
>

  Public lectures at IUG and Uni Graz aim
ed at w

om
en’s groups, higher education institutions,  

governm
ent adm

inistration and the general public.

The project is funded by APPEAR, a program
m

e of the Austrian Developm
ent Cooperation.

Coordinating Institution
Islam

ic University Gaza, Departm
ent of 

Psychology (Prof. Sanaa Aboudagga)

Partner Institution
University of Graz, Departm

ent of Sociology 
(Prof. Libora Oates-Indruchová)
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