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According to the fifth assessment report of the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate

Change(“IPCC”), Climate Change can be defined as “[A] change in the state of the

climate that can be identified (e.g., by using statistical tests) by changes in the mean

and/or the variability of its properties and that persists for an extended period,

typically decades or longer. Climate change may be due to natural internal processes or

external forces such as modulations of the solar cycles, volcanic eruptions and

persistent anthropogenic changes in the composition of the atmosphere or in land use"

Article 1(2) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate

Change(“UNFCCC”), provides a shorter definition of Climate Change

and outlines that it includes: “[A] change of climate which is attributed

directly or indirectly to human activity that alters the composition of

the global atmosphere and which is in addition to natural climate

variability observed over comparable time periods.”

An  established legislative framework such as a Sustainable Development Model Law would better enable Supranational

Insitutions to guide and address development concerns, for example those regarding climate change, trade and health. For

long-term and lasting sustainable development there must be a suitable legislative framework that addresses developmental

concerns and fosters internal development within a continental framework
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The bridge between Supranational and National : Sustainable Development Model Law 

Godfrey explains that: “The Model Law contains non-

mandatory provisions that provide a model for policy-

makers to adopt into national legislation at their discretion.”  

What is a Model Law? Elements for a Proposed Model Law:

Legislative Reform at an Supranational Level

The United Nations resolution: “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Development” (“Agenda 2030”), contains a United Nations centred

vision for Sustainable Development. Within Agenda 2030, the agenda is

described as:

[A] plan of action for people, planet and prosperity. It also seeks to strengthen

universal peace in larger freedom […] The 17 Sustainable Development Goals

and 169 targets which we are announcing today demonstrate the scale and

ambition of this new universal Agenda […] They are integrated and indivisible

and balance the three dimensions of sustainable development: the economic,

social and environmental.
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Legislative Reform at an International Level

Despite setbacks from COVID-19, preliminary data show global greenhouse gas

emissions increased in 2020. The past six years, 2015–2020, are likely to be the

six warmest on record. Climate change puts the achievement of many SDGs at

risk. In order to limit warming to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels as called for in

the Paris Agreement, global efforts would need to reach net zero CO2 emissions

globally around 2050.

As of 31 March 2021, 125 of 154 developing countries are undertaking measures

for national adaptation plans (NAPs) and are prioritizing formulation and

implementation of NAPs in their adaptation efforts. Six LDCs (including three

SIDS) and additional four SIDS have completed a NAP. More LDCs have a draft

NAP and are on track to complete and submit these in line with the vision of all

LDCs having their NAPs by 2021. 


