
Short Biography 

Hubert Isak was born in 1955 and studied law at the University of Graz where he graduated 
(PhD) in 1978. In 1979/80, he studied in Paris. Professor Isak was assistant at the Institute of 
International Law and International Relations from February 1978 to 2002. From 1992 
onwards, Professor Isak was assigned to the Institute for European Law which he helped to 
install. He was associate director of this Institute from 1997-1999 and from 1999-2002 and 
has been director of the Institute for European Law since October 2003. 

In 1985/86, Isak was assigned to the Austrian Federal Ministry for Foreign Affairs where he 
worked in the Department for International Law. He was member of the Austrian delegation 
at the UN Conference on the Right of Treaties between States and International Organisations 
and between Intrenational Organisations (1986). In 1995/96, Professor Isak was the first 
Austrian to be awarded the Jean Monnet professorship for the law of the European Union. 

Isak gives lectures at the Danube University Krems and at the Diplomatic Academy of 
Vienna. He has also given numerous lectures in Hungary, Poland, Slovenia, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Croatia and Serbia. Professor Isak is member of the Austrian Association of 
International Law, board member of the Austrian Association of European Law and of the 
ECSA/Austrian Branch. Isak is also member of the advisory board for European law at the 
Austrian Federal Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 

In 1996, Isak was promoted to professor for International Law and European Law. In his 
thesis for his postdoctoral lecture qualification he wrote on „The European Legal Area. Legal 
Developments in the spell of European Integration” which analysed the differentiated 
structure of integration within the European Union and the graded form of participation 
especially by countries from Central and Eastern Europe.  

Professor Isak’s main research interests lie within the institutional and constitutional issues of 
the European Union, questions at the boundaries of European and International law and the 
foreign relations of the European Union (under special consideration of the enlargement and 
the relations with the countries of South Eastern Europe). 


