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EDUCATION 

Christina Seewald studied law in Graz and South Africa, at the Karl-Franzens University (KFU) and 

Stellenbosch University. She now holds a diploma degree in law of the KFU and is specialised in 

international law and international relations. Her thesis dealt with the defence of duress in 

international criminal law and she participated in the European Human Rights Moot Court 

Competition in 2018 and supported the participants of Graz of the 2019 edition as a co-coach in 

Strasbourg.  

 

EXPERIENCE 

Before joining the Institute of International Law and International Relations as a university assistant 

of Prof. Erika de Wet in 2020, Christina worked as a student assistant at the institute from 2017-

2019. She further interned at the Austrian Embassy in Nairobi/Kenya in 2018 and absolved her 

legal court traineeship at various Austrian courts in 2019. She also gained working insights in 

various law firms.  

 

SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS 

Christina received merit-based scholarships of the KFU in 2015 and 2016. In 2019 she was 

awarded 3rd place of overall 286 graduates during 2018/19 of the law diploma programme at the 

KFU. For reaching that position she also received the GRAWE high potential award.  

 

PUBLICATIONS 

For the European Yearbook on Human Rights, Christina wrote in 2019 a review of Temperman, 

Gunn and Evan’s (eds.) “The European Court of Human Rights and the Freedom of Religion or 

Belief – The 25 years since Kokkinakis” and in 2018 a review of Smet and Brem’s (eds.) “When 

Human Rights Clash at the European Court of Human Rights”. Christina further conducted field 

research in Kenya during her time as an intern at the Austrian Embassy in Nairobi and wrote about 

the role of female engagement in the Kenyan Peace Process of 2008, which was published in 

Ursula Werther-Pietsch’s (ed.), Inclusive Peace – Frauen als Akteurinnen in Friedensprozessen.  

 

LANGUAGES 

She is fluent in German (mother tongue) as well as English and proficient in French. 


