217.011 Benedek/Theuermann: 
International Law and EU Human Rights Law, SE, Mo, 16.15-17.45, SR 15.41, A4
S C H E D U L E
Winter term 2015/2016
EU and Human Rights
This semester Engelbert Theuermann, who until September was the head of the EU Council Working Party on Human Rights (COHOM) and before director of human rights in the Austrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs joins us for two block lectures. He is one of the leading experts on human rights globally and in the EU. The lectures also  take place in the context of a large research project on EU internal and external human rights policies (FRAME), which produces a wealth of materials to be used and discussed. 

Start: 9 November 2015
Benedek: Introduction: Universalism and Regionalism in Human Rights Law; The European Human Rights Protection System – the Role of the EU as compared to the Council of Europe and the OSCE;

Challenges to EU Human Rights Law and Policies in a global and regional context 
16 November 2015
Theuermann: The Development of the EU Human Rights Policy

11.00-13.00 (SR 15.33, B3)
- From the beginning to the second Action Plan 2015-2019 and 
14.00-18.00 (SR 15.41)
the development of the institutional settings

- The EU Human Rights policy in multilateral organizations like the United Nations


- The EU Human Rights policy in regional organizations like Council of Europe and OSCE as well as in a bilateral context

23 November 2015
Benedek: Sectoral Policies of the European Union I: (Foreign Policy, Development Cooperation, Trade, Energy Policy) and their Coherence with EU Human Rights Policies
30 November 2015
Benedek: Sectoral Policies of the European Union II: (Asylum and Migration Policy and Border Controls) and their Coherence with EU Fundamental Rights Policies   
7 December 2015
Theuermann: EU Instruments of Human Rights Policy

12.00-18.00
- Brownbag lunch on Challenges of EU Human Rights Policies: Between
(SR 15.41)
enlightenment and self interest


- Human Rights Guidelines with a focus on Human Rights Defenders; focal points and country strategies

- Human Rights Dialogues and Consultations as well Human Rights Clauses 
14 December 2015
Benedek: EU Policies and Support in Favor of (Digital) Human Rights Defenders
11 January 2016 
Benedek: Non-state Actors (NGOs, Business) and EU Human Rights Obligations
18 January 2016 
Benedek: Providing Data for Human Rights Policies: The Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) 

25 January 2016
Benedek: Present and Future Challenges for European Human Rights Policies, in particular the Issue of Coherence

Grading: Your grade will depend on (1) your regular written contributions (reflection papers) during the course and your participation in class; (2) an oral presentation of about 10-15 minutes on one of the topics of part II; and (3) a scientific seminar paper (8-10 pages) on the topic of your presentation. 
