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Wealth taxation: the Algerian and the French experience 
 
Wealth taxation is currently at the heart of debates. It remains contested in its 
principle and its application procedure. In comparative law, the existence of wealth 
tax has known a curious destiny. Many countries have abolished it; others even 
maintained or reintroduced it. Today, economists, lawyers, and politicians discuss 
the opportunity of a tax applied directly on the personal wealth as well as its tax 
nature. Considered as ideological and marginal, and sometimes symbolic and 
solidary, the wealth tax remains a good means of contributive faculties 
apprehension in pursuing tax equity objective. This presentation aims at explaining 
the meaning and the scope of wealth taxation in the light of the Algerian and 
French experiences. 
 
Djalel Maherzi is currently visiting the Department of Tax and Fiscal Law at the 
University of Graz. He is an Associate Professor at the Law Faculty of Algiers 
University. Moreover, he is a consultant to the “Management and Planning Higher 
Institute-ISGP”, Algerian Finance Ministry, where he teaches Public Finance Law to 
finance administrations’ inspectors. Prior to this, he was a lecturer at Jean Moulin 
Lyon University, where he conducted research on Taxation, Public Finance and 
Budgetary Systems, Constitutional Law, and History of Fiscal Thought. During 
October 2014-March 2015, he was a Visiting Scholar at Maxwell School of Public 
Affairs- Syracuse University (USA). He completed his Ph.D. in Public Finance at 
Lyon Jean Moulin University- France- in 2009, and a second Ph. D. in economics 
and finance at Algiers University in 2007. 
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