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EINLADUNG
zum Vortrag

Metakognitive Kurzsichtigkeit

ein groBes Hindernis fiir rationales Denken und
Handeln

von

Prof. Klaus Fiedler, Fachbereich Psychologie, Unive  rsitat Heidelberg

What | have come to call “meta-cognitive myopia”’Nly] using a term once suggested by Robyn
Dawes, is the phenomenon that people are prettyaecin utilizing even large amounts of
stimulus information. However, they are uncritiaad naive regarding the history and validity of
the given information samples. This uncriticalaake on the information given is most
conspicuous when the task context makes it crgdtalr that the stimulus data should not be
trusted. | locate MM within a broader frameworknoéta-cognition research and illustrate the
phenomenon with examples from various researchdmgares. MM offers an alternative account
of many biases in judgment and decision makingclwhiave been traditionally explained in
terms of capacity constraints, limited reasonindjtgbmotivational forces, or severely biased
environmental input. The explanatory power of thigl gbnstruct, and its theoretical potential to
predict new findings, is demonstrated with refegetwcfive paradigms: inability to discard
irrelevant information; utilization of selectivebampled information; conditional inference
biases; sample-size neglect; and myopia for theaingf aggregation levels. The final
discussion is concerned with the learning origihBIM and the question of why evolution did
not equip homo sapiens with more effective metaaitog tools. An analysis of the costs and
benefits will reveal that MM may serve importanaptive functions, and that eliminating MM
may have maladaptive effects. Nevertheless, icdiméext of many real decision problems, the
costs and irrational consequences of MM cannotemged. The final discussion therefore
focuses on possible ways to avoid and alleviate &t its irrational consequences.
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