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Case 1: palaeography 1943 
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Similarity between french and hungarian script 
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Case 2: diplomatics 1950. „The charter must be traited as a 
forgery, for its clumsy script and composition, however the 
beginning L and the seal seems to be genuine... 
Consequently, it is a forged text written on a cleaned 
parchment.”    I. Szentpéteri 
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„Chancery specific” initials 
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"Using motifs, which differ by colour from their context." 
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Intials NOT historisées 
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Diplomataries – search expressions  

Iniziale, [((ver) | (ge)]zierte) | (ausgehobene)*] Anfangs(-[A-Z]) | 
(buchstabe)) 

 iniciálé, (dísz[(es) | (ített)]) | ((kiemelt)* kezdő(( [A-Z]) | (betű))) 

Dynasty Árpád 1000 – 1301 

 Critical list of all royal charters. Regests, in-depth diplomatic analysis. 
 426 initials recorded average: 1,51 / year. 

Dynasty Anjou 1308 – 1387 

 Regests of all charters, actually 1308 – 1352  with some years missing. 
 4 Initials recorded    average: 0,08 / year. 

Dynasty Luxemburg = King Sigismund 1387 – 1437 

 Regests of all charters, actually – 1425. 
 237 initials recorded  average: 6,23 / year. 

search terms:    
 

„initials”, ((„decorated” | „emphasized”) „beginning” ([A-Z] | letter)) 
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Initials recorded in Zsigmond Charter book 1387 – 1425 
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Initials NOT recorded in Zsigmond Charter book 

1413 

1414 
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Vague terminology 
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Interface of DL -DF 
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Interface of DL -DF 
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Interface of DL -DF 
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Interface of DL -DF 
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Interface of DL -DF 
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Interface of DL -DF 
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Interface of DL -DF 
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Interface of DL -DF 
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Interface of DL -DF 
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Interface of DL -DF 
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Interface of DL -DF 
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Vocabulary of searchable terms 
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Problem in the database 
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Kanzlei der Palatine Garai 1375-85, 1402-1433, 1447-58 
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Kanzlei der Palatine Garai 1376-85, 1402-1433, 1448-57 
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Kanzlei der Palatine Garai 1376-85, 1402-1433, 1447-58 
„Amicis suis... 
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Kanzlei der Palatine Garai 1376-85, 1402-1433, 1448-57 
Undecorated initials in charters with hanging seal 
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Palatin Garai I. 1375 – 1385 
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Palatin Garai II. 1402 – 1433 
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Palatin Garai III. 1447 – 1458 
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Initials, 1491 
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(Iudex curiae 1416 - 1437) 
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Old questions – new methods. Ad case 1. 
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Old questions – new methods. Ad case 1/b. 
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Ad case 2: „The charter must be traited as a forgery, for its 
clumsy script and composition, however and the beginning L 
and , only the seal seems to be genuine... 
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Conclusions – propositions 
Typology of initials 
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Conclusions – propositions 
Excerpt from Viktor Kubík's typology of acanth leafs 
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Conclusions – propositions 
Intarsien – marqueterie – 1224 - 1378 
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Conclusions – propositions 
fern - motiv 
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Conclusions – propositions 
Levels of working-out (by the example of nodus) 
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Elaborated, right nodus 
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Sketchy, disfunctional nodus 
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Stylized nodus 
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Symbolic nodus 
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Very rough-and-ready nodus =? „barbed wire” 
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Conclusions – propositions 

1. Typology of initials 

2. Levels of elaboration 

3. Computer view 

4. Auxiliary for palaeography 


