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How to master critical thinking (exclusively for PhD students)  

(Workshop C Tag der Lehre 2022 in cooperation with the University of Limerick) 
 
The online workshop, “How to master critical thinking” on November, 10th will look at the following 
topics:  
 
• What Critical thinking is and what Critical Thinking is not!  
• Critical Thinking in your PhD - Why it is so important  
• Key Critical Thinking Skills in your PhD  
• Hazards to Critical Thinking 
• How to develop critical thinking skills for your PhD 
 
BIOGRAPHY: 
Dr Gerard Downes is Postgraduate Research Development Manager at the University of Limerick (UL). 
He holds a PhD in Political Science from UL. His role involves delivering a range of institutional projects 
aimed at improving the number and quality of postgraduate students on research programmes at UL, 
as well as ensuring that the support structures for research postgraduate programmes are in place and 
at the required level. He supports the development and implementation of PGR training, including 
delivery of the weekly GPS Webinar Series on research skills for PhD candidates. Recently, as part of a 
consortium of eight universities, he led the UL bid for funding under the Horizon Europe Call, 
‘Developing an effective ERA talent pipeline,’ which secured a total of over €1.5 million to enhance 
PhD employability by improving transferable skills training and developing local talent management 
centres. 
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