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Abstract: 
Among the martyrial texts, special attention is to be paid to the hymn 10 of Pru-
dentius’ Peristephanon, which tells in 1140 iambic trimeters the gestures of the 
martyr Romanus from the East. The lecture aims to analyze the representation 
both of the child that is martyrized together with Romanus, and of the child’s 
mother, emphasizing, on the one hand, the principle that God has made all the 
ages capaces virtutum, that is, even children are able to achieve the triumph of 
martyrdom, on the other hand, the maternal contribution to the realization of 
this ideal of holiness. 
 
Vita Isabella D’Auria: 
Isabella D’Auria is doctor of Philosophy in Classical, Christian, Medieval-
Humanistic, Greek and Latin Philology from the Department of Humanities of the 
University of Naples Federico II. She is currently “cultore della materia” at the 
Chair of Ancient Christian Literature of the same university. 

She has participated as research fellow in the FIRB Project 2012 “The Con-
struction of Space and Time in the Transmission of Collective Identities. Religious 
Cohabitations and/or Polarizations in the Ancient World (Ist-VIth cent. CE)”, and 
in the National research project (PRIN 2009) I cristiani e gli altri. Forme letterarie 
del dibattito religioso tra III e VI secolo (2012/2013). Her main research focus 
are the Ancient Christian poetry and the Hagiographic literature of the IV-VI cen-
turies. She has published a monograph regarding the paraphrastic poem, titled 
Alethia, of Claudius Marius Victorius. 
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