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[ THE LECTURE

Biblical trauma studies tend to emphasize the therapeutic dimension of narrative and po-
etic representations of catastrophic events. However, other dynamics that require atten-
tion and are often overlooked are also at work in trauma texts and discourses. Particularly
common among these are mechanisms of self-blame and attribution of responsibility. Such
mechanisms can be observed in the way the psalms of communal lament were included in
Books Il and Il of the Psalter, and “framed” by the redactors within their theological agen-
das. Combining redaction criticism and insights from trauma studies, this lecture shows
how the redactors of Books |l and Ill of the Psalter sought to attribute responsibility for the
Babylonian catastrophe to the entire people of Israel and, in this way, to make sense of the
chaos and the disorientation emerging from the communal laments individually taken.
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