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Deutsch als jüdisches Problem: 
Sprachpolitische Positionen zwischen 1882-1917

In the 19th century, German was associated with Jewish religious reform 
and served as a language of Jewish political and intellectual exchange 
across the diaspora, leading various writers and scholars to consider Ger-
man as a Jewish language. With the emergence of Jewish nationalism, 
Central European Jews confronted the question of how to define their 
relation to Hebrew and Yiddish, and, as a consequence, to German. This 
lecture will present several strategies Central European Jews employed 
amid the growing political pressure to address their national and linguis-
tic loyalties. The effort of Central European Jews to probe their practical 
and emotional dependence on German brought to the surface the ques-
tion of what makes a Jewish language Jewish. Indeed, the effort to turn 
German into a foreign language in Jewish life revealed the rootedness of 
modern Jewish politics and culture in German, allowing us to critically 
examine some of the assumptions underlying the relation between lan-
guage and modern nationhood.
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ment of History at Birkbeck, University of London.
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