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There is something awry in the historical memory around Medea. This is
precisely the point of departure of Pasolini’s film: he does not create an
opposition between the world of patriarchal reason, embodied by Jason,
and the matriarchal, irrational, archaic, and magical world personified by
Medea. On the contrary, he shows that this opposition is itself the product
of a historical conception, which from the Age of Reason has associated
the departure from self-caused immaturity with the rationalization of
sensuality and sexuality. As | will show, this queering of the Medea myth
is masterly represented by Maria Callas in the role of Medea. Her gesture
and acting originate in 19" century opera. Hers is a body fallen silent in
the midst of song. Her affiliation with such a different medium makes
Callas/Medea appear even more extraneous, sublime, and distant.
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