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In the forty or more years since Law and Literature scholarship began as a serious 
area of study in the US, its pull on lawyers, legal theorists, and literature and cul-
tural studies scholars has not waned. In its various formations, however, very little 
attention has been paid to the uses by lawyers and the courts of literature, histo-
ry, and culture when reading and interpreting case law and legislation.  Whether 
consciously or unconsciously deployed, it seems as if these factors will be used to 
shape their thinking, or to frame their reasoning. 

In common law countries, like the US, the UK, and Australia, strict forms of legal 
interpretation tell us that we follow precedent, interpreting legal texts according 
to the law alone, to the exclusion of all else.  But as will be seen, the interpreting 
lawyer or judge constantly draws on an interpretative universe through which to 
filter legal rules, which is as much a product of their own time and place, as our 
own ability to read and interpret judgments is grounded in our own time and place. 
Understanding how to interpret law and to interpret and understand ourselves as 
interpreting lawyers is a prime task of Law and Literature, and its cousins, Law and 
Humanities and Cultural Legal Studies, as we move towards the uncertainties that 
face law and its interpreters as we move towards the 2020s.
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