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Pelagios - Semantic annotation of historical place references in digital 
resources 
 
Abstract 
 
Pelagios is a community initiative that aims to facilitate better linkage between online 
resources that document the past. Each of our member projects represents a different 
perspective on our shared history, whether expressed through text, image, map, or 
archaeological record. But as a group we believe passionately that the combination of all of 
our contributions is enormously more valuable than the sum of its parts. The medium through 
which Pelagios creates links between heterogeneous data is geography. Using shared 
conventions to encode and publish place references contained in their data, our partners 
implicitly build up a network of documents connected to places, documents connected to 
documents, and places connected to places. Contributing to the wider ecosystem of the Graph 
of Humanities Data that is gathering pace in the Digital Humanities (linking data about 
people, places, events, canonical references, etc.), we believe that this will ultimately open up 
new avenues for computational and quantitative research in a variety of fields including 
History, Geography, Archaeology, Classics, Genealogy and Modern Languages. 

In its initial phases, Pelagios has had a specific focus on classical antiquity. That is, the 
known world at the time of Ancient Greece and the Roman Empire, around and beyond the 
Mediterranean and the Middle East. More recently, however, the project has also started to 
expand its geographical and temporal scope towards the European Middle Ages, as well as to 
the Early Islamic and Chinese world. Supported by funding from the Andrew W. Mellon 



    

                               
                                               Zentrum für Informationsmodellierung  
   Austrian Centre for Digital Humanities 
 

 

    

Zentrum für Informationsmodellierung 
Austrian Centre for Digital Humanities 
Universität Graz 
A-8010 Graz, Elisabethstraße 59/III  

+43 316 380 -2292 
zim@uni-graz.at 

http://informationsmodellierung.uni-graz.at 

 

Foundation we are currently working on the collaborative annotation of relevant Geographic 
Documents (texts and maps) from these eras.  

In our workshop, we invite participants to learn about the Pelagios initiative, test our 
Open Source tools for annotation and spatiotemporal search hands-on, and to discuss how our 
tools and the resulting data can be used for further research, within and beyond the Pelagios 
project. 
 
 
Short bio of Dr. Rainer Simon: 
 
Rainer Simon is a Senior Scientist at the Digital Insight Lab of the AIT Austrian Institute of 
Technology. He holds a master's in telecommunications engineering and a doctorate in 
computer science from the Vienna University of Technology. His current research interest is 
in the application of Linked (Geo) Data methods and visualization techniques in the Digital 
Humanities and Digital Library domains. Presently, Rainer serves as the Co-Investigator and 
Technical Director of the Pelagios project, a multi-year initiative that facilitates linking of 
online resources that document the past, based on the places they refer to. 
 
 
 
 
Workshop Registration: 
 
Bitte melden Sie sich für den Workshop (Beginn 14:00) an, da die Teilnehmerzahl begrenzt 
ist. Eine formlose Nachricht an helmut.klug@uni-graz.at reicht dafür vollkommen aus. 


