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Factoid Prosopography and Its (Dis)Contents

Problems run into (and partially solved) in building the ManMax database

Prosopography is an attempt to bring together the biographical
data for groups of persons in a systematic way. In doing so, it
aims to overcome the danger of drawing conclusions from
individual cases. The Factoid model proposed by John Bradley

takes things a step further: statements about a person are
logically separate from the person, allowing disagreement m rrrrr
between sources (and between interpretations of those sources)
to be modelled. The Managing Maximilian (ManMax) project ..

aims to create a large prosopographical database of the court of
Maximilian |, using the APIS system developed at the Austrian
Centre for Digital Humanities. As ManMax comprises myriad
areas of research (art, armour, propaganda, politics, gender
roles...), carried out by multiple small teams, it pushes at the e ———
boundaries of the Factoid model itself, and the limits of APIS.
This talk will discuss the ideas behind the Factoid model, the

theoretical and technical benefits and challenges of actually

creating data using this model, and the solutions implemented so

far by the ManMax digitisation team.
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Richard Hadden is a post-doctoral researcher at the Zentrum fiir Informationsmodellierung
at the University of Graz, working principally on the FWF Managing Maximilian (ManMax)
project. He was previously at the ACDH-CH, working

on APIS-related projects and implementing tools \ SManagin g
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