
What is an edition anyway?

Dot Porter

Digital Scholarly Editions as Interface

Keynote, September 2016



What is an edition?

Digital Scholarly Editions As Interfaces, 
September 2016



Digital Scholarly Editions As Interfaces, 
September 2016

Bankes Papyrus, aka British Museum Papyrus 114 (2nd century), columns 3-5. 
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License 
(via Homer Multitext)
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Venetus A, aka 
Marcianus Graecus Z. 
454 [=822] (ca. 950), 
fol. 12r. Creative 
Commons 
Attribution-
NonCommercial-
ShareAlike 3.0 
Unported License 
(via Homer 
Multitext)
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Upenn Ms. Codex 1058, [Glossed 
Psalter] (ca. 1100), f. 12r. Public 
Domain (via OPenn)



Ms. Codex 1640, Thomas of Ireland Manipulus Florum peritorum (1300-1325), f. 
114r. Public Domain (via OPenn)



Digital Scholarly Editions As Interfaces, 
September 2016



Digital Scholarly Editions As Interfaces, 
September 2016



Digital Scholarly Editions As Interfaces, 
September 2016



Digital Scholarly Editions As Interfaces, 
September 2016



Digital Scholarly Editions As Interfaces, 
September 2016



Digital Scholarly Editions As Interfaces, 
September 2016



Digital Scholarly Editions As Interfaces, 
September 2016



Digital Scholarly Editions As Interfaces, 
September 2016



Digital Scholarly Editions As Interfaces, 
September 2016



Digital Scholarly Editions As Interfaces, 
September 2016



Digital Scholarly Editions As Interfaces, 
September 2016

Survey results for editions, 2002.
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Survey results for editions, 2011.
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Comparing edition usage, 2002 and 2011.



What is a digital edition?

"I often rely on online sources for older editions, especially 
pre-1900. Despite how slow online interfaces operate, it is still 
less hassle than frequently paging materials in rare books 
rooms."
"[I use electronic] if I needed to peruse what's out there 
through Google books."
"[I use electronic because they are] easy to use, reference 
through Google Books."
"[I use electronic] only if the print edition is difficult to access 
(e.g. not held by my library). Even then, if I am using it 
extensively, I will obtain a print copy through interlibrary loan. 
Chances are that if electronic versions of the older editions 
exist, they appear in Google Books or something like that and 
the reproduction is sometimes faulty."
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What is an edition?

• “An edition is all the copies of a work printed 
from a single setting of type.”

• “I would define it as an edited text with a 
critical apparatus (including an intro with 
editorial approach explained, textual notes, 
commentary, glossary, and, in my case, 
materia medica). The model I use is the Early 
English Text Society.”
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What is a digital edition?

"Digital scholarly editions are not just scholarly 
editions in digital media. I distinguish between 
digital and digitized. A digitized print edition is not 
a 'digital edition' in the strict sense used here. A 
digital edition cannot be printed without a loss of 
information and/or functionality. The digital edition 
is guided by a different paradigm. If the paradigm of 
an edition is limited to the two-dimensional space 
of the 'page' and to typographic means of 
information representation, than it's not a digital 
edition.” – Patrick Sahle
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• “… how [does] a digital manuscript [stand] in 
relation to a critical edition of a text. Can the 
publication of a digital manuscript on the 
internet be understood as an edition? Further: 
could such an edition even be regarded as a 
critical edition?” - Christoph Flüeler
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International Image Interoperability 
Framework (IIIF)

• http://iiif.io/

• Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) –
sets of routines, protocols, and tools - to 
enable the interoperability of image 
repositories

• Use images from different repositories in the 
same browser or other tool
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http://iiif.io/
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