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PEERING  INSIDE  A  POT
Compositional Analyses of Late Antique and

Early Medieval Ceramics in the Southeastern Alps

This lecture examines
enigmatic transition from Late Antiquity
to Early Middle Ages in the southeastern

Alpine region from the perspective of
ceramic technology. It presents the results of a variety of analyses (optical
microscopy, XRPD, FTIR, micro CT, and SEM) conducted on coarseware pottery
drawn from more than twenty sites across Styria and Carniola. The mineralogical
composition and structure of the ceramic fabrics are then used to infer
technological choices, particularly in terms of tempering and firing conditions.


