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PARANOID DISCOURSE BY BORISLAV PEKIĆ: FROM THE PARANOIA OF 

EVERYDAY LIFE TO SIMEON HADŽIJA’S PARANOID PSYCHOSES 

 

Pekić’s Simeons are representative for the so-called paranoid discourse, which is 

related to their will to power and often the underlying cause of conflicts in the family, but 

it also steers the relationships between the members of the Njegovans, who do not 

share the name “Simeon”. The wide spectrum of paranoid discourse could to be found 

in Borislav Pekić’s novel-cycle Golden Fleece: from the famous Simeon Grk’s diwans, 

whose extraordinary language manipulation enables his success, through Simeon 

Gazda’s paranoia of everyday life which is to be found in his doubt (rationalistic product 

par excellence), but also his jealousy discourse, will be in the focus of this talk, to 

Simeon Hadžija’s paranoid psychoses. Pekić depicts the formation and assimilation 

processes of the Serbian bourgeoisie, but paranoia in his Golden Fleece is also a part 

of cultural process, which influences the production of identity. The paranoid discourse 

refers to disorder in the world, but at the same time, the notion of discourse, understood 

here as an interpretative system and a system of meaning-making, corresponds to the 

construction of identity and set of values. 
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