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Schedule

	Welcome and Introductory Lecture by Ineke Mennen
Reading in Foreign Tongues
9.00 – 10.00, HS 11.01

	Workshop A1

Texting and the Decline and Fall of the (English) Language
Campbell/Schumm

10.15 – 11.00, SR 11.11
	Workshop B1

Pragmatic Literacy

Burkert/Resnik

10.15 – 11.00, SR 11.13

	Coffee Break

11.00 – 11.30,  Common Room

	Workshop A2

Learning for Teaching, Teaching for Learning:

Reluctant Approaches to Digital Literacy
Elicker/Fürstenberg

11.30 – 12.15, SR 11.11
	Workshop B2
Cultural Literacy

Schöller-Petz/Wally

11.30 – 12.15, SR 11.13

	Lunch Break

12.30 – 2.00

	Workshop A3

Media Literacy in the Digital Age
Scott

2.00 – 2.45, SR 11.11
	Workshop B3

Scaffolding 2.0 – Enhancing Digital Literacies in the ESL Classroom
Fromm/Reitbauer

2.00 – 2.45, SR 11.13

	Workshop A4

Exploring Practice through Practitioner Research
Kostoulas/Lämmerer
2.45 – 3.30, SR 11.11
	Workshop B4

Kids who read… succeed 
Pölzleitner

2.45 – 3.30, SR 11.13

	Coffee Break

3.30 – 4.00, Common Room

	Closing Session

Emotional & Interpersonal Literacy:

Critical Competences for the Language Classroom

by Sarah Mercer

4.00 – 4.30, HS 11.01


ELT Connect 2015 

The Sprachausbildung of the English Department of the University of Graz and the Department of Fachdidaktik would like to invite you to take part in the fifth ELT Connect symposium. For this event, we plan to focus on digital literacies. We will run a series of practical workshops covering various aspects from both the teacher and learner perspectives. Participants will be provided with ideas and materials, and there will be opportunities to network with colleagues from diverse educational settings.

There will be an introductory lecture by Ineke Mennen. This will be followed by practical workshops including active discussions and materials for classroom use. The day will be rounded off by a closing lecture held by Sarah Mercer.

Topics covered: 

· Phonological Literacy
· Textual Literacy


· Pragmatic Literacy


· Digital Literacy
· Cultural Literacy


· Media Literacy 
· Research Literacy
· Emotional and Interpersonal Literacy
Introductory Lecture
Reading in Foreign Tongues
Ineke Mennen

Attaining authentic, native-like pronunciation of a second language is thought to be extremely difficult, and only few individuals succeed in passing for a native speaker. Most individuals who start learning a second language in adulthood end up speaking it with a foreign accent, even if they manage to reach good levels of grammar, vocabulary, and style. Foreign accents are often attributed to difficulties learners have pronouncing sounds that differ from or do not exist in their first language. What is often neglected in research is the fact that learners also struggle with aspects of a foreign language other than just the sounds, aspects such as the second language’s typical intonation patterns, its rhythm, tempo, loudness, voice quality, and even the particular way in which the tongue, lips, or jaw are held during speech. By means of two sets of studies focusing on read speech, this lecture will illustrate the importance of those aspects that go beyond the pronunciation of the actual sounds in second language pronunciation.
Workshop A1
Texting and the Decline and Fall of the (English) Language
Nancy Campbell and Jennifer Schumm Fauster
Concerns about falling standards of literacy have been voiced for centuries, often fuelled by technological innovation. David Crystal (2001) reports, for example, that the printing press was seen as the work of Satan and that the newly invented telephone was feared because it would undermine society. The popularity of texting and other forms of digital communication has given rise to a new wave of concern about language and literacy. This workshop attempts to explore whether these fears are justified. We will focus on the question of whether texting is in fact having an adverse effect on our language or whether it simply constitutes a new channel of communication, and therefore deserves consideration in the language classroom.

Workshop B1

Pragmatic Literacy
Anja Burkert and Pia Resnik
Pragmatics is defined as the study of language as it is used in a social context, including its effects on the interlocutors (cf. Cutting 2008: 3). It goes without saying that university students of English have to be familiarised with the central concepts of this prominent subfield of linguistics. However, it seems to be equally important to give students, in their language classes for example, opportunities to apply their – conscious as well as unconscious – knowledge of this linguistic sub-discipline in order to help them further their own pragmatic competence. One way of achieving this is by establishing a collaborative learning environment in a classroom in which interaction and the joint construction of meaning and understanding play a vital role. Apart from improving their language skills, students will thus simultaneously learn how to use the foreign language effectively and adequately depending on the context (i.e., discourse participants, topic, situation and purpose).

In this workshop, we will explore the underlying pragmatic principles students apply when negotiating meaning and engaging in peer-reviewing, which is arguably a rather challenging task from a pragmatic point of view. We will base our analysis on audio-recordings of peer-group interactions in three different language classes, focussing especially on peer-reviewing activities. We will address the following questions: Which strategies of face management do students use in peer-review contexts? Do they show respect and concern for their peers’ self-esteem and freedom? Do they try to mitigate face-threatening acts when having to criticise others, for instance? Which speech acts do they use to maintain politeness from a linguistic point of view?
Workshop A2

Learning for Teaching, Teaching for Learning:

Reluctant Approaches to Digital Literacy
Martina Elicker and Ulla Fürstenberg

Some teachers are enthusiastic about the teaching and learning opportunities offered by online tools and electronic devices and are confident about their ability to use them successfully in the classroom. Others may see the potential of new media, but are too worried about technical glitches and their own lack of expertise to include them in their teaching. When they do decide to go digital, much learning is required before they can use the new technology for their teaching. In our workshop, we will share our first steps towards digital literacy and show examples of how we incorporate COCA, Socrative and similar tools in our teaching, especially for vocabulary and collocation work. Ultimately, we aim to teach our students to become more independent learners outside the classroom as well and use those tools for their own language learning.
Workshop B2

Cultural Literacy
Georg Schöller-Petz and Johannes Wally
No one will doubt that cultural literacy – the ability to ‘read’ the practices and discourses of a given culture – is an indispensable teaching aim of English and American studies. However, in an age of globalisation and English as a lingua franca, it is not at all clear which culture students should be trained to read. In this workshop, participants will be introduced to two different examples of cultural study courses. Georg Schöller-Petz focuses on the depiction and representation of 'interior space' as a symbol of British identity. Johannes Wally looks at New Atheism – an ideological phenomenon that has shaped American and British political and literary discourses since the terrorist attacks of 9/11. Georg and Johannes look forward to discussing the relevance of cultural literacy with EFL practitioners and will provide selected material on the two cultural study courses.
Workshop A3

Media Literacy in the Digital Age
Nick Scott

English speakers now have access to a vast wealth of information about the world around us at the click of a button. We are used to dealing with some of this information critically, such as what we read on Facebook and Twitter. However, there are other sources which we tend to trust, and many of us still rely on newspapers to stay informed about current events. Yet, even the most respected broadsheet newspapers routinely distort information and manipulate their readers, which makes it extremely important to be able to read between the lines and separate facts from opinion. In this presentation, I will discuss how we as EFL teachers can help to raise awareness of the strategies used by journalists to influence their readers and develop our students’ critical reading skills, thus equipping them with the abilities they need for life in the twenty-first century. 
Workshop B3

Scaffolding 2.0 – Enhancing Digital Literacies in the ESL Classroom

Hannes Fromm and Margit Reitbauer

The emergence of the Web as a learning environment has given rise to a number of new theoretical approaches that have led to a reconceptualization of the learning process. Frameworks such as cognitive flexibility theory and cognitive load theory suggest a paradigmatic change of the role of the teacher. In this workshop, we outline why passionate affinity spaces, new learning interactions and the development of pedagogical agents pose new challenges for the instructor. We propose a redefinition of the teacher role, taking into account seminal theoretical approaches. We also aim to identify the skillset required of teachers in web-based learning environments in association with the shift in learner needs, and combine these previously separate aspects in order to form a concept we have labelled “Scaffolding 2.0”.
Workshop A4

Exploring Practice through Practitioner Research
Achilleas Kostoulas and Anita Lämmerer
A common criticism of educational research is that it doesn’t always meaningfully connect with the lived experience of practicing teachers. Practitioner research can help to bridge this gap, by making us better aware of our learners’ needs, our professional strengths and possible opportunities for development. This workshop aims to enhance our research literacy through input, discussion and practical hands-on experience, as we collaboratively engage in examples of research activities informed by practitioner research principles. This will involve exploring the potential of teacher-driven research to help us better understand our contexts, identifying challenges in our professional practice, and discussing how a structured plan of inquiry might inform interventions that help to overcome such challenges. It is hoped that participants might be inspired to engage in their own classroom-based inquiries, which will ultimately improve their teaching experience.

Workshop B4

Kids who read… succeed
Lis Pölzleitner
Studies across the globe have shown that extensive reading is one of the most efficient ways of improving students’ literacy skills and language competence. Those who read more are better writers and even do better on standardized exams. But how can we encourage students to read?

This workshop will introduce you to the concept of FIP (Format, Imagination and Pride) that will help to make reading and writing interesting, worthwhile experiences for learners.

We will be exploring a blog where my students present their favorite books in form of book trailers and want to encourage others to read them as well. We will look at 

· the most popular books for teens, 

· how to make reading a “cool” experience and 

· how reading can lead to good writing

The blog is open to the public. Interested students or whole classes are invited to contribute as well.
Closing Session

Emotional & Interpersonal Literacy:

Critical Competences for the Language Classroom

Sarah Mercer
Emotional and social intelligence refer to core competencies, which enable individuals to perceive and manage their own as well as others’ emotions in social interactions. Given the fundamentally social, interactional and interpersonal nature of language learning and teaching, both emotional and social intelligence have a significant role to play. However, despite the growing interest in relationships, group dynamics, emotions and learner-centred approaches within second language acquisition, research into the emotional and social intelligence of foreign language teachers and learners remains scarce. 
In this talk, I will begin by discussing the characteristics of emotional and interpersonal literacy and their relevance for language teaching and learning. I will focus on empathy, which is a core component of both literacies, in order to illustrate the concepts in concrete terms. Finally, I will offer practical suggestions of how we can develop our own empathic skills as teachers and promote these competences in our learners. 
