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Cornelia Klecker is an Assistant Professor in the 
Department of American Studies at the University of 
Innsbruck, Austria, where she teaches mostly American 
literature, film, and television as well as American culture

and politics. She is a series editor of “Film and Television Studies” at 
Universitätsverlag Winter and published her first monograph Spoiler Alert! 
Mind-Tricking Narratives in Contemporary Hollywood Film in 2015. Her 
current research focuses on the concept of ‘(non-)default human’ in recent 
US-American television series. Her other publications include “’Symbolic 
Annihilation’ and Drive-By Misogyny: Women in Contemporary US-American 
Television Series” in Transgressive Television: Politics and Crime in 21st-
Century American TV Series (2015) and “Authentication Authority and Narrative 
Self-Erasure in Fight Club” in Amerikastudien / American Studies 59.1 (2014). 

Post-truth and alternative facts are two terms that arguably best define the Trump administration. Non-partisan fact-checkers 
agree that Donald Trump has lied more frequently during his still short presidency than any other president in modern history. 
News outlets that attempt to correct the record are labelled “fake news” and even “the enemy of the American people.” 
Consequently, journalists and academics alike have started to sound the alarm on the slow erosion of democracy by virtue 
(or rather vice) of this utter disregard for the truth and facts by the US government that is bolstered by their effort to 
delegitimize the mainstream news media and their general contempt for the free press, the fourth pillar of democracy. 
Therefore, in my talk I seek to shine a light on these political tactics and their effectiveness during Trump’s presidency and 
how the Trump administration as well as its supporters in Congress and the media attempt to create an alternate reality in 
order to retain power. 
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The event is free, open to the public 

and organized by  
the Department of American Studies. 

 

      Subseqent Roundtable Discussion 
 
    Stefan Brandt (Professor of American Studies, Univ. of Graz) 
   Cornelia Klecker (Assistant Professor of American Studies, Univ. of Innsbruck) 
   Jennifer Schumm-Fauster (Senior Lecturer, Univ. of Graz) 
   Astrid Schmalzhofer & Teresa Wesener (StrV A/A, Univ. of Graz) 
   Mark Wenig, B.A. (Retired U.S. Diplomat, formerly with the U.S. Dept. of State) 


