
 

 

“Imperialism, Colorism and Early Semiotics: The 
Albinotic Body in Pacific Islands Writing”

Nadja Gernalzick is Visiting Professor of English and American Studies 
at the University of Vienna and teaches as Adjunct Faculty at the Obama 
Institute for Transnational American Studies at the University of Mainz. 
She studied Comparative Literature and American Studies at the 
universities of Mainz, San Jose in California and at Columbia University, 
New York City, and has taught at universities in Canada, Germany 
and Switzerland. She is founding member of Kulturwissenschaftliche 
Gesellschaft (KWG) and on the board of reviewers for the Lang 
series Literature–Culture–Economy. Her publications include Kredit 
und Kultur: Ökonomie- und Geldbegriff bei Jacques Derrida und in 
der amerikanischen Literaturtheorie der Postmoderne (2000) and 

Temporality in American Filmic Autobiography: Cinema, Automediality and Grammatology with Film Portrait and Joyce at 34 (2018). She 
co-edited Transmediality and Transculturality (2013) with Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez. Her recent articles are “Sugar and the Global South: 
Substance of New Solidarities” in The Global South and Literature, ed. Russell West-Pavlov (2018); “Dollar/Dala: Währungsmimikry in 
Robert Louis Stevensons ‘The Isle of Voices’” in Was ist? Wirtschaftsphilosophische Erkundungen, ed. Wolf D. Enkelmann and Birger 
P. Priddat (2016), and “Humanimagic Relations: Cabeza de Vaca’s Account (1542) and Posthumanism” in Developing Transnational 
American Studies, co-edited with Heike Spickermann (forthcoming). 

Starting from the albinotic body in a Pacific short story by Robert Louis Stevenson, the presentation investigates the discursive 
function of albinism in the raciology and racism of the later nineteenth century between literature, imperialist politics and 
anthropological writings. While albinism marks, on the one hand, the destabilization of raciology, and, on the other hand, the 
delimitation of communities, the discursive instability and border crossing of the albinotic body is also associated with magic, 
or, with the semiotically incommensurable. Of particular interest, therefore, are categories of early semiotics in folklore and 
myth studies and their systematic dispersal of the distinction of self and other en route to structuralism, a process exemplified 
by the late nineteenth-century semiotization of the albinotic body. In the course of the investigation, the difference between 
imaging and writing the albinotic body also requires attention.  
 

December 12     11:45 am ─ 01:15 pm 
SR 34.D2, Attemsgasse 25/2, 8010 Graz 

Entrance is free and open to the public. The event is organized by the Department of American Studies.
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