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THE DOCTORAL ACADEMY DAY 

Due to the COVID-19-related circumstances this year’s Doctoral Academy 
Day will be shorter and also offered online. 

The event’s aim, however, remains the same: To address from various 
perspectives highly relevant aspects for successfully building a career during 
and after finishing doctoral studies. 

In the sincere hope that the mobility restrictions caused by the Coronavirus 
will be over in the foreseeable future, the Doctoral Academy Day 2020 is 
focusing on the international dimension of research careers.  

Hence the event’s title: “The Hitchhiker's Guide Through Academia. 
Internationalised Research Careers and Lives” 

 

3.15 to 3.25  

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

Christof Gattringer (Vice-Rector for Research and Career Development) & 
Peter Scherrer (Director of the Doctoral Academy)  
University of Graz   
 

Host 
Gudrun Salmhofer 
Head of the Department of Academic Services, University of Graz  



  

3.25 to 4.15 KEYNOTE incl. DISCUSSION 

Internationalisation and Promotion of Early Stage Researchers 
– Potentials and Problems 
Bettina Hollstein  
Max-Weber-Kolleg Erfurt 
 
ABSTRACT 
The internationalisation of universities on the one hand and the promotion 
of early stage researchers on the other are two goals of universities that 
cannot always be reconciled without conflict. 
Internationalisation requires contact with other cultures and regions and 
the acceptance of differences. This requires time (e.g. for acquiring language 
skills, for travels and stays in foreign countries, for reflection). In the 
promotion of early stage researchers the acquisition of intercultural and 
international experience is only one goal among many. In addition, junior 
researchers should document scientific excellence, conduct innovative 
research, publish broadly, attend conferences, obtain initial third-party 
funding, quickly reach the next qualification step, etc. Finally, early stage 
researchers are often in a phase of life in which the topic of family planning 
is at stake. However, even for early stage researchers the day has only 24 
hours. An unsolvable dilemma? 
This presentation highlights and discusses the problems and opportunities 
of linking internationalisation and the promotion of young researchers. 
 
CV 
Bettina Hollstein is Academic Manager of the Max Weber Centre for 
Advanced Cultural and Social Studies at the University of Erfurt since 1998 
and editor of the zfwu (Zeitschrift für Wirtschafts- und Unternehmensethik). 
She studied economics and Romance studies in Mainz. Her PhD thesis dealt 
with business ethics and environment in Germany and France. She wrote 
her habilitation on the subject of understanding voluntary work. Her 
research areas include Pragmatist Social and Economic Ethics, Sustainability, 
Volunteering, Action Theory and Corruption. 

 



  

4.15 to 4.20 Arqus European University Alliance under 
COVID-19-conditions – Mission POSSIBLE? 

 

Helmut Eberhart  
Academic Coordinator of ARQUS, University of Graz 

ABSTRACT 
The Arqus European University Alliance brings together the universities of 
Bergen, Granada, Graz, Leipzig, Lyon, Padova and Vilnius. For early stage 
researchers the alliance provides mobility schemes for individual research 
stays as well as for site visits of doctoral groups. It also offers a mentoring 
programme for predocs and postdocs, access to transferable skills courses 
and activities to foster career chances outside academia.  
Helmut Eberhart will, from the perspective of his role as academic 
coordinator of Arqus, present the opportunities offered by the alliance and 
also address the obstacles posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
CV 
Helmut Eberhart studied Volkskunde (Folklore and European Ethnology) and 
Völkerkunde (Ethnology) at the University of Graz (Dr. phil. 1976). Since 
1997 ao. Univ.-Prof. (Associate Professor) at the Institute for Cultural 
Anthropology and European Ethnology at the University Graz.  
Guest teaching at universities in China, Germany, Finland, Israel and 
Switzerland. Since 1998 member of various national and international 
scientific committees, since 2010 member of the Austrian Advisory Board of 
the UNESCO Commission. 2007 to 2017 Dean of Studies of the Faculty of 
Humanities at the University of Graz. Helmut Eberhart retired in October 
2018.  
 

  



  

4.15 to 5.00 PANEL CONVERSATION 

Myths and Truths of Successful International Research – A 
Conversation 
Kerstin Tina Ehrke-Rabel, Monika Oberer, Florian Bieber, Adrian Daniel 
Boese 
University of Graz 
 
ABSTRACT 
In an interview-conversation meant to inspire doctoral candidates and 
involve the participants of the Academy Day into a critical discussion, four 
researchers discuss discipline-specific approaches to internationalisation 
during and after the doctoral phase. The talk will touch on issues such as: 
differences in the perception of and motivation for internationalisation 
between academic disciplines/environments; recommendations for early 
stage researchers who aim at entering the international academic stage; 
potential challenges/traps in international research careers & how to deal 
with them; and the impact of COVID-19 on the international dimension of 
research. 
 
CVs 
Kerstin Tina Ehrke-Rabel has been active in research on tax law in an 
international, European and comparative context for many years. Her 
expertise lies predominantly in European tax law, Value Added Tax, tax 
procedure and constitutional aspects of taxation. She studied Law in Graz 
and at the Université de Paris X-Nanterre, in 2003 finished her Doctorate of 
Law at the University of Graz (with honors) and in 2005 completed her 
habilitation in tax law, fiscal law and European law at the University of Graz. 
From 2009 to 2010 she served as a Full professor at the Institute of Tax Law, 
University of Linz and since 2010 she is Full professor at the Institute of Tax 
and Fiscal Law as well as Director of the Institute of Tax and Fiscal Law at the 
University of Graz. 
 
Monika Oberer studied chemistry at the University of Graz and received her 
doctorate sub auspiciis praesidentis in 2002. During this time period, she 
gained international experiences in different aspects: She had a philosophy-
related summer job for 2 months at the Wittgenstein Archive in Cambridge, 



  

UK, a full year of on-campus experience as exchange student at Western 
Washington University, USA, and later spent several weeks at the University 
of California in San Diego (USA) during a research internship. From 2002 to 
2006 she was a postdoc in Gerhard Wagner's laboratory at Harvard Medical 
School in Boston, USA. She was the recipient of a Schrödinger grant (FWF) 
and a Max Kade Fellowship (ÖAW). In 2006 she returned to Austria and set 
up an independent research group. She worked as a Senior-Postdoc and 
Project Leader at the Institute of Chemistry, University of Graz, and then at 
the Institute of Molecular Biosciences as University Assistant and Assistant 
Professor (Tenure Track), completing her habilitation (‚venia docendi‘) in 
2013. Since 2014 she is Associate Professor at the Institute of Molecular 
Biosciences. Since 2019 Monika Oberer is speaker of the FWF-funded PhD 
training program doc.funds Molecular Metabolism. Her research interests 
include: Structure and function of proteins, protein-protein interaction, 
protein-ligand-interaction, lipid metabolism, lipases, enzyme mechanism, 
NMR spectroscopy, X-ray crystallography, biophysics, biochemistry. 
 
Florian Bieber is a political scientist and historian working on inter-ethnic 
relations, ethnic conflict and nationalism, focusing on Southeastern Europe. 
He is a professor in South East European History and Politics and director of 
the Center for South East European Studies at the University of Graz. He 
coordinates the Balkans in Europe Policy Advisory Group. Before coming to 
Graz, he was a lecturer in East European Politics at the Department of 
Politics and International Relations of the University of Kent, Canterbury, 
UK. From January to May 2009, he held the Luigi Einaudi Chair at Cornell 
University, Ithaca, New York, and in Spring 2010 he was a visiting fellow at 
LSEE – Research on South Eastern Europe at the London School of 
Economics. In Spring 2016, he was a visiting fellow at the Remarque Institute 
of New York University. He studied at Trinity College (USA), the University of 
Vienna and Central European University (Hungary) and received his M.A. in 
Political Science and History and his Ph.D. in Political Science from the 
University of Vienna, as well as an M.A. in Southeast European Studies from 
Central European University (Budapest). His research interests include 
institutional design in multiethnic states, nationalism and ethnic conflict, as 
well as the political systems of South Eastern Europe. 
  



  

Adrian Daniel Boese studied chemistry at the Universities of Essen, Bochum 
and Rice University (USA) with several scholarships and completed his 
doctoral thesis in 2002 at the University of Cambridge (UK) with Prof. 
Nicholas C. Handy. He then worked at the Weizmann Institute of Science 
(Israel) as a postdoc, where he received the Lise Meitner junior price in 2005 
for the development of the Boese-Martin-for-Kinetics (BMK) density 
functional. He later worked as a postdoc/senior scientist at the University of 
Karlsruhe, University of Duisburg-Essen, the Humboldt University of Berlin, 
and the University of Potsdam (Habilitation) in a number of research 
projects and teaching. In November 2014, he was appointed NAWI Graz 
Professor for Computational Physical Chemistry at the University of Graz. In 
2021, he will visit the Weizmann Institute as a Weston visiting professor. 
  



  

Doctoral Academy Day 2020 

A Hitchhiker’s Guide to Academia (and 
how to return safely) 

November 12, 3.15 to 5.15 pm, Main University Hall 
(Aula) 

Programme 

from 2.45 Arrival (seat allocation) 

3.15 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION (& Start of Livestream) 

Christof Gattringer (Vice-Rector for Research and Career 
Development) & Peter Scherrer (Director of the Doctoral 
Academy Graz) 
 

3.25 to 4.15 KEYNOTE incl. DISCUSSION 

Internationalisation and Promotion of Early Stage 
Researchers – Potentials and Problems 

Bettina Hollstein 

Max-Weber-Kolleg Erfurt 

  



  

 

4.15 to 4.20 Arqus European University Alliance under 
COVID-19-conditions – Mission POSSIBLE? 

Helmut Eberhart 
Academic Coordinator of Arqus, University of Graz 

 

4.20 to 5.10 PANEL CONVERSATION 

Myths and Truths of Successful International Research – A 
Conversation 

Kerstin Tina Ehrke-Rabel (Synergies in Business Law), Monika 
Oberer (Molecular Metabolism), Florian Bieber 
(Europeanisation Processes in Southeastern Europe), Daniel 
Boese (NanoGraz – Functional Nanostructures in Physics, 
Chemistry and Life Sciences)  

Speakers of Member Consortia of the Doctoral Academy, 
University of Graz 

 

5.15 End of Event 

 

Host: Gudrun Salmhofer (Head Department of Academic 
Services) 


