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' “The map precedes the terrltory
| moral geography, spatial order
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SEBASTIAN COBARRUBIAS

and the normative basis for
border control

#Critical Cartography #Frontex #Migratory Routes #Moral Geographies

The politics of migration management is peppered by Sebastian Cobarrubias is a researcher at ARAID,
maps promoting specific spatial imaginaries of human the Research & Development Foundation of
mobility and its control. These maps are key sites where Aragon, in the Geography Department of the Uni-
a space to be bordered is visualized and reaffirmed. versidad de Zaragoza (Spain). He holds a PhD in
Building on the insights of critical cartography, this piece Geography from the University of North Carolina
examines the development of FRONTEX's ‘migratory at Chapel Hill and has been steadily contribut-
routes’ maps and their evolution over time. The role of ing to the field of Migration and Border Studies,
these institutional cartographies prefigures sites of the publishing in journals such as Political Geography,
border through an implicit moral geography, one imbued Antipode, and Geopolitics. He is a founding board
with a strong postcolonial legacy. This work suggests how member of the NGO Border Forensics, and a Sec-
norms and values contribute to knowledge production tion Editor for Oxford Intersections: Borders. He
on borders and the longer histories that underlie these is currently investigating the citizenship regime in
maps of purportedly recent events. Spain as a case of racial preference.
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