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Beyond Counting: 
Theorizing Minorities across 

Southeast Europe and Connected Regions 
Workshop | 23–24 November 2026 | University of Graz 

Workshop Programme 

Day 1: 23 November 2026 – Exchange & Basics 

09:00–09:30 Reception 

09:30–09:50 Welcome & Thematical Introduction 

09:50–10:15 Warm-Up 

10:15–11:15 World Café: Experiences, Expectations, Open Questions 

11:15–11:45 Coffee Break & World Café Gallery Walk 

11:45–12:00 Brief Summary of World Café Results 

12:00–13:00 Keynote 
Alexander van der Haven (University of Bergen): 
Does Size Matter? Qualitative Conceptual Considerations on Religious Minorities 

13:00–14:00 Lunch Break 

14:00–16:00 Panel: Disciplinary Perspectives 
Chair: Tatjana Petzer 
Presenters: 

• Florian Bieber 
• Klaus-Jürgen Hermanik 
• Andreas Leben 
• Roberta Medda-Windischer 

16:00–16:30 Break 

16:30–17:45 Round Table Discussion: “Defining Minorities Beyond Numbers” 
Moderation: Maximilian Lakitsch 
Discussants: 

• Emma Lantschner 
• Andreas Leben 
• Felix Schulte 

17:45–18:00 Wrap-Up & Outlook on Day 2 

19:00 Workshop Dinner 
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Day 2: 24 November 2026 – In-depth Analysis, Case Studies & 
Theoretical Framework 

09:00–09:30 Practical Reflective Impulse 
Klaus Poier: The Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities: 
Practical Experiences and Challenges in the Council of Europe 

09:30–10:30 Panel: Insights into Case Studies 
Chair: Franz Winter 
• Tatjana Petzer: Turning to Modernity: Sephardic Heritage in Sarajevo 
• Jürgen Pirker: Austria – Old and New Challenges of Minority and Language 

Protection 
• Christian Promitzer: The Serbs of Bela Krajina: A Historian's Insight into a Hidden 

Minority 

10:30–11:00 Break 

11:00–12:30 Interactive Poster Session 
In two rounds, 3–4 speakers present their posters featuring case studies or theoretical 
approaches. 

12:30–13:30 Lunch Break 

13:30–14:15 Plenary Discussion: Theoretical Frameworks – Synthesis or Diversity? 
Reflective Impulse: Alexander van der Haven 

14:15–15:00 Conclusion & Outlook 


