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Zum Vortrag

This article reconceptualizes vulnerability as a relational and epistemic condition situated at the intersection
of affect, knowledge, and institutional recognition. Drawing on Linda Zerilli’s notion of “knowing by feeling,”
it argues that vulnerability is not merely a state of fragility but a mode of judgment and sense-making. Based
on biographical interviews with French women reflecting on negative childbirth experiences, the analysis re-
veals how embodied emotions become sites of critique, contesting institutional silences and hierarchies of
recognition. The findings show how vulnerability exposes tensions between safety, care, and dignity, offering
a conceptual lens for rethinking justice and legitimacy in institutional contexts.
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Professorin flr Politische Soziologie am Institut fir Soziologie der Universitdt Wien. Sie ist auch Faculty
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