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Over the past several years, there has been a broadening of political mobilisations in Europe, Latin America, and elsewhere by and in solidarity with

migrant newcomers. Although these mobilisations are diverse, this paper focuses on community-building in the European migration context. Building

on the scholarship on community-building and on transversal politics, the paper addresses the transversal dimensions of community-building that are

responses to refugees’ inadequate access to rights and resources. The main argument is that women-led-community-building underlines how women

refugees and women volunteers supporting refugees engage their agency to foster dialogue, collaboration, and solidarity across power imbalances and

social differences. From a feminist perspective, the paper refers to these processes as “transversal community-building.” It analyses two empirical

examples of this form of community-building in Paphos, Cyprus. It shows how women refugees and volunteers enact solidarity across different legal

status, class, ethnic, and national backgrounds, and within and beyond the boundaries of civil society organizations, that enables women’s creative and

socio-political practices. The article contributes to the term community-building from the lens of transversalism and feminist solidarity-building, and

offers an empirically grounded view of transversal community-building in the migration context of Cyprus.
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Suzan Ilcan is Professor & University Research Chair in Sociology and Legal Studies at the University of Waterloo, 

Canada. She publishes widely in critical migration and border studies, citizenship and social justice, and political 

sociology. Her recent research projects highlight the diverse ways displaced people negotiate borders and 

borderlands, experience and counter precarious situations, remake “home” away from home, and engage in 

resettlement and community-building initiatives. She is the principal investigator of a new SSHRC-funded project 

(2026-2029), Constellations of Precarity, with an international focus on asylum, borders, and community-building in 

precarious spaces and times. 
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