
The lecture identifies marketization as a phenomenon in inter-
national refugee policy. It argues that transactional migration 
management schemes, in which states receive migrants in ex-
change for legal tender, obscure responsibility for refugee pro-
tection. Such market proposals replicate colonial practices that 
shield states from accountability, while commodifying asylum 
seekers and signaling their negative value. Drawing on mobili-
zation efforts by overlooked actors, the lecture advocates using 
existing legal tools to resist the normalization of market think-
ing in refugee policy.
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