
The Russian aggression against Ukraine highlights old issues and new challen-
ges under international law. Actual controversies refer to the relevance of the 
supply of arms, the Russian Federation’s status within the UN, the range of pos-
sible countermeasures and new mechanisms for the prosecution of aggression 
and war crimes. Salient questions:
• Does the supply of military material to an attacked State conflict with the 

rules on neutrality?
• Can the supply of heavy weapons turn a State into a party to the armed 

armed conflict?
• What are the options for targeting Russia‘s status within the UN?
• Can Western States use seized Russian property for Ukraine‘ reconstruction?
• Can an agreement between Ukraine and the UN (ratified by the General  

Assembly) serve as basis for a special international criminal court? 
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