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Why Narratives Matter: 
Affordances and 
Constraints of Storytelling

Programme

Friday, October 10

7:30 Breakfast

Before 9:00 Check-Out

9:00 Keynote by Peter Hanenberg

10:00 Short Break

10:10 Panel 5: Affordances and Constraints of (Multimodal and Queer)

11:40

12:00

13:00

14:00

15:00

The Narrative of Hope – The Hope of Narrative.
Chair: Ansgar Nünning

Narrative Worlds
Chair: Riikka Rossi 

Federico Bossone – Stories that Refuse to Fit: Queer Narratives, Museums, and 
The Remaining of Democracy.
Anna Klishevich – Affordances and Constraints of Multimodal Storytelling: 
Transforming Printed Multimodal Novels into Audiobooks.
Christine Schwanecke & Danica Stojanovic-Schaffrath – Why AI Narratives 
Matter: The Politics of Factual and Fictional LLM-Fiction(s).

Coffee Break

Panel 6: Narratives of Trauma, Resilience, and Healing
Chair: Joakim Wrethed 

Olga Husch – Narratives of Nonbeing: Slata Roschal’s 153 formen des 
nichtseins (2022).
Katarzyna Macedulska – Narrative Resilience in Memoirs by Rwandan 
American Genocide Survivors.

Lunch Break

Closing Remarks and Certificates

Departure

Schloss Rauischholzhausen 
Schlosspark 1
35085 Ebsdorfergrund

Room: Treppensaal



Wednesday, October 8

14:00

14:30

15:30

16:00

17:00

17:30

18:30

20:00

7:30

9:00

10:00

Check-in

Coffee break

Welcome by the Organizers Deborah de Muijnck, Kirsten von Hagen

Introductory Lecture by Ansgar Nünning:
The Performative Power and Peril of Storytelling: Introducing Affordances, 
Constraints and the Future-Shaping Quality of Narratives.
Chair: Kirsten von Hagen 

Short Break

Panel 1: Narratives of Catastrophe and Ethical Responses
Chair: Kataryzna Macedulska
Kai Mikkonen – Narrative and Terrorism: The Means of Empathy, the Limits of 
Sympathy.
Diana Gonçalves – To Look, or Not to Look, That is the Question: Don’t Look Up 
(2021) and the Struggle of Competing Narratives in the Face of Disaster.

Dinner

Get together in Wine Cellar

Breakfast

Keynote by Vera Nünning:
The Affordances and Constraints of Narratives in Queer Studies. 
Chair: Elisabeth Wåghäll Nivre

Coffee break

Thursday, October 9

Panel 2: Affordances and Constraints of the Politics of Representation
   Chair: Deborah de Muijnck

Annalina Benner – “All Gave Some, Some Gave All”: Affordances and Constraints 
in the Representation of American Soldier Narratives in Post-9/11 Music.
Luca Siniscalco – The Narrative Turn of Information: A Philosophical Perspective 
from Benjamin to Eliade.
Louise Louw – Never Again Is Now: How Graphic Novels Invoke the Past for 
Contemporary Activism.

Joint Walk in the Park + Group Photo

Lunch Break

Panel 3: The Performative Power of Storytelling and Reading
Chair: Uwe Wirth

Elisabeth Herrmann – Social Energy: How Fictional Imaginings Shape 
Social Reality.
Kirsten von Hagen – “La lecture est une amitié” (‘Reading is a friendship’) – 
Marcel Proust and Anna de Noailles on the Power of Reading as a Form of 
Resilience.
Dorothea Sawon – “The Great Moose Migration”: Ecological Time and Ethics of 
Spectatorship in Environmental Livestreaming.

Coffee Break

Panel 4: Affordances and Constraints of Experimental Narrative Forms
Chair: Diana Gonçalves 

Riccardo Buonamici – ‘’Everything will be as it is, just a little different“:
Affordances and Constraints of Self-reflexive Narration in Ben Lerner’s 10:04.
Helena Como – Re-imagining the Carnivalesque: The Case of Thomas Mann and 
his Doktor Faustus (1947).
Suvi-Tuulia Reivilä – Metonymy and Mind Style in Niko Hallikainen’s Suuri 
märkä salaisuus (“Big wet secret”).

Business Meeting for PhDnet Professors (Room: Altanzimmer + hybrid)

Dinner

10:15

11:45

12:30

13:30

15:00

15:30

17:00

18:30

Room: Treppensaal

Room: Treppensaal


