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Education

Since October 2023

PhD Researcher, Max-Weber-Kolleg, Universitit Erfurt

Cotutelle PhD Program between the University of Erfurt and the University of Graz

IGS Research Group: The Resonant Self-World Relation in Antiquity and Modern Times (DFG-funded)

Dissertation Project:
The Phenomenology of the Loss of Time in Shiite Rituals

2021 -2023
MA in Religious Studies, Ruhr University Bochum

MA Thesis:
The Hermeneutics of the Symbol of the Stranger in Shiite Texts of the 10th Century

2015-2018
MA in Sociology, University of Tehran

Thesis:
The Dynamics of Spiritual Mediacy in Rumi’s Reading Circles in Tehran

2010 -2014
BA in Persian Language and Literature, University of Tehran



mailto:z.naghshband@gmail.com

Teaching Experience

Spring 2026
Instructor, Faculty of Religious Studies, University of Erfurt

Course:
Introduction to Representation, Experience, and the Representation of Time and Space in Ritual

2024 - 2026
Volunteer Lecturer, Faculty of Social Sciences, RAO Online University

Course:
History of Sociology (for women in Afghanistan)

2022 —2023
Tutor, Center for Religious Studies (CERES), Ruhr University Bochum

Courses:

e Introduction to Religious Studies
e Key Concepts in the Study of Religion

2017 - 2021
Teacher of Social Studies
National Organization for Development of Exceptional Talents (NODET), Tehran, Iran

Conference Presentations

2025

October 2025
The Guardians of Hours: The Phenomenology of Ritual Time in the Shiite Ritual Guidebook
Conference on Metaphor and Religion, Center for Religious Studies, Bochum

July 2025
The Time of Haram: The Phenomenology of Ever-Unrealized Ritual Fulfillment
BSA Sociology of Religion Annual Conference

2024



October 2024
“When” It Happens: The Temporality of the Experience of Weeping in Shiite Ritual
IGS Conference on Resonance and Time, University of Graz

July 2024

The Concealed Moon and the Cursed: Reception of Three Apocalyptic Hadiths Among Batini Shiites and
Their Alternative Narrative of Ritual Time

European Network for the Study of Islam and Esotericism, University of Exeter

2022

The Voluntary Withdrawal: The Perception of Dignity in the Life of the Shia Community in Bochum
Life in Diaspora Summer School, University of Jena (Panel Discussion)

A Critique of Popularizing Protest Accounts of ‘Ashiira’
Conference: Sacred Protest, University of Bonn

Co-presenter: Saman Mahdevar

2021

The Possibility of Immediate Spirituality
11th International Conference on Religion and Spirituality in Society, Cérdoba (Digital Presentation)

2020

The Double Discrimination: A Lived Experience of Female Humanities Teachers in Iran
3rd International Conference on Research in Social Sciences, Dublin

Publications

2026 (forthcoming)
Naghshband, Zahra & Mahdevar, Saman.
From Tragedy to Protest Amusement: A Study of the Popularized Critique of Ritual in Iranian Social



Media.
In: Sacred Protest (Brill).

2025
Book Review:

The Legal Status of Non-Muslims in the Shiite Figh and Iranian Laws (1906-2020) by Saeid Edalatnejad.
Entangled Religions, 15(1).
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