Conference Report ,,Resonant Self-World Relations in Ancient and Modern Socio-Religious
Practices: A Reflection“

This year’s spring conference of the IGS “Resonant Self-World Relations” took a different
approach to its previous gatherings and focussed on the output of its core members, both past
and present. The researchers came together for four days to an authors’ workshop in Eisenach, in
which they discussed their ongoing research and collaborated in co-authoring joint articles that
drew out the overarching themes and fields of discussion of the research group.

The process was two-fold: in an initial step, participants were asked to send individual papers to
the organizers, which then underwent peer review and were revised before the conference,
instead of presenting, as is usual, their research during the conference. In this way, the workshop
picked up the colloquia principle of the research group which has, over the past eight years,
guided many projects to a successful conclusion. The submitted papers were then grouped by
the organizers into what they felt were groups of six to seven participants which would enable
meaningful discussions. During the conference, the individual groups came together in six writing
sessions and three plenary meetings, in which they discussed the individual papers, theories,
methodologies, and overarching discussion points that joint the papers together or had been part
of the ongoing discussions within the research group for the past eight years. This was the second
step of the process, which then enabled the participants to get together and write joint papers
that will accompany the publication of the articles that were submitted for the conference.

In this way, the authors’ workshop enabled the participants to draw on one of the strengths of the
research group that has been developed and honed over the course of its programme, intense and
detailed discussions on a variety of questions, well over disciplinary boundaries and with
chronological depths that draws out the gist of what this international and interdisciplinary
research group set out to accomplish, i.e. to consider and to further develop theories,
methodologies, research problems, and normative questions along the lines of an analysis of the
complex interactions between resonant and non-resonant relationships to the world in different
societies and environments as expressed in ritualized practices and experiences of resonance in
particular.

The results of the workshop are set to be published over the summer by de Gruyter (Berlin), not as
afinal volume nor as a summary of the group’s work but as a major joint step in demonstrating the
potential of the initial set of hypotheses and their subsequent development. Internally, as the
project nears its conclusion, the meeting was also an opportunity to reflect on the work that has
been done over the past years by nearly sixty researchers involved in the project.
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