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Updating Credition Project: New Developments and Challenges 
 
The credition programme has developed a neuroscience-based model to improve the 
understanding of the processes of believing that by now have been recognised as playing 
an essential role in the individual human and in socio-cultural systems. After a period of 
fewer opportunities for personal encounters, it is important to meet again, discuss this 
topic, and to update our research on it. This is because there have been important new 
publications in this delicate field in recent years, especially regarding the epistemological 
and cognitive aspects of beliefs and the processes of believing. How the new publications 
connect with the credition model ought to be explored.  
Furthermore, it is crucial to address new challenges that may have a significant impact on 
the credition programme. The first concerns the progress of intelligent systems and 
models that now have evolved to perform accurately and, thereby, can assist in forming 
beliefs or intersect with them. Second, a weaponisation of beliefs employing all available 
resources for shaping the beliefs of entire populations is being applied to serve political, 
economic or ideological interests. While several issues can be identified in this new 
context, things are changing quite rapidly. At our intended Rome Conference, we will 
provide a platform for analysing and discussing these developments and challenges.  
 
Thus, we have two interdepending goals: 
 
First, we would like to give the members of the advisory board the opportunity to discuss 
recent developments of the past few years. Furthermore, we would particularly like to 
invite young scientists to participate in the CREDITION RESEARCH PROJECT and contribute their 
research findings. Time should be set aside for a meeting and an exchange about potential 
future collaborations. 
 
Secondly, one of our central questions will be to what extent our more than ten years of 
expertise in dealing with faith processes can enable the loan program to address the 
mentioned new challenges (AI, warfare) and to offer guidance and support at various 
levels – scientific, theological, political, educational, and therapeutic. For this reason, we 
intend to invite two keynote speakers: an expert on AI and believing, and an expert on the 
weaponization of believing. 
 
If you are interested in participating, please send an email to: ferdinand.angel@uni-
graz.at 
 


