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d ZF@.Zl 6 ClimLaw@5
5 yearBRegogéat &l oCenCtl i ma
at the University of G

On 17 June 2020, the University of &6far C€él embt a
Law (ClGmda)w:i n an opening ctelree momryo rheaeVidr usn pahred
so to speak, resurrected from the crisis. At t h
nobelnededvorng the event with their excellent spe:q

But strictly spdkeakifngr, GElhiemlgoowe:s d ibmg ki even furth

when an international conference on climate prot
Forum at the University of Gr az, daitr © o kp esvhianc h t
di scussions with contributors. The names of the
still read |ike a o6who's who of international cl

Our esteemed col | SedageueadPr mfn.d thhea Sioma lesmegi uzeesd atth i -
and enormous efforts and planning ultiemately |

Attemsgasse 11, where | have been involved since
Steindl acceptreadctoposi tilmem Uni versity of Natura
Under these changed circumstances, [ ent husi ast
back, I am particularly gratefuaol tfwordebhbadesexpar
all owed me to quickly |l earn a great deal about t
| aws and cust oms. I would Ilike to take this oppo
Pol ascRéekdherd, for their excellent support and c
years, as well as to the deans of | aw, Bezemek e
Bertel

Whil e we at Cli mLaw: Graz, t wer ihmyet beeocomwom&Vint

networking the centrrandnnatnaniabhgl | wndr engiicdn anol
have flown by. And when we | ook at the fruits of
with ally duwee moalreslhe proud of what has been achi e

we can | ook forward with excitement and confide



crisis is here to stay, and tRbapbaprpdt' swhtahr meas

portfolio of tasks is |ikely to expand.

As one of the first research centres of its kind
we have been able to contribute tsaiddi siiewg fawd rde

Awareness that | aw and climate protection are in

Legal regtuube@t nabnhs omal , regi onale angdenitnitadr nfadn

combating climate changredi Oglfyr amewbdbrky g emfeat

climate protection measures. Wit hout t hese, cl i
intent . The | aw is therefore a key instrument f
compeasamnd i ndividual sidro takdcemarsgoints.i bil ity

Despite the threat it poses, the planetary eme

transformation by addressing deficienciesd in go
ot her causes that have brought our shared natur a
gas emi ssions continue to rise at an alarming r a
energy transition lastjhbemddgngenebbhabhegsestesds b

e

overcome the divide between the 6gl obal North an

This wild require diphpondctat egabki hgenecbpombcshary
and opportuniti ogsttshnougtleptl acgetoasd daftfed subsi dy
with progressotweaedvilagnmed t axes, reforms to the |
devel opment banks, risk mitigation ial ctiliaasfer i
green technol ogi es.

Legal and institutional peepgoeads mmuet ebéemaideel
probl ems of climate change and anticipate furth
environment al pact, greater i nvol vement of the
citizen ipoanr taincdi panvol vement, and other | egal me a
environment al sect ogaonacnedt on enlgptt e b nar e e Gbe.h@vi ou
compani es, and much more). C o mpraann seist inouns tt ob ea esnt

gl obal economy through stricter regulations and
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Cli mat e | awsuits, ,iamtderinsastuieoshnadf aglrekalent sisti ce
devel opment of | aws and pol iicmetse [Tahves uniutnse riomnu sv
around the world confirm this trend.

Many countries around the world have introduced
climate policy and measures for cisRamanalbgamgeat
|l oss and damaGeaz Atwe&€l améawl osely monitoring th
Such | aws are passed by the | egislative bodies o
climate policy.u-olfhdtyemoyo netnaiisns imbend r educti on target
t o beseoatosrsal, and provide mechanisms for transp
OQur comparative | egal research on the i mpact of
wh ch these | aws take effect: setting targets an:
revi ewing progress, devel oping macroeconomic an
considerations to be takmakimgoprrecounes,i napaudd
expert advi ce, procedures for public participat
mobility transition.

I n numerous research projects, we wosk thoskl yaw
and international organi sataodspobiinvabktfgandat
successful climate protection. Drawing on our t
generate ideas bobpomyrandfesomiegyt h&eeare committ
human rights and soci al participation. That i s
knowl edge about climate chang,e,andusmucche nasrseu esc C
students, paodilsaypexpétets,

At CIl iGrLaazw,: we are not only committed to cli mate
geographical equality at alll l evel s. Gi ven my Af
a splecfiocusSoawun hNaoritaH ogue and cooperation with A
Ameri ca.

However, we are al so aware of our position in tI
SouBEast ern Eandpit ssipeatkppanmph bbour s . I am therefore
t hat ClGrmlzaw:s a founding member of the Europea
established in Berlin in September 2025.
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ncertreiarcghi ng, we have recently tdiewrel o medc | ame
viromamantsalst ai nability law. This uni gdieptphr ogr e
aining in these areas of law in line with th
eciali sation fwiictuhs easl loni tAsusitnrtiearnn altaiwo n a | and E
senti al for these areas oé&cobmawmi ¢ nf adme wo ok, c ¢
i mat e, enwindosmesmntaahabi |l ity | aw,r yancdo mphounse ntthse,

so taught .

Emphasis is also placed on transgdinsdcippolliinarcys.diBs

on

Th
Un
w h
pr
co

c |

a universal |l egal f ounda-tainadn , ecariveeenrtsepde c $ P ¢ € is
aininog,i rEukwptedina nt ernati onalndclsiumdtaé nadmnviintgr

terdisciplinary Eog hpasnigeunatgse icnotuor saecsc caulnsto. ens ur

e specialisation is al soarpeaar t6 Gfi mah e iIChtaergaedi
iversity of Graz. 't thus essenti-aktdyt emphiemgn
ich members of the profil e edrsegaarte odl gdc ei nwmdal
ofrielae 6a&Cl i mate Change Grazé at the University
operation with experts from the fieldandf cli

i mate ethics, we pursue a transdisciplinary ap

herpecroati on partnerstihem Awadstroinal ¢amelyéevehalrned as
me in the world and in Graz, Styria. Wi th thioc
work with municipaletbbesEnvitbamenmi Agehciest
onomi c Chamber, the Climate Change,aGantorteh eAus
iversity centres at the Uni,aedspayt ofgandriazan m
stiThei 9ame applies to exchagamgesj widitdhi ahebreamec!

the | egal profession.

recent years, we have already succeeded in es
d univer si tryowghduathb oAuwasttiroinss armhd wor | dwi de. The
tergovernment al Panel on Climate Change and t
rican Environment Mi ni ster s’ Conferencal t he

undathidomany mor e.
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As of today, we have active wuniversity partners
| srael , the Research Academy at the I nstitute f
(Germany), itse otyniBaeil siatnd Padua (ltaly), t he Ce
Studies at the Institute for State and Law of t
Renmin Law School in Beijing (Chinmagity heClhaatdiaad
Centre for Climate and Justice at the University
Nat ur al Resource Law and Governance (Canada),

University of Bras$dhaoll Bfarziitted Etoatned) , Ltalwe CI
University of Strathclyde, Gl asgow (Scotland),

and Knowledge Economy in Leipzig (Germany), t he
Di sasDespl acement, Geneva (Switzerland), the Ass
African and Middle Eastern universities, and man
We are particularly proud to have been accepted

(PB¢C, a committee under the United Nations Fr ame
that supports developing countries in building t
to provide | egal assistancEle ands earpalti ¢t gntbrue | ids$
available as a -abmpet eartaed 6fowugbtientahdc exp
knowl edge cooperation in the field of climate pi
| anguages are spoken at the research centre: Ge
Persian, Croati an, Sl owdini abna,ni Ghe c hDutkEihn niGsahe, | i S
Afrikaans, Ukrainian, Russian and Romanian are t
forgotten a few.

What do | wi s@r afzorf r ©@lm nhleawiu ®th ?ndther alelnyt tcsont i nu
commitment to its core activities: These include
3) cooperation and capacity building, and 4) soc
be set: Legal consofi dcatrireemtarkdhowheegreatoinoncl!l ir
variability and climate change, as weeclolnoams ct haen dc
ecol ogi cal systems and the climate system. Furth
i nrtdei sci plinary research programme that addresse
| ooking research on ,ahd mamt ei ganpiach smeasapeatt ba;

ecol ogi cal climate r esi leiaerncche .r eFsuurltthse rt hirnotuegnhs i pf ui



papers,,asnemit haer di ssemination of results to rel

the wider public. ,Aaduimaintaigemenpr od u rreenseenatr c h

umbeprahd -docsttor al student s and research

n
c
a summer andwiwti mtgar tsrcehroo | wofr | diwi &t enl a w.e
S

bmi ssion of joint funding appGriazatiaoaanswdlol

[
> 5 O S © »w o

d public organisations.
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, et c. already I|listed by our teamourl.

—
c n <

t a doubt , as Al bert Einstein once sai
ev hing that can be counted count s. The

me a s

(¢
-

» C < O
—

we have compiled what our small team has achi

The
pr ot eatni ame eta,ndi refngrame i n -dosdeuraadi hransdbsei
WO u
t he

as wel | as everyone who has accompanied and

Research for the future: that is what it esrays

ordination of specialised,wankshober stwuatmabheg

iversity promotion of partnerships and col
undaries. bHst alkri shmantgofc partnerships and
Austramd Emtempeati onally. Provi sanodn ootfh eerx pperrit:

l'd go on withmthe Iciomp|] ebenebksmakfe havel

e the best within our existing capacities

rable and that nortaht . mblaserahkkteshings

foundi ndgGrafz C€liivmLyw:ars ago created an excel

I'd i ke to thank Gmwmwzcdloreddhees @dtutGSltiamlda w:g
past five years. I woaodwlids oarlys B olairkde atnod tohuarn kSt

for Climate Qraaw )( GllilmLtahve: best and every success

i mmensely important wor k.

Ol iver C. Ruppel
DireReoearch Centre forGr@lziimate Law (Cl i mLaw:

University of Graz

Gr az, November







ThResearch Center Ci omL@&WwWiwasst e zoLuanwd e(d at t he Uni v
17 June wiOt2h0 it s opening marked by an internati ol
growing for some time, as climate change increas
chall enge, but al so as alltgalj oot cQueandoaflkf @¢
centr al to how societi@lsi mleasvywwoans@r drae att leed d loi npa toev

where these questions could be studied in depth

1. Origins @&nd Purpos

At i ts fCoéumdGat@:mmtn,out t o examine how | aw can con
in Austria and internationally. The center bring
energy |l aw, and insernhatbonhhke bpwci ABhd aphppl |l enge
first pQGbimateéei baw: Current Oppodltluemdct éddsr eafnlde «Cth
opening symposium and demonstrated fromnhhetbegi

schol ar shwor Iwd tchewelad pment s.

We work for UNIVERSITAT GRAZ
tomorrow UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ | Program
—— <L

3pm. Words of welcome
Rector Prof. Dr. Martin Polaschek
Dean Prof. Dr. Christoph Bezemek
Prof. Dr. Eva Schulev-Steind|, ClimLaw: Graz

3:20 pm. Talks and discussion (in English)

Climate Law: A New Dawn

Invitation to the opening of Prof. Dr. Jaap Spier, University of Cambridge, UK

Climate Law and Climate Science: Joint Enabler for a

( :l' L . ( ; new Climate Enlightenment?
| I | l C] W . rQZ Prof. Dr. Oliver Ruppel, Stellenbosch University, South Africa
Research Center for Climate Law 430 pm. Presentation of the Research Center
4:45 pm. Break

5pm. Talk and panel discussion (in German)

Wider die Z&hmung der Spinner — Zum Staatsziel
June 17t 2020, 3 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Klimaschutz
(“Against the Taming of the Crazies - On the State Objective Climate
Protection™)

Online Conference Prof. Dr. Ferdinand Kerschner, JKU Linz

University of Graz Klimagrundrecht, CO»-Budget und Klima-

Rechnungshof: Pro und Contra

(“Fundamental Right to Climate Protection, COz-Budget and Climate Court
of Audit: Pros and Cons”)

Please send your registration to Host: Eva Schulev-Steindl|

Participants: Katharina Rogenhofer MSc, RA Mag. Michaela Kromer

LL.M, Prof. Dr. Gottfried Kirchengast, Mag. Miriam
until June 10 2020 Hofer, Doz. Mag_Dr_ Stephan Schwarzer, RA Dr.
Wilhelm Bergthaler

anne.schubert@uni-graz.at

University of Graz | Universitatsstr. 15 | 8010 Graz 6:30 p.m. End
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e task of the researchapnalcjuse eing tdevet opimeatl ks
ange | aw from agaandughtobahnCIpiEuspwemidwue.s sar ¢ h

ojects with nati orfalc uasn dh gi mtne rcr d tmaad rea Ic hppanrgten d r
e expertise of the cent err'esl enveanmbte rnsa tli,imensh | i, n cto
ternationalglhpudbll o xe | mavt wolrhkiorug and cooperati or
i mate science, climate poli cOf,i mtGrwapzatr s U €€ 0 MO I

ansdisciplinary apilh oad@Grwdzgles etwy{ hr € sapteec s h s &

gotiations, climate | awsuits, c | jjamalt emalniya briolriet
i s makes it possible to Ilink Iegal analysis wi
i mate action. B ecyeomtde ra caaldssani sce rsmeusd yas tahepart ne
fering |l egal expertise, contributing to policy

climate protection | aw.



Eva SeShwlaendlli ver RuppeVi eanndg he BOKU,
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2. Position within the University

Cli mGxvw:s based in the Faculty of Law, Public La
part of thér&dndoveFisetg of Excell @dmhces @TOhinmat & o@h
the center within an i nter dissairplhi marry srse ttvoer kn at
soci al sciences, and humanities. I't all ows | ega
climate science, policy studies, economics, and

Within the Faculty of Law,poClnitmldwrldsrexntcaeblfiogh
and practitioners who are interested in how | egse
I'ts position baotnh tihre rtehsee afda@du Inteyt woomrdk ensures th
trecatin i solati on, but as part of the universit

c hangaenuflrtoimpl e angl es.

3. Areas of Focus

T Climate Chanlgret ebranvat i onal climate change | aw
nati onal cl i mampearah awvege | himmha taan all iytsii gat i on
comparative analysis of |l awsuits, bBodehs of

dynami cs

1 Environmental : &f Eaemewypr kawf or renewabl e ener
griadnsd, j ust decamrdeomitzragdnointi on and policy, | e
Deal, circular economy, digital transition,

T World Trade Law and Tdleismattevocifanrrdaels are inte

ruleshbs&efrom the World Trade Organization |

transiti-omr ton aedonomy. While trade rules car
framework for promoting climate actmeon att hr ol
standar ds, reducing tariffs on green goods,
cliatiendly projects. This relationship is ¢

1 Sustainabl e Devellst pinamatb| ¢ aWevel opmeaw amda c
i nterconnected, with | egal framewor ks for bo
whil e aiming for equitable devel opment. Key

t he Paris Agreement, t he UMD s$uys taanidn apbrlien cD g



common but differentiated responsibilities".

greenhouse gas reduction, renewable egnergy, ¢

Human Rights @&r Gteendmiean adf rfi gmdad i n the face
attention to gender equalairtyciimpadliiomate dl awca
participation, access to informakiog, &edifai
fairanmedset hical di mensions of <climate | aw in

Urban CliidatbenL&Wi mate Law ici-ltgygavieni npgo Isiicgyn ini:

are facing a range of political constraints w
commi t mewmtusnndismg climate mitigation policies
waste, and energy sectors, among others

ArtificialArltnitfeildii glencetel |l igence (Al) techn

opportunities bothibdbor ehvmadbmdead & gtadptriodre,ct
i mpose certain risks such as high ener;gy cons

Applied: Tolpiimate migrati on, security issues,

responsesrelt ot e¢ed i dniag ®&st er s.







1. Current Team

PrdfStell enbosch) MM Dr. OI i

Prof . Ruppel is the head of the Re
Law (Cawm:lamnstihttute for Public Law
at the Faculty of Law of the Univer
in climate | aw.
Since 2011, he has been a full prc
international |l aw at t hesiRacudfty
Stell enbosch, South Africa, where h
the Rule of Law Progr amme.
Ruppel is, among other things Principal Il nvestig
the University of Graec¢timembleawowornkiendlgmauwpg df
Centre Austria (CCCA) climate research networ k.
He is a Distinguished Fellow of the Fraunhofer |
Economy (I MW), Leipzig, Ger matnryatammdo rPe olf @8 s®ac h E
Kenya, the Catholic University of Centr al Afric
Ljubljana, Slovenia, and Xiangtan University, Ch
Hi s research focuses on public dmdv i(rgtlerbradt iNoonrat
Sout h) . A particular focus is on sustainability
environment al and climate protection | aw with
international organi sations.

Il ndi vi hbat shmeps

T European Association for Climate Law (EACL).

T Gl obal Strategic Litigation Council (GSLC) f
Mi gration and Mobility, Cornell Law School (L

1T Advisory Board of the Monteviaded hRr oUgrianmne do nN
Environment Programme, Nairobi (Kenya).

T Member of the Board, School for Climate Studi

T Scientific Advisory Board, EU Horizon 2020 F
Gl obal ARprdacminhg Farmland t hr o-lPdily 2ICrhp rmav ed

T Principal Il nvestigator, Field of Excell ence (

f Academic Advisory Boar d of t he Political AcC
Academegnn¥.

T Committee on Environmental, Heal th and Safet

(1 BA), London (UK).
T Climate Protection Law Working Group of the C
research networ k.
Climate Law I nbofi &traehclUpdeer &l aggow ( Scotl &
Expert Group on Soil Pr otOe gtain o(sFaAtGr)w /R oFnoeo,d (alntd

E
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Scientific Advisory Board, Gl obal Pandemi c Ne
No-Resi dent Distinguished FredtlioownalFrMamagpdman t
Knowl edge Economy (1 MW), Leipzig.

Wildlife Justice Commi ssion, The Hague ( Net he
Schol arship Commi ssion, |Intergovernmental Par
Worl d Commi ssion on Enveroatmeotal Uawoatf bhe(
Nature (I UCN).

European Environment al Law Forum (EELF).
Consortium for Geopolitical Studies of the Se
German Society for African Law (Gf AR).
Society for I nter(rbdtEiLonal Economic Law

Swiss and South African Society for Internat:.
Advisory Committee of the Platform on Disaste

0
Geneva (Switzerland).
United Nations EducatOogathi(sUDNEISeECNO) b &G cEahidc €1
Observatory (GEObs) Ethics Networ k, Paris (Fr

Commi ssion for Legal Pluralism, Zurich (Swit z
Association of Environment al Law Teachers at

|l i shing functions or $oinentific journal s/
Member of the Scientific Advisory Board of t1
United Nations Environment Programme.

Member of the Scientific Advisory Board, Spri
series, Springer Verlag.

Ceeditof the series AKlIlimaschutzrecht und Gov
Governance), Nomos Verl-8gei hodlget hiekl wMahk Es a

M¢l | erov §.

Member of the editorial board of thse journal

Member of the Scientific Advisory Board of t1
Member of the Scientific Advisory Board, Uni \
Ceeditor of the series I nternational Year book

togetihérr Har al d Ginzky.
Member of the Scientific Adv
Adonis & Abbey Publishers Ltd.
Ceeditor of the series Recht und Verfassung

sory Board of t}

Nomos Verl ap, HaogemuhetHawmiman and Hatem EIl | i es]
Me mber of t he scientific advisory board of
Challenges, 0 El even Publishers, together witd!l

Ceeditor of the series AENvVvironmentthael TLraene aonfc
Life, 0 Hanns Seidel Foundati oc8clHISSEhti hg@gget he



LectandsPresentations

2025

1

E |

AUmwel t schut z, Me henrechte und KIimager ecl
im Spannungsgef¢g gagee ntsehhdai?direl niscohekre i t d e ¢
Afri ka Archivs un dé €£ANSBmiehniedi Pd ek esBr €m
Ger many, 27 November 2025.

ns
Ve
d

AC| i mL awi WaGsr aizs't passiert und was kommt noch
Forschumngns et Kl i @as mhatwzr &eWitzr t(schafti und K
Ver bunden im Recht? Meerscheinschl ©ss]|, Gr az,
AR¢ckmel dung aus dem Herzen des Amazonas: K
Roundt abl e Post COP30 Veranstdlitmark@nter een
(UNFCCC COP 30) -2wel Mdhvee mbem 12025 in Bel ®m,
For schuumng sfzeerntkl i m@alsicnluatvz:r e@rhaaNgv ember 2025.
AThe intersections between public policy, hun
in times of conflicto. CESUPA (Centro Univer
2025.

Nat i @ommdr ess, Auditorium of the Chamber of De
AA model l aw for sustainable soil managemen:H
Semi nar on c¢cl i mat e, bi odiversity andamhéand us
Sustainabl e Devel opment, University Center o
Campus in Asa Nort e, Braszli a, Brazil, 4 Nove
AWhat 6s missing? Climate justice in times of
COP 30Fofamelwerk Convention on Climate Change
Pra-a dos Tr°s Poderes, Brasz2l| i a, Brazil, 3 1
A model |l aw for sustainable soil management
Northern, Westeran &mad r @ebn tExgratiptblefrili®2 02 5.

A model |l aw for sustainable soil management
Eastern and Southern Africa, -Mé6 d$Saeamtde mhleorh azr(h2
ASoil Protection a&nda®l iimatEeurlogpwea. Ta&lkiimgt St o
lst Conference, European Associ a23 o8e ptfentddrn
2025

AFirst Draft of the Model Law on Sustainabl e
Fifth Ordi darOt h®es dMeen ianlgs under the African
AJustice For Africans and Persons of Africa
Parliament, Midrand, South Africa, 30 July 2(
AUnder standiehagt Edi HamanW&8bcoart pnRHsakaa, Ri gh
and National Adaptation Plans Nexus: A Hol i s
organised by the UNFCCC-bRatftids nGommmiCCB¢ei an cOCa
Cli mLawandGrtahze ACE ObsOe2rbv.at or vy, 28 July 2
nSoi l protection and management in the EU an
Research Agendas for Legal Protection of Soi
prote-«o0o jur2dica do solo na UH,d ICotnmenri rsastiioonn

Environment al Law, Expert Group for Soil and
of Lisbon, Law School , Li sbon, Portugal, 9 Ju
Phy2Climate Projekttreffen AFulignof, Via Face
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T Al nterdnatEBiuomgpean and Croatian Environment al
| ecture, Catholic University of Croatia, Zagrt

T AHi gh Level Segment [/ Panel Di scussion [/ Boo
Management Stnel Afermniboada,h l nstitute of Advance
Research Centr e, Stell enbosch, South Africa,

T Consultative meetingfwithnmmbéramehtt @AP&nN
t he Model Law on Suesnttaiinm bAfer iScoa,| LMeamzaegreart E
Centre, Stell enbosch, South Africa, 28 April

1T Wri-Sheop and consultative meeting on the final
Management in Africa, B2 @ | Arbhlo sz O Sout h Afr

T AGovernance for Sustainable soil management
Af rican approach?)STIwWS hSeHairnaalrd S&irnizeksy, St el
Advanced Studies (STIAS), Stellenbosch, Sout!l

T AThneexus o, Digitalisation, Al , Sustainabil it
Wor kshop organised by the Stellenbosch Uni v
Programme (DROP) in cooperation with the S
St enlbloes c h I nstitute for Advanced Studi es (S
Stell enbosch, Sout h Africa, 8 April 2025,

T Annual LLM Conference Digitalizati on, Al , S
I nternational Trade Law, \Walelldremeérogg c@®onfnertdn
Studies (STIAS), 10 Marais Road, Stellenbosct

T Environment al L aw Jatnhde Pfoil fitchy d dhi tNaom b(iEBLP5) |
Sei del Stiftung, House &trPemopcWaaoyhoBPk, FNam
2025.

T APresentation of the first dr aft of a nhew m
African continento, Official I nvitation to t1l
Committee onheAgfCbomituee, oh Justice, and t
Johannesburg / Midrand, South Africa, 27 Febr

2024

1T ALegal Transformation towar ds mofroeo ds ussytsati ennasbf
Hi grevel Di alogue 16th Conference of the Part
Combat DesertificatiAomab(iQNCGEGD)DecRimbe,r @HRdAI.

T fASuisntaabl e soi l protection in times of food i
Session by t he Commi ttee on Rur al Economy,
Resources, Nidi MDelwie mblen 2d,2 44

 ABiodiversit?at und HRtematur i @rangr i Umwell tkree a tetc
und Renaturierung i m Fokus des Naturschu
Herausforderungen f¢r Politik und Praxis im Z
20 November 2024.

T ACivil | ieabcilliimatees ciant atsht r ophei, Fal | School
Hot el Seggauberg, Seggau 23 October 2024.

f ALa restauration de | a nature et l e rtl]l e des
Conf ®rence internationale des pays d' Afrique

climatique, Facult® des scit@®ndHassjamnrildi ¢ee s ad



[

partenariat avec | ' Association des professeu
Moy®©mi ent et d'" Afrigue du Nord, Settat, Mar o
T AProject Devel opments in premargatmenn 00fn &Af M
Commi ttee on Rur al Economy, Agricultur e, Env
African Parliament (PAP) , Mi drand, South Afri
T AThe EU Natur eo Rdsttemrataitamnbaw Advi sorry Boar

Clatme Project, -Nodun&a?dd02&erbi a, 4
T AThe future of t he SDGs: A Comparative Con

Conference on Shaping Climate -Sitaaw:e DAycntaomisc, R
Academy of Sciencesc¢ -3I8BaMaiye ,2 0C2z4e.ch Republ

T ASouth African Soi l Lawo Workshop on ifSoi l
Beyondo, held at the Lanzeracs Estate and Co
April 2024.

T AKey | egal i ssues r enl aptaerdt nteor sjhu spts d me rSgoyu t threa
Stakehol der Wor kshop: Just Energy Transitio
Section Moral and Political Philosophy, Uni ve

T "nThe new Kenyan soil eoModegl abawiter r@&dielvakbre
Kenyan Soi l Society, Windsor Country Club, N &

2023

T AWem geh©°rt di e - WotkeRestotr ckelnigrear echti gkei't
international en Ei gentaulnmsunegshrte i éhrer eN acchhbhaar | ?tAi
Fachhochschule Salzburg, 21 November 2023.

T Keynot e, I nternati onal Forum on Yell ow Ri ve
Province, Chi na, 17 November 202 3.

T ACli mate Science, Legi aalmetriooom a&Arcd dAeamtyi orf iSrci
Week in the Service of National Devel opment 1
of Cameroon, Head of Government on the theme
the National Devel ommamtd®t rCatmegyy onND2FH0)Oct

T ATransici-n energ®tica justa en tiempos de cr
i nternacional o0, Convenci -n Cient2fica Il nt ern
October 2023.

T AThe | nt ertnaotfi oJnaslt iCoeurAdvi sory Opinion on CI
and Legal ConseqgORBC elBWwrnd ArnrhuOIPEICegal Wor ksh
of States regarding Climate Change, OPEC Secr

T ALe dtrernnatiinonal de | a protection des sols e
At elier "Model Law for Sustainable Soil Ma n
all emande pour | " environnement (UBA), |l e Dev
Stlelnbosch University, Afrique du Sud et |l e L
| "' Uni versit® Hassan 1ler, Settat, Mar occ o, 10

T ACl i mat epa&shta,ngper esent and future injustice: C
Per sweda.t i

f I'nternati onal Conference | Refl ections on Tr
Disciplinary Silos and Explor-ilfgSépbiembér K&O(¥

T AnThe Role of scientific bodiessihlgPCh,e ItPBPHPSTS e

(@]

risiso. 5th ASSELLAU Scientific @&anfPeorleinccye
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Measures on Genetically Modified Organisms i
Montevideo Environmental rltenverBrhd gor avhmhen o chrev eU

Environment Programme (UNEP) and t-2i2 Adduatnc
2023.

AThe | egal and regulatory framework required
and gas economyi bina N@ini bdmd .GaNamConf erence, (
Association of Nami bia (EAN), Nami bia I nves
(NI PDB) , and the Hanns Sei del Foundation (HS
Petroleum Cor pioa a{( NGAMCOR) ,Nakhé bcur e Hot el an
Windhoek, -NamAbgast 18023.

ACl i mate Change: Climate Litigation and Acti
Regensbur g, 10 July 2023.

AThe EU Soil Health Lawo,Melenttienrgn adt2i02mla IP hA®R\vCil s
Fraunhofer I nstituRes¢éUM&EI CHRPBe rl@antey QARG .

AA Model | aw on Sustainable Soil Management i
Partnership, Food anHBA@Dri Raom&2r Blfuanley gaRi3s at i
ACli mate Change and Environment al Justice: |
Perspectiveo. I nternati onal Conf erence, Conce
Regul ative ISysetrenm:t i dnal Empirical and Nor mi
University, Faculty of Law, | srael , 13 June ¢
AfEcosystems degradatiion eamdthbiondil v drrsaidtey plea s
Pl anetary Crisis: The Ranakeofs, SWMedbli mmas a&amdgat
journal Environment al Policy and Law (EPL) ar
AThe Value of Nature rntn Waoan lSumsapaiidnmadiptt €t gde d
Free Tr adei RegsrecaerntehntGaps and Future Rol e, Ecc
I nstitute of Development and Sustainability,
AThe Climate CrisiHopéofper floumamiet 2ot bhaudat o
University of Croatia, Zagreb, Croatia, 8 Ma)
AAn African Soil-TGwaedsaacdMoBerbO|] datwo . Commi t
Agriculture, Environment and Mantewmrnt ga!| MRaegs awn
Johannesbur g, South Africa, 2 May 2023.
Alnternationales Bodenschutzrechtfi Umweltrec
Kl'i makri se: Rechtliche Rahmenbedi ngungen,
Konf |l i kt peotregnatnii azkeerg)i,t guonafv Gr az, 26 April 202
AJust Energy Transition in Times @©dntQlo mhe e
Estudios de Energ?2a y Medi o Ambient-¢4 AELEEMA)
2023.

il nternati onal and Eemcgdadm!| Cl ilmdteeg nlada wd nWil n
Law, Faculty of Law, UBlilvEaschy2023Havana, Ci

ALoss and Damage from Climate Changeo. Pl at
Commi ttee Workshop 2023Bo£€8@®ytea@r3davhad ccshs €y 2i3n



2022

T AThe Protection of Soi | under I nternati onal
Conference, held hybrid in cooperation with
Resources and LiB@KLWec,i etnltee sRe sva aerncnla Gent er or
[Cl'i mLaW:, Graxzaulty of Law of University of Gr
(UBA) , the United Nations Environment Progr a
Or ganiosfattihoen Un iFtA®©Od ;d\rdgcdooinzser() , 20 October 20:

1 ADer Baum dEmwedletbreencsht und Umweé-lotr ppanl i St¢idkl iicrh ¢
Afrika: -BSADAOCG hek, Vi enna, 22 September 2022

T AClimate Diplomacy and Mitigat iAfnr,i chadna pRedii oor
Forum on Climate Change, Stell enbosch Univer
Climate, Stellenbosch, South Africa, 6 Septer

1T ALegal and Regul atory Framework of Green Hyd
EAN AnGQounafler ence 2022 Nami bia: Towards a Gree
Country Cludd,7 Mamiubbita 202& .

T ACli mate Change Responsibility and Liability
with Prof. Matteo Fer miOdIdi aMai @l iBwatled i lngwy Waan
Stell enboschorUnd wiezesri)t,y,Sduwtoh Africa, 28 Jul

T "nGreening Trade Law for Gl obal Climate Gover
Webinar Envisioning Our Envi rnovninmeonntnaeln tF ulxauyr,e
2022.

T AAfri ka: Ei n Mar schall pl an féers KIi mahf. Pfi
Generalthema AGreen PRurlamei,2022hl oss Seggau,

T ADi e Kl'i mahaftung vV on Unt ernehmenitf. Fr¢h
Jurismmméeskoon AKIi mawandel und Menschenrecht e
Austr2&a,Ma2¥ 2022.

T AClimate Law and Climate Sciencebo. Graz 1st
Litigation in cooperation with UNEPenNntWLBA faonrd
Climate Law, Faculty of L eaowg(ahiWIé)r MalmrRi3wWwer2si t

T A"Regul atory Chall enges, at the Green Hydroge
Law and Policy Perspectivebo. Griweredcha tHyaodmr ogred
Environment al Lawyers Network of Nami bi a (E
Nami bi a, 21 April 202 2.

T AnThe Emergence of Environment al Law and Pol i
Launch of the fourth Bddt Pohioff EnviNaemnimé at a
Financi al Assistance Fund (NSFAF) Auditorium,

T AAfricaébs Energy Transitiono. Roundtabl e of
January 2022.

2021

T AClimate Action (SDG13) and the Role of Humar
Devel opment and Human Rightso, Faculty of L
Paul o, Brazil, 12 November 2021.

T AAssessing Climate Lawofr dAmnaaNaf@nbiaonhmhmenstap
Na mi bGoamp!l i anc e, Enforcement and Prosecution,

Saf ar i Court Hot el and Conf mPemcd o®ent €r0,2 1Wi 1
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T "nCome Together: Energy CBmenugy t Pegertsy awiStoh i
United Nations High Level Di al ogue on Energy,
Webinar, 23 June 2021.

T ASoil Protection and the Right to Food for a
profil e eEapretrht sMatQuerr s : Pat hways to a Better
Environment al Policy and Law, | OL, Amster dam,

T AFree Trade under the AfCFTA: Are You Ready f
Webinar SoutheAffhtca&mnmtRoadt ¥r Annual Convent.i
Africa, 29 May 2021.

T Al nternati onal Standards for National Enviror
Wor kshop on International Corporate Lamtbi |l it
Agency (UBA), Berlin, Germany, 22 April 2021.

T AThe Role of Human-sRiidfmtos IiGP OOISI &Gt @ blad w Pol i
Sustainability Fell owship) |l ecture, New Del hi

Supervised theses
2023
Di pl oma thesis

T Grundrfecbmwalut schutz in ¥sterreich: Eine krit

politischen Herausforderungen im Kontext des

Christina Brandstatter

T ADO NOT SI GNIFI CANT HARM (DNSH) o: ¥sterreich:c
KIl'i maschutz i-Vierderdmmuaxg nd0m2 &/ 852/ EU
Chiara El ena Kreuzer

2024

Di pl oma t hesi

T Das EU Renaturierungsgeset z: Eine rechtliche
uher besonderer Berg¢gcksichtigung me°glicher ClI
Landwirte
Stefanie Hiemesch

2025

Di pl oma thesis

f Juristische Einertdar'nlhrsgAd/eeseE@MR(limaSeniorinnw
Schwei zA aus °stieveg edrcthdrmsd haeus gPeewasipletker Ur t e
Pia Faist




Doctor al t hesi s

T ASwitch oRA thet iLdmgalt cand Supranati onal Compar
Energy: Austrian and South African Perspecti\
Larissa Jane Hedwige Houston

1 Der Soghewtgzr af i scher Angaben fer Wei ne i n
rechtsvergleichende Entwicklungsperspektive |
des Abkommens cber di e afri kani sche

Si mon Haas
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As®rof . Ma g . Dr . i ur. Ger har ¢
Gerhard Schnedl i s Assistant Prof e
Law and Political Science and a me
cl i ma€Cki mhbaww: wlriazqh was established
He is also a member of the field of
the University of Graz and the Clin

of t he Climate Change Center Aust
net wor kesehkirchr focuses on Austri a
admini strativefkeawnweshtor &@&&s !l aw, i

field of Austrian and European €
sustainability | aw. His textbookniovne resnivtiartosnvneernltaa
is particularly noteworthy.
Gerhard Seohhmgeadli zieg ®©d the Graz Environment al L a
dedicated to current topics of Austrian, -Europe:
edtor of t he journal "Nachhaltigkeitsrecht ( NF
Entwicklung", founded in 2021 by Verlag ¥sterrei
and-edbtor of the series " Sgpwhdliiesnh ezdau bPyo | B °t h [ka w n\We
as a speaker and consultant in all areas of envi
Il ndi vidual member ships
T Climate Advisory Board of the City of Graz
T Associ ated Member, Field of Excell ence CIl i mat
T Cl atme Protection Law Working Group of the CIli
climate research network

T Member of the Climate Advisory Board of the (

Publishing functions for scientific journals

T Ceeditor of t hezus eProileist i R Stuunddi evier wal t ungo (
Admini stration), B°hlau Verl ag/ Verlag De Gru
Kl aus Poier, -Samd nEBva Schul ev

T Ceeditor of the journal ANachhallea idyeveea It osprneecrhtt
Verl ag ¥sterreich, in the field of AENviron
Kat harina H2usl er, Mal te Kramme, and Stefan ¢

Lectures

2025
1 ABodenverbrauch i m- Zeidc h@8nhodderdr BEItiArhd kc h s e
R a h me ngbuendg enn , politische Herausforderungen un

vom Zivi-Foeamni ke
Seminar s AFl @ache
SiedlungsentGwiazk l

rr Ausbil dung und Berufsforde
nsparkondeeq Ranmeh anfupmg di e
uwregfMct ober 2025.




2024

T ARec
Abse
Rahm
¥ffe
Rech
Rena

fer

2023
T AMit d

Novemb
1 A¥ster
KI'i mas
der Un
ver ans
Recht |
26 Apr

2021

1T ABedeu
Stellu
Rah men

2020

1 ANeue
Wassen
Uni ver
Umwel t

1 ARecht
B¢egrger
Vol |l an

O DdONOD

—_——

schut z im °stemdeBrcbdbecbersasi tNaAtt ureschhtu.t
, Umwel t anw?2] te unter Druck und Umwe |
des vom ForschundsQldinmbravw &@rrazikbkt mast
i ches Recht und Politikwissenschaft de

nwa2l te Gr az veranstalteten Grazer Um
ierung im FokuRaldmeniNadiumgehmgezr ectt B
itik und Praxis im Zeichen der KIi makr
n Gerichten gegen die Klimakrise?i an
burg, i mumRdkhegn epartKermahaft ASal zbu
r 2023.

ei chisches Bodenschutzrechtd i m Ra hi
hQltizmleaayh:t a@r dnstitut f¢gr ¥ffentliches
versitat Graz in Kooperation mit dem C
alteten Grazer Umwel trechtsforums 202
cntbee dRantgmen g e n politische Herausforder
I 2023

ung der °ffentlichen AufiBadhé€rder sBwofF
g von Bg¢rgerinitiativen,-V&taalioritmge me
einer B¢grgerversammlung der Gemeinde |
nt wi ckl ungeinJudn R&tfwernit |ii e hRRanh nReerc hde s v
Abf all wirtschaftsverband e(l¥WAW)ht undde
itat Linz (I UR) veranstalteten We
echtstage: Aktuelles im Umweltrecht fi,
i che Grundl agen der Umwel tvertr2glic
er sammlinmmde ®ParemGe 2tten zum Thema ABau
chlussi in Premst2atten, 26 February 2(
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Supervised theses
2022

Di pl oma thesi s

T KI'i makrise und Energi ewende als Heraudgforder
Wi e kaRanundorednung die Umwelt sche¢tzen?
Franz Silly
2023

Di pl oma thesi s

T Paradi gmenwechsel im TBaerAkfiahliecthenumlbéral Zu
des EuGH-2Br8t/ ill,s P®r r Bau GmbH/ BH Graz Umgebu
Lukas Schmidt

Bachel or's thesis

T Die (gepdnawetlie vertr 2 gl iNohked il iesipnigfIumigtsigecled z
We¢rdi gung
Anj a Flucher
2024

Di pl oma thesis

T Bodenschutz in ¥sterreich in Zeiten des KI i me
cberm2@Cigen Fla@chenverbrauchsunugnd der zunehme
Linn®a Lieldi

2025

Di pl oma thesi s

i Das Recht auf Umwel ti nformation nach dem Umwe
zur neu geschaffenen I nf&GCGmamnidonefm ei hei t ger
I nformationsfreiheitsgeset z
Mar k Sommer auer

T Windkraftanlagen im Kontext von Raumplianung
Neuerungen dQNocvhe ldiee 2BBPS chtieenEQungsVO sowie
Fl orian Kohl f ¢¢r st

1

Bachel or's thesis

1T Die geplante 0O°. Ausschilchssangnemne Wo mdiikw md t fa
dem Hintergrund unionsrechtlicher Vorgaben f
Wi ndpar k Sandl
Dani el Mayr




Currently in progress

Di pl oma thesis

T Der rechtliche Rahmen f ¢r KunstlsdiodH en dienrd Bluir
auf ¥sterreich und Deutschland im internati or
Sarah Maria Damm

T Federalismus und europ?isches Umweltrecht: H e
Umwel trechtsakten in ¥sterreich
Mar kus Sparouz

Bachel esiss t he

T Rechtliche Rahmenbedingungen fg¢r die Errichtt
auf |l andwirtschaftlichen Fl2chen in der Steie
aktuell er Entwicklungen f¢r die angestrebte

Mi chael a Gr ah




MagDri ur. RenaEkn®irstner

Renat e -EPoinresrt niesr a Seni or Scienti st
Climatel iLmmlway: a@rdaz he Department f o

Political Science at the University
and iandnstrative | aw in the |light of
include energy |l aw with a focus or
(including renewabl e energies, ener

the future). She i $Enereqiddfrtahcourl toafs t
Ver | agBuraonpde an BnHhNo mbesrl awg ) . For t he
she was awarded the research pri ze
University of Graz. She is also fi@hi matsecCdaregeemect
and efCltihmate Protection Law working group of t

I

climate research networ k. She I eads cooperation
Havana (including the Climate Liawy Woht EresSthegobs
also a lecturer in energy |l aw at the University
Il ndi vidual member ships
T Member of the Climate Protection Law Working
group of the Climate Chance Center Austria)
T Ass ocNMembedar , Field of Excellence Climate Chan
Publ i shi ng sfcuinecntb uofnnsa Ifso/rser i al publications:
T Editor of the Flexlex Energy Law collection (
Lectures
2025
T Pi r sEtbnneerr , Renat e: 5 Years University Coopera
together with Prof. Dagni selys Toledano (Fac!
2024
T Pi r sEtbnmeerr , Renat e: Die regul at omi Alcther Bati it we d
Wasserstoff-29f EneEBCO®Necht skongr ess, i mh Kol
April 2024.
2023
f Pi r sEtbmeerr , Renat e: New Devel opments in Europe
Cientifica Internabhabndée: EXetgiTal |l Medi at Ambhaiat
Sosteni bl e, Uni versity of Cienfuegos, Cuba, :
T Pi r sEtbnmneerr |, Renate: (Beschleunigtes) Genehmigu

Umwel trechtstage, Il nsti tutnzf ¢irn WKnowoep etrraetcihotn dm




Gesellschaft f¢r Wasser und Abwasserwirtschaf
Austria |, 20 September 2023.

1 Pi r sEtbmeerr , Renat e: Energy Efficiency First? C
fer Clim: Phw: Wemr ks hdmd on CIl i m@dtienLlaavw a&amd zLi
Forschungszentrum f¢gr Klimaschutzrecht, Uni v e

T Pi r sEtbnneerr , Renat e: Best Practice Models for t
European and Austfi £m ebhdwegosi (€udia)y 3 Apri

2022

T Pi r sEtbmeerr |, Renat e: Principles of European and
EnergyCllaw,aworGrcahzungszentrum f¢r Klimaschut z
Recht swissenschaftliche Rakelsfttydef Havasanasi
June 2022.

1 Pi r sEtbmeerr , Renat e: l nnovative Climate Energy
fer: l1st Annual WorkshopTlhea EBlUs$imaé¢es Lafwv @Inidmi
and E€ergLaworGrecakznhgsesm f ¢ir Klimaschutzrecht,
Austria 27 May 2022.

2021

T Pi r sEtbnmeerr |, Renat e: Das (gr¢ne) Energiesystem
Rechtsentwicklungen, f¢r: Tagung der AGKI i mac
Austri aua24 ROR1.

2020

T Pi r sEtbnneerr , Renat e: European and AOserivaewCl im
and Perspectives, f-&rSocl mtl e Rm @thit sn alne@ls ERe& mir roe
University of Havana, Cuba, 19 February 2020.

Superviessed t hes
2022

Di pl oma thesis (awarded the Linda Rauter Prize,

M Die Unabh&ngigkeit der Energieregulierungsbetl
Anna Zel l er

2023

Di pl oma t hesi s

T Von erneuerbaren Energien und finanziellen At
°sterreichischen F°rdersystems f¢Ausbaeuer bar
Gesetz im Vergleich -Ener-gegatszhen Erneuer bar e
Jessica Marent
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T Recht sf rPaegtehe menr gi ehandel im Rahmen einer ©°f
Bl ockchain unter besonderer Berg¢gcksichtigung
Semjon Lorber

T Gr¢ner Wasserstoff i m Energierecht
Sebastian Brass

2024

Di pl oma thesis

1 Rec hsttsriunment e zur Verfahrensbeschleunigung i m
Bianca Konrad

T Aktuell e Entwickl-dageneam &t Wemmaf ktdem Pr ¢f st
Julia Hoff mann

2025

Di pl oma thesis

T Biogas und Bi omethkhiam Rerx lEthsew ggr¥églreeicahle i zvi uhlde n
Deutschl and
Mattias St°hr

T Energieeffi-ei eatescBalieaohe Untersuchung des (

Hannah Goll ob

T Raumpl anung und Verfahrensbeschleunigung i m E
Gerald Gut mann

T Kénstliche I ntelligenzhtund Smar't Grids i m Ene
Lara Kaidisch

Currently in progress

Di pl oma thesi s

T Speicher i meEneRgthteevhtgleich zwischen ¥ster
Il nes Kanzi an




Ati eh Khati bi B. Sc. LLB. M. S

Ati eh Khati bi is a committed and a
di verse background in environment al
| focusing on climate change | aw and

with an emphasis on suisdywmalkibnge. d&®h
holds both a BSc and MSc in Natura
renowned universities in |ran, |l sf a
University of Tehran, respectivel y.
and a Master's irmPrEsent bgmersthael slec
Research Project Assistant at the

Environment, and Human Rights" project, while p
to her academic pursui 089 ahd wbthéedetlom &déel plv
Assistant under the Cross Culture Programme, coO
and researching climate mitigation targets outli
hastensive experience in national and internat.i
Il ran on initiatives I|like the I nternational Car b
management (Sistan ProjefttolverFdrtvleernymanres, tohde¢ heo
Zone Management project (1 CzZzM) in lran's sout he
medi ati on, demonstrated by her role as an I nterr
At i i st od eaddi dcraetsesdi ng c¢cl i mate change and peacebu
Cl i e Ambassador by the Gl obal Youth Climate

[
[

C
u
B

n

[
[
i nc publications i n presti gfiso usu njdoeurrsncaolrse
pro y i n emavkiirnogn nfiernatnmael w odrekcsi sainodn i nt er nat i ol
str ndamaikonn gi nt odé si sainodn | e g@mad s ietxipoenretdi steq
sig t
a [

pe

contriabutlicom,s Swstanwiabbemeddavel op me

Il ndi vidual Member shi ps

T Associasedgearkgearcher s, Field of Excell ence
of Graz

Vol unteer, Environment al Peacebuilding Associ
Cl i marMbeassador , Gl obal Youth Climate Networ Kk

I nternational Medi ation Campus Fell ow (Ger mar
YOUNGO (Children and Youth constituency to t}
Cli mate Change)

1
1
1
1

Lectures

2025

T CeLectiulrretrerina€i omate Change Law, Pol i

cy and
Il nternati onal Law nUeirvé&emesyeof 26282 20

26 .




=Rn&RI¢=(AWYd @A WiekR 7¥1 a

Soi l Law and Climate Protection, The | ink Be
and Soil Protecdd omni, atTihen Eafr o@leiamatAe Law ( EAC
September 2025.

Women and Climate Security RiskfdumanN®Ri igbnal,
Security and National Adaptation Plans Nexus
Mo b iollint y ed Nations Climate Change PCCB Net wo
Frontline or Footnote? Review of Womends Righ
and Policies Mkdruads giyn Ri GlkisdnaDCeawsna kSthwdoy :r ell raa |
semi nhaumaom r i ght s, democracy, di versity, and

the Gl obal Campus for Human Rights, 16 May 2/

2024

T CeLectiulrmretrer nati onal Climate Change Law, Pol i
I nternati omalt yL eoWj rGuemrzv Semester 2024/ 2025.

T Climate Law in the EU and Austria, Fall Schoo
of Gr az, 24 October 2024.

T Cl i nmetnecCeom f | i ct Nexus in Afghanistan: Il mpl i c
AHuman Rights in Afghanistan: Exploring New T
The Raul Wallenberg Institute, Il stanbul , 5 Ju

T An Assessment gafl WRMqEHCOE LEd fecti v-BRagpendioveStu

Climate Actions: A-BWemen dgplwrdaamd, rRAGgAatzsu al Ph

Workshop on Climate Law and Litigation, Uni ve
I ntroduction to ClRingahttes Choaunrgsee :a nMio dHwlma n2: Hu
Negotiation and Process, Agreem®©ngangsd&d8tOAoni
Apr il 2024.



Mag. i ur. FIl orian Kohl f ¢ r st

FIl ori an Kohl f ¢r st studied | aw at t |
course of his studies, he developed
topics of env,armanmncdntmalt,e emertgey ti on
his diploma thesiBapohetifonal fgr ewnmi
relation to spatial pl anning and of
l aw (with a focus on the EU Accele
Amendmenan®ORBD 1 11).

Par al |l el to the | ast wsoernkeesdt eirns ao fl ahw
with a relevanmehbtoctosednatbasabbvactivity.

[

As a university assistant, he now supports the r
the areas of emwmidr cd mamatt elwjprdntarcgdywoms | amw nati one

|l ndi vMamtadr shi ps

T Associatstedgearéegearcher s, Field of Excell ence
of Graz

Lectures

2025

T Climate Négoeratnitoonsal Cooperation ScohoColmbat

66Negotiate your futureo, Graz, Austria, 16 ¢
T 1& 1litAktuell e Entwicklungen aVerBleelsrpdredc ldtegt &
2025, Vi enna, Austri a, 2 October 2025.

"8 Fl orentine Schm°l zer

ne Schm°l zerasFIlboereenntd inep oScth
e of Public Law in office ma
he University of Graz. Havi
Centre for Climate Protect.i
obi gmne®unce that she wild.l n

FI orenti
= Il nstitut
“ |l aw at t

Research
we areddée
of toauam.
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2. For nMermber s

We would also |ike to take this opportunity to t
Your contribution has been eyeamtsi alndt ovi dlr nae v &

T Univ.Prof.in Mag. {8a@indOid.,i L. MEva Schul ev
M Dr.in Miriam Hofer
T Dr.in Larissa Houston
T Dr.in Carlotta Garofalo
M Dr.in Julia Wallner
T Mag. Paul Schweighofer
T Mag.a Stefanie Hiemesch
T Rai mond Nrecaj
9 Mi Dabel ak
T Ass.jur. Si moxnt eHalaesn b oLsLc. V).
T Viola Moisesbichler, B A
f§ Petra Damm
T Anne Schubert, MA
3. Former Visiting Fell ows

Al essandra Accoglii

Al essandra is a visiting researcher from Univer :
shreecently submitted her doctoral thesis on the |
aligns at the intersection ,ahdchumanercbghhgel bww
of a case study on e<taitdatnas tme |[tred @ainans sdared | a1V
and restoring peatlands as i mportant carbon sinl
people who depend on the ecosystem f brneodndtédir [
resear Ahessarwydra wild. be involvedClinml&a&awember o
particul ar, she wil/ work under the guidance of
i nvestigate how t he tfoirmdiwthdiscdo fp rAd lecstsea nidr taedgsr atoic
l ens into | egal measur es O0NC aIc osseyrsvtes na p rao tgeecnt @ roan
analysing the tensions between gl obal deermmamyd s f
all owing for application in di vaeprasrea codnttenxet sL.ecSh
on Al nternational Climate Change Law, Policy and

Greta Lesnaityta

Ms. Greta LesmaslLtapdaStemeswiln kaixkted nl soiwle tehxupaenriiaenn «
Environment al Law, WasaedMSunsgemeabl ReDeValkopmen
currently the Chief Advisor for the Waste Policy

of Lithuahsa.aShecisrer at Mykolas Romeris Unive
compl eting her PhD. Dur i ntga kheesr aF eclllooswesrh ilpo, o kMsa.t 1
of the waste management sectpormo,aahdasnteif flieecd sweoakn
that may offer adequate solutions. Weaadel epki't
forward to working together and achieving great



Ebru Demir

Associate Professor ibbesipt Demi andol sssaalLéatl burer
Department of Ankara YildiriSheea8eytaazyad Unn v@lrisml &
Land Steier.®hekaFebl-battder al PResdear c hUnFiev droswisthyi,p

Denmar k, where she is currently researching clin
Human Rights. Associate Professor Demilrntserratai o
Environmeanntdall nLtaew,maatli oLnaan. CSrhiemibr i ngs a weal t h ¢
to the table, and her unique insights promise to
opportunity to delve into the intricani €0 usft DY
Human Rights, and to explore the nuances of inte

Ferl anda

Ms . Luna is a | awyer and PhD candidate in Politi
the University ofse&Goiimmbr"aP.ub3hiec sPpoelciicales, al®doci al
MA in Regional Economics and Public Policy (UESC

for Science and TecRR®W@I79ggy HRmDrfeslelao w la(b200u2t 2 it dret
Ri ght to the City and publicfopalsiedi eosn ffoor mad b
encompassing soci al and economic indicators to
research involves urbansi fifremmdlhiet ypeamdpetché vel io
consequences of climate change t hsriozueggch Brhaz il leinasn
The resear ch -lag vissl tgowerenamude iconcepts and | aw r
respbnsities to manage and evaluate measures to
context of <climate change.

Matjaz Nahtigal

Matjaz Nahti gal is head of the Chair in Internat
of Lj uel jteeraac.ches courses in international l aw anc
the Faculty of Law, University of Ljubljana, whe
his graduate studies at Harwlende Llnev fSicthioohed i mi ¢
doctor al program and obtained a degree in Scienc
| egal reforms and inclusive and transparent i ns
during obhetpamiso-tli @ams iatnidomp.ost

Wi | 10dme nda al

Dr. Willem Odendaal wil |l -Phod nr eosudfialrticehamm Oxdye n@ctad b en
BA Hons from Stellenbosch University, an LLB fro
in hateonal Law from Oxford Brookes Univeytsity &
of Strathclyde in Glasgow. He is an admitted | e
Nami bia as wells as a projAdssictamdien&eotref (LAE
he wild. engage inter alia in the research field

the Developing of the Energy Market to Expand Va
Design.
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ZoranaTur z

Dr . Zoran Tur za, an Associate Professor of Theol
Research Guest Professor at t he Research Center
research focused on eciol mignc&lat eolhiicst healrdgyu

teachings, as they relate to the moral i mper at i
Dr. Turza critically examined how theological re
spehes, address gl obal calls for climate justi c:t
chall enges and ethical di mensions of climate | e
academic engagement deepeaenmplheé si tuindserisnaonldy eedy |
sustainable climate | aws. Hi s work highlighted
| awmaki ng, recognizing the need for et hical pr
frameworrkemaiwhiing mi ndf ul of the broader Il egisla
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Scientific Advisory Board

Prof. Dr . Dani el Enn°ckl, LL. M.

ProfessPublic Law at the University of Natur e
( BOKU)

Prof . D rF.e r Meetgtl @ &

Assi stant WPrmiod#msioey dam

Uni-Rr.of . Dr . Gottfried Kirchengast

Professor of Geophysics, University of Graz
Uni-Rr.of . Dr . Lukas H. Meyer

Professor of Philosophy, University of Graz
Uni-Rr.of . MMa ¢5.c hivB teevEm d | LL. M.

Rectorate of the University of Natur al Resour
Prof . Dr. Jaap Spier

Senior Associat e, University of Cambridge
Uni-Rr.of . Mag. Dr . rer.soc. oec. Kar | Steininger
Professor of ClimateTrExmaiotmi ers, abidi WBairsg iati nta b ¢
Uni-Rrrof .in Mag.a Dr.in Erika Wagner

Professor of Environment al Law, Johannes Kepl
Prof . Dr . Gerd Winter, Dr . h. c. , Lic. rer . S
Professor of Public Law, University of Bremer
Prof. Zhou Ke

Director of the Environmental and Resources 1

University Beijing
Prof . Zhu Xi ao
Professor of Environment al and Resources Law,

Stakehol der Board

Uni-lve kt . Mag. Gregor Schamschul a

Managing Director, ¥kob¢ro Alliance of the Er
DI Manfred Assmann

Managing Director, Austrian Water and Waste |
Uni-Rr.of . Dr. Wil helm Bergthaler

University of Linz, Attorney at Law Haslinger
Mag. Andr eaWiGPssesri nger

Cli mate Protection Coordinator, Province of ¢

Ma g . Martin Nieder huber
Attorney at I&a Www,ar Nineed e rRecthearsanw?2| te GmbH, Wi

Ana Stanil, LL. M. Bcom.
Director and Founder of E&A Law, London, UK







Overview

ClimLaw: Graz has built a strong and diverse network of academic, institutional, and international
partnerships that enhance its research, teaching, and societal impact. These collaborations strengthen the

centerds role in advancsponges toeligratd chamge cht the matienald i s c i
European, and global levels. Through participation in international networks, cooperation with
universities, and engagement wi t IClinmate CHamge Grgzi ver si

ClimLaw fosterddialogue across disciplines and borders.

In addition, the center is a member of thRFCCC Paris Committee on Capaeityilding (PCCB)

Network contributing to global efforts to enhance capacity building for climate action. It is also part of

the Working Group on Climate Protection Law (WG ClimateProtectionLaw) under theClimate

Change Centre Austria (CCCA) and plays an active role withintkée | d of Excel |l ence
Ch an g e ,whiclaunites over 120 scholars working on the scientific, social, and legal dimensions

of the climate crisis.
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1. Academic and I nstitutional Partners

ClimLaw: Graz has established formal and emerging collaboratidghsawiide network of institutions,
including:

T United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
https://www.unep.org/

Association of Environment al Law Lecturers fro

CI CERO Center for I nternati onal Cli mate Resear
https://cicero.oslo.no/en

T Norwegian University of Life Sciences (Norway)
https://www.nmbu.no/en

T London Scohomomi o &rd Political Science (UK)
https://www.lse.ac.uk/

T University College London (UK)
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/

T Czech Academyl rodt iStciuteencaefs St atudblamd Law (Czech
https://www.ilaw.cas.cz/en/researahdprojects/class/about.html

T University of Havana (Cuba)
https://www.uh.cu/home/

T University of Padova (Iltaly)
https://www.unipd.it/en/

T Bar Il an University (lsrael)
https://sustainability.biu.ac.il/en#:~:text=The%20Scho0l%200f%20Sustainability%20initiates%20
and%20supports%20the%20development%2@search%20at%20Bar%2DIlan%20University

i DROP, The Devel opment and Rule of Law Programm
Africa)
https://drop.sun.ac.za/

T Renmin Law School (China)
http://iso.ruc.edu.cn/ENGLISH/Aboutus/LawPolitics/index.htm

f University of Reading, Engl and
https://research.reading.ac.uk/ceffeclimateandjustice/

T UNFCCC / Paris Commuitkteengogn( EBE@@ERLi ty
https://unfccc.int/pcch activities

T CCCA / AG Kl imaschutzrecht, Austri a
https://ccca.ac.at/netzwerkaktivitaeten/cacheitsgruppen/aglimaschutzrecht

T Gl obal Academy on Natur al Resource Law and Gov
https://www.grassrootsglobal.net/ga26/

T UBA, Umwel t bundesamt, Ger many



https://www.unep.org/
https://cicero.oslo.no/en
https://www.nmbu.no/en
https://www.lse.ac.uk/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/
https://www.ilaw.cas.cz/en/research-and-projects/class/about.html
https://www.uh.cu/home/
https://www.unipd.it/en/
https://sustainability.biu.ac.il/en#:~:text=The%20School%20of%20Sustainability%20initiates%20and%20supports%20the%20development%20of,research%20at%20Bar%2DIlan%20University
https://sustainability.biu.ac.il/en#:~:text=The%20School%20of%20Sustainability%20initiates%20and%20supports%20the%20development%20of,research%20at%20Bar%2DIlan%20University
https://drop.sun.ac.za/
http://iso.ruc.edu.cn/ENGLISH/Aboutus/LawPolitics/index.htm
https://research.reading.ac.uk/centre-for-climate-and-justice/
https://unfccc.int/pccb_activities
https://ccca.ac.at/netzwerkaktivitaeten/ccca-arbeitsgruppen/ag-klimaschutzrecht
https://www.grassrootsglobal.net/ga26/

https://www.umweltbundesamt.de

{ UBA, Umwel t bundesamt, Austri a
https://www.umweltbundesamt.at

T Zentrum f ¢r Menschenrecht e, Uni versity of Gr az
https://trainingszentruramenschenrechte.uaraz.at/de/uebedaszentrum/

1T | KEM, I nstitut f¢r Klimaschut z, Energie und Mo
https://www.ikem.de/en/

T EACL, European Association of Climate Law, Ger
https://www.ikem.de/en/eacl/#:~:text=The%20European%20Association%20for%20Climate,law
%20in%20Europe%20and%20beyond

T The Centre for Southeast European Studies, Uni
Centre for Southeast European Studies

These partnerships i tment got interrational Gcbllabaratiany @cademico mmi
excellence, and practical engagement in the global pursuit of sustainable and just climate governance.

2. Field of -CEXxaoamltleemCheange Gr az

To understand the complex effects of climate change and dgwelojcal solutions, interdisciplinary
collaboration is essential. Within thei el d o f Excell ence, mo€lthant28t e Ch a
scientistswork together to address the environmental, social, and legal challenges of climate change.

ClimLaw: Graz contributes to this network with its expertiselimate protection lawfrom Austrian,
European, and internat i on ditatiopie puBlip, ecenparative,sand | t s m
international law forms the foundation for joint research and close collaboration with expelimatie

science, policy, economics, and ethics

Key examples include:

1 The JUSTDECARB Project, which examined fairness angolitical robustness in
decarbonization processes.

1 Regular stakeholder workshops on equitable climate neutrality and national/regional
decarbonization pathways.

1 Roundtables and seminarson biodiversity law, COP negotiations, historical responsibility,
andclimate justice.

Visiting postdoctoral fellows, initiated by the field of excellence, contribute to the international
networking of members and the research center. They enrich cooperation in the profile area with
international perspectives and practieaperience, including by holding roundtable discussions on
topics such as AThe Legal Nexus between I nternat
Al essandra Accogli and fAHistorical Responsibilit



https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/
https://www.umweltbundesamt.at/
https://trainingszentrum-menschenrechte.uni-graz.at/de/ueber-das-zentrum/
https://www.ikem.de/en/
https://www.ikem.de/en/eacl/#:~:text=The%20European%20Association%20for%20Climate,law%20in%20Europe%20and%20beyond
https://www.ikem.de/en/eacl/#:~:text=The%20European%20Association%20for%20Climate,law%20in%20Europe%20and%20beyond
https://suedosteuropa.uni-graz.at/de/ueber-das-zentrum/
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3. Newartnerships

ClimLaw: Graz maintains strategic partnerships with leading institutions across Europe and beyond,
fostering collaborative research, academic exchange, and capacity building in climate law,
environmental governance, and sustainability.

Catholic Univakcksudaygt ofsiCdbo@enter for Christian R
Creation

On 10 Septembey ClimLaw: Graz hosted colleagues from thatholic University of Croatia, who

are establishing an interdisciplinary research center on climate change in Zagreb. The meetings explored
opportunities for cooperation olimate law, sustainability, integral ecology, and human rightsand

shared experiences in managing interdistgply research programs. Both institutions agreed to
strengthen collaboration throughint teaching, research projects, and summer schoglsaand a
Memorandum of Understanding will be signed during the&ClimLaw@5 event.Key participants
includedProf. Dr. Zoran Turza,Pr o f . Dr . | vamdG8b sit j e.loa LBaj i i

Project team meeting at ClimLaw: Graz with coll eagues
University of Bari Al do Moro

At the University of Bari Aldo Moro (Italy) , preparations are underway to establish a Regearch
Center for Climate Protection Law. Professor®amela Martino andGiuseppe Naglieriinitiated this
cooperation, which will begin with a omveeek research stay at ClimLaw: Graz following participation
in ClimLaw@5. The visit will serve to develop Mlemorandum of Understanding and define the
framework for future joint research, teaching, and exchange activities.




| mpressions from ClimLaw
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Overview

Since its foundation in 202CClimLaw: Graz has developed into a vibrant center of academic
publishing and knowledge exchange in the field
publications reflect both the diversity of its research and its strong international network. Members of
ClimLaw have authored and edited numerous books, journal articles, and special issues with leading
academic publishers and journals, andGaebon & Climate Law Reviedournal.

A defining feature of t he c enoperraécesandcollaboration.t i on w
Many of its edited volumes and reports are freely available, ensuring that legal scholarship on climate
change is accessible to a broad audience of researchers, policymakers, and practitioners. Through these
publications, ClimLaw: Graz contributes to advancing legal thinking on topics such as climate
responsibility, liability, energy transition, human rights, biodiversity, and sustainable soil management.

You can find below an overview of th@ain publications oflimLaw: Graz including official volumes,
openaccess books, journal articles, newsletters, special issues, and other scholarly contributions that
reflect the centerbd6és broad research engagement o

1. OpeAccB®O® kS

Over the pa@bstmflawkragemaersduced and contributed to
vol umes -amade sospemooks t hat ref ldefcrtom tcsl icneantter ad h arn

l'iability, and governance to bi odiversity, Soi
publ i cations are the result of close cooperation
They are widely aw@aceesisblformhteugheopéorcing t
di sseminating climate | aw scholarship globally.

Li st of 2 ®B»0b2k6s)

T Ginzky, H, Ruppel, OC (Eds) (forthcAfmiingarmr02
Mo d el Law for SustaiReralhlte uddi IVeMdraasgamegnti.n
Constitution in Africa Vol. 49, 450 pp. (Oper

T Schnedl , G, Ruppel, ocC, Wal cher, M (Eds)
Renaturierung im Fokus des Naturschutzrechts
fé¢er Politik und Praxis im Zeichen der KIlIi makr

T Gi nzkKk,y ,Ruppel, OC, Heuser, | L ;MbGrtien!| iPn+t oRwo,d rD,
Eugeni o, N (Eds) (2025) I nternati oSprli nYgeearr,b o
Cham, 400pp. (Open Access [/ Englisch).

T Ruppel, ocC, Ginzky, Hf hMaysayo ButedsnpblLeg’
Africa: I nsights from Botswana, Bur ki na Fas:¢
Moz ambi que, Nami bi a, SoutRecAftr iunal, Végdrmndas uang
Law and Constituti pp(.Qpre nAfArcicceas sVol .Endg7l,i s87hl) .

[
u
T Rodr2guez Eugeni
(2024) Second Sp
Englisch).

, N, Ginzky, H, Hannam, I,
ci al Edition on Soil Govern
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: Ruppdckd) (©OXQ24HofRadendcthait z im Ze
i ngungen, politische Her:
eut sch) .

d ed. forthcomingen026) |

-0 — —
O S

5

4) Kausalit&at im KIlimaschut z:
-SReppdl, C, M8chkubevM¢ll erova
a
I

CTnwown KIOWw
ST U0 0o

@)

w and rGoavnecren achic eCH a nDgreometntet

undad, GA\wearrorshaiMozanl, a § 8 7TPpd € De u t

Andrade Corr 2Mib,otFe,, Do,0lKeiyb,ugl,, H

) | ntlerlnaw i aomda | P oYleiacryb,o0 o\ko lo.f 6S.0i:
Englisch).

e for Climate Law (eds) (2023)

pectCilvaerd,awComndraaizbBh DoWsr ks b

it

)

[

o oo~ -

e
Cli mate L
Access |/
SchuSteevi ndl E, eregger M, Kirchengast,
Steininger K (eds) (2022) Ctilllmattye Clainngaet, e R&h
and Governance, Bald.enl, 5Gmeps, (Bpeeain Access |/
Ruppel, e8X, h | R ucphpteiln g, K (eds) (2022) Einvironn
Towards Making Africa the Trteieo noSel&wimes.t uFnogu,r t
Windhoek & Law and Constituti-Badem, AG70xm., (V
Access |/ Englisch).

i gation, 1st Edition, Gr a

Ginzky, H, ool ey ;Mbm,t eHe WPs, e rK,i blulg,i ,KaRmerMar kus
(2022) Inter nfat $winlal L &w aarmd okoloicy (2020/ 21)
Switzerland, 520pp (Englisch).

Ginzky, H, Dool ey, E, Heuser, I L, Kasi mbasi ,
(eds) (2021) Il nternational Yv¢alr bobk 9Spr iSogdr
Cham, Switzerland, 433pp (Englisch).

Schu3teewvi ndl , E, Ruppel OC, KerGurmment CGpgedtsy).!
and Chall enges Essays ClriomLawe S&Efdizesi aoln Qp
Per spectoibvads Chnaldlenges, Vol . 6, El even I nter

/

(Open Access Englisch).

Ruppel, ocC, Ginzky H (eds) ReoBti) uAflr Veamh a$§s
Afri ka, Bd. 4Bla d eNwo.n{o8B @ pBpaddcecness [/ Engl i sch)
Schnedl, G, Kir-8hengdbkt , K EG, SG@bndetewel Ksf{ 202
Wege zu e+d nesauzidawweilrtt schaftsg8PbathuekWeBt ager 5
zu Politik und VeikK#dWWe umar , BA4clhl)pp., WDewmt s



2. Book Chapters and Contributions to Edited

I'n addition to major CéddimlLedthzwwé ument r imembed s a o
chapters to national and international coll ecti
climate governance, l'iability, environment al j L
bi odiversidtyi,omsntdi p hlkeetrveelen trade and thé envir
including Nomos, Springer, Bridlef Reatbketdbe, cant
academic reach and engagement with global <cl i mat

List ofutComtise qER)21

T Ruppel, ocC, Kohl f ¢r st F, Debel ak, M (forthcoc
Vel kerrecht . I n: Schnedl , G, Ruppel, OoC, Wal
und Renaturierung i m Fokus nledi ndNangers c hw
Herausforderungen f ¢r Pol i ti kVeurnlda gP r¥asxtiesr rien

(Deutsch).

T Ruppel, ocC, Murray, R (2025) African Regiona
Law of Devel opment . Il hi mke et Re, H@ndBookaoun,
Forthcoming Routledge. (English).

T Ruppel, OC, Murray, R (2025) The African Cont
Constitutional Order and Rel evance for e a
Magl i versgasaantKmos/ Ol i vier, Mi chel e (eds.), TF
Uni on: Principles, Practice and the Road Ahec:

T Ruppel, ocC, Mur r aAvf,r iR a(n2 P2Aa5) i ahme nRPan Ori gi ns,
its HMelveeliopi ng the AU Constitutional Order .
Constitutional Order of the African Uni on:
Forthcoming Bril!]l 2025. (English).

T Ginzky, H, Ruppel, OC ( 2u0p2p5e)! , E x@C,u t Givrez ksyu, mmta
(eds.) Legal Pat hways to Sustainable Soil Me
Bur kina Faso, Camer oon, Kenya, Madagascar, M
Uganda anRlecZzhatmbunad VerfakawngndnCahst kauti on
Nomos Ver iBag.erMB2d.den Access [/ English).

T Ferrier, H, Ruppel, OC (2025) Country report
Murray, R (eds.) Legal Pat hwaAfsr itcoa : S ulsntsaiignhatk
Bot swana, Bur kina Faso, Cameroon, Kenya, Ma d
South Africa, WRearhd a uasmmdd VaAa mhaisss.ung i n Afri ka
Africa Vol . 47, -B\eodmeons4 6\@erpBleamsscBladEmgl i sh) .

f Murray, R, Ruppel, OC (2025) Country report f
R (eds.) Legal Pat hways to Sustainable Soil
Burkina Faso, Camer oon, Kenygauy e h MaNaangiabsicaa,r ,S oM
Uganda anRlecZzhatmbund Verfassung in Afrika | Law
Nomos Ver BagenBd@®@gen Access [/ Englisch).

T Murray, R, Ruppel, OC (2025) CoORtrYyinegpygrt H
Murray, R (eds.) Legal Pat hways to Sustainat
Bot swana, Bur ki na Faso, Camer oon, Kenya, Ma d
South Africa, WRearhd a uaarndd Va&a mhaisasrud gCa ms tAif tr u tkia
Africa Vol 4 7 , -B\aodneonst 4\bedrpleang ,AcBaedesn / Engl i sh
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T Georgina E.T. Nal uzze, GET, Ruppel, OC (2025
Ginzky, H, Murray, R (eds.) Lmgrat PatAfwaiysat o
from Botswana, Bur ki na Faso, Camer oon, Keny
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Umfassender Einblick in das internationale,
européische und dsterreichische
Bodenschutzrecht

Bodenschutz spielt eine entscheidende Rolle im
Kampf gegen die Klimakrise, ist der Boden doch
nicht nur Lebensraum und Lebensgrundlage fur
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Die Beitrage in diesem Sammelband beleuchten das
Bodenschutzrecht aus volkerrechtlicher,
europarechtlicher, dsterreichischer und deutscher
Perspektive de lege lata und de lege ferenda. Das
Buch berucksichtigt aktuelle Entwicklungen wie die
EU-Bodenstrategie und den Vorschlag fur das EU-
Bodenuberwachungsgesetz.
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Namibia ~ formerly South West Africa - is one of the driest
countries on earth, making its pristine environment particularly
sensitive and in need of protection. This publication examines
national environmental law and Namibian environmental policy
in interaction with international environmental norms and
standards. The environmental law of the African Union and the
Southern African Development Community is also addressed
The publication reflects legal and policy options for regulating
different sectoral environmental interests that are also relevant for
international development cooperation and economic exchange.
Inaddition, the work provides a solid foundation for comparative
environmental law scholarship.
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The protection of soil and the sustainable management of soils is
a precondition for sustainable development, food security and the
survival of humankind. Africa is the continent with the least land
degradation. Yet, the pressure on soils is already enormous and
continuously increasing due to a range of factors, including pov-
erty, over-exploitation, population growth and climate change.
Drivers of unsustainable soil management include overstocking,
overgrazing, water erosion, landslides, and over-application of
agro-chemicals. In light of this, the underlying legal, societal and
political conditions have been comparatively analysed in “African
Soil Protection Law”. Distinct country studies from Kenya, Cameroon
and Zambia serve to comparatively expose the serious imped-
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iments of soil in Africa. While mapping out options for model
legislation for improved sustainable soil management in Africa,
the publication addresses intertwined, interdisciplinary and com-
plex questions pertaining to soils, which may also be of compara-
tive interest to other continents and jurisdictions.
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Climate Law - Current Opportunities and Challenges
Essays from the Official Opening of ClimLaw: Graz

Eva Schulev-Steindl, Oliver C. Ruppel, and Ferdinand Kerschner (eds.)

In June 2020, the research center for climate law ClimLaw: Graz was
officially opened at the University of Graz, Austria. As part of the festive
. opening, distinguished members of the Scientific Board of ClimLaw: Graz
OPPORTUNIIES I L L5 and PhD students specialising in climate law gave presentations on current
. opportunities and challenges in climate law. This volume assembles the
essays and provides a testimony of the official launch of ClimLaw: Graz.
Climate change presents one of the greatest challenges of our time and calls
for legal, interdisciplinary and coordinated responses. This volume offers a
glimpse into the diverse and pressing issues of climate law subject to
ongoing research at ClimLaw: Graz.
Current developments in climate law are critically observed and analysed
from the national, EU and global perspective in steady dialogue with other
i — disciplines. In doing so, ClimLaw: Graz is envisaged to become a nationally
and intemationally connected research, teaching and networking platform.
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Tide (Jaap Spier); Climate Law and Climate Science: Joint Enabler of a New Climate Enlightenment? (Oliver C. Ruppel); Against
the Taming of the Spinners — On the National Goal of Climate Protection — Lecture at the Opening Symposium ‘Clim Law Graz —
Research Center for Climate Law’ (Ferdinand Kerschner); It Is Not the Winning But the Taking Part That Counts — The Symbolic
and Indirect Effects of Strategic Climate Litigation (Carlotta Garofalo); ‘Legitimate Expectations’, State Subsidies and Climate
Change Mitigation (Miriam Hofer); WTO Rules on Border Carbon Adjustment for the EU ETS: Key GATT Principles (Lydia A.
Omuko-Jung); Balancing Decisions in Climate Law — How Economic Instruments Could Help to Increase Their Acceptance
(Christoph Romirer); Resettlements as Spatial Adaptation Measures to Tackle Climate Change Impacts? (Markus Scharler); The
European Green Deal — What Is in a Name? (Isabel Staudinger); The Ecuadorian Chevron Judgment — Blueprint for a
Neoconstitutional Environmental Law? (Andreas Gutmann); List of editors and authors

www.elevenpub.com | info@elevenpub.com
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Dot et Gouvernance du Changement Climatique
Wimaschutzrecht und Governance.
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Meyer | Ruppel | Schnedl | Steininger feds]

Climate Change,
Responsibility and
Liability

The recent past has seen arise in litigation seeking to hold
specific private and publicactors liable for their contribution
to and impacts of climate change, with a relatively low
success rate. This highlights the need for further research
into the reasonable and just distribution of responsibility
for mitigation and adaptation. This book unites renowned
researchers from various disciplinesto explore the challeng-
es and opportunities of assigning responsibilityand liability
for climate change to specificactors. Thereby, the importance
of interdisciplinary scientific dialogue on climate change is
strengthened, and a new generation of jurists is to be
provided with novel arguments for protecting our climate
system.

Climate Change, Responsibility and Liability
Edited by Univ.-Prof. MMag. Dr. Eva Schulev-Steindl, LLM.,
o.Univ.-Prof. Dr. Monika Hinteregger,

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Gottfried Kirchengast,

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Lukas H. Meyer, Univ.-Prof. Dr. Oliver C.
Ruppel, LLM., M.M,, Asst.-Prof. Dr. Gerhard Schnedl and
Univ.-Prof. Mag. Dr. Karl W. Steininger

2022, 525 pp., pb., € 149.00

ISBN 978-3-8487-8707-4

(Climate Change Law and Governance |

Droit et Gouvernance du Changement Climatique |
Klimaschutzrecht und Governance, vol. 1)

www.homos-shop.de/isbn/978-3-8487-8707-4

With contributions by

Christoph Bezemek, Wei Cao, Marcelo de Araujo, Oliver Dorr,
Mastawesha M. Engdaw, Daniel Enndckl, Judith Fitz, Michael
Hanemann, Monika Hinteregger, Birgit Hollaus, Gottfried
Kirchengast, Verena Madner, Lukas Meyer, Lydia A.
Omuko-Jung, Julia Pleiel, Mareike Rumpf, Oliver Ruppel,
Kirsten Schmalenbach, Gerhard Schnedl, Eva Schulev-Steindl,
Jaap Spier, Andrea K. Steiner, Karl Steininger, Erika Wagner,
Julia Wallner and Ke Zhou.
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3. PedRrevi ewed Jour nal Articl es

Members ofClimLaw: Graz regularly publish in national and international law journals, reflecting the
centerdé6s broad thematic reach and gl obal net wo
governance, human rights, environmental justice, energsitican soil protection, and the intersection

of trade and climate law. The publications appear in leading-rpemwed journals, including
Environmental Policy and LawZeitschrift fir Umweltrecht (ZUR)ienna Journal on International
Constitutional LawJournal for Soil SecurityJournal of European Environmental & Planning Law

and theAfrican Journal of Climate Law & Justice

Many of these works are published apenaccess formats ensuring accessibility for readers
worldwide. Theyd e monstrate ClimLawés substantial contrik

climate law research.
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ancing international di alogue on climate | aw,

disaslues

Carbon & Climate Law Review, Vol. 19 (2025), Issue @ Special Issue: Climate Law and
Litigation I1I.
Guest EditorAtieh Khatibi

o Full Issuehttps://cclr.lexxion.eu/issue/CCLR/2025/2

o Editorial by Atieh Khatibihttps://doi.org/10.21552/cclr/2025/2/3

Carbon & Climate Law Review, Vol. 18 (2024), Issued Special Issue: Climate Law and
Litigation 1.
Guest EditorLarissa Jane H. Houston

0 Full Issuehttps://cclr.lexxion.eu/issue/CCLR/2024/1

o Editorial by Larissa JanH. Houstonhttps://doi.org/10.21552/cclr/2024/1/3

Carbon & Climate Law Review, Vol. 17 (2023), Issue 8 Special Issue: Climate Law and
Litigation I.
Guest EditorLarissa Jane H. Houston



https://cclr.lexxion.eu/issue/CCLR/2025/2
https://doi.org/10.21552/cclr/2025/2/3
https://cclr.lexxion.eu/issue/CCLR/2024/1
https://doi.org/10.21552/cclr/2024/1/3
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o0 Full Iswue:https://cclr.lexxion.eu/issue/CCLR/2023/3
o Editorial by Larissa Jane H. Houstdritps://doi.org/10.21552/cclr/2023/3/3

Carbon & Climate Law Review

Yy

lexxion

We are pleased to announce the publication of a special issue of the Carbon & Climate Law
Review (CCLR) in collaboration with the Research Center for Climate Law (ClimLaw: Graz) at
the University of Graz.

This special issue explores recent developments and key perspectives in climate law and
governance.

Now available online — scan the QR code below to access the issue.

A Subscribe: www.lexxion.eu/cclr

@
Subscribe to CCLR and stay ahead of Climate Change Law! UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ LL*J)
Annual subscription rates starting from € 515 (excl. VAT)

Rescarch Center for Climate Law

(ClimLaw: Graz) ‘I exx.i on



https://cclr.lexxion.eu/issue/CCLR/2023/3
https://doi.org/10.21552/cclr/2023/3/3

5. Cli mLaw Perspectives

ClimLaw Perspectives provides a concise overview of the latest trends and research findings in climate
change law. This segment is designed to inform and keep readers up to date with the latest developments
in the field. Each issue presents key topics, groundbrgastudies and innovative approaches to
tackling climaterelated legal challenges. By presenting complex information in an easily accessible
format, ClimLaw Perspectives aims to promote deeper understanding and encourage readers to engage
in thoughtful discussions. Both published issues are available online and catckesed via
https://climlaw.unigraz.at/de/unsef®rschung/climlawperspectives/

1 ClimLaw Perspectigs Issue 1: Public Participation in Environmental Decision Making
1 ClimLaw Perspectives Issue 2: Just TransitiorEquitable Policy Pathways to Carbon
Neutrality in the Energy Sector



https://climlaw.uni-graz.at/de/unsere-forschung/climlaw-perspectives/

ISBN: 0D00-0-00000-000-0
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UNIVERSITY OF GRAZ

Research Center for Climate Law
(ClimLaw: Graz)

ClimLaw Perspectives

Issue 1 - June 2024
Public participation in environmental decision making

Author Jane H Houston and Prof Oliver C Ruppel - Research Center for Climate
at the Faculty of Law, University of Graz.

| arissa Law (ClimLaw: Graz)

JustDecarb Project:

The JUSTDECARB project seeks to bring together leading secial science and humanities researchers from four disciplines
(philosophy, political science, economics, and law) across four countries (Austria, Czech Republic, Norway, and UK) in pursuit of
two overarching project objectives: To fill critical gaps in the knowledge base relating to socially just and politically robust
decarbonisation, with a particular focus on inclusive processes and redistributive measures (the scientific objective); To develop a
‘toolkit’ to help European policymakers steer transition processes in a socially just and politically robust direction (the policy
objective).

The JustDecarb project has been nationally funded by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Education, Science and Research (BMBWF).

Key Messages:

1. Public participation is a necessary step for legitimising legislation and policies as well as for garnering support from the

public for policy implementation

2. Withininternational environmental level, public participation has been protected within Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration
on Environment and Development and the Aarhus Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-

Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters

3. The public consists of any and all interested or concerned parties that may be affected by an environmental decision
4. There are various tools that can be used interchangeably or simultaneously to promote public participation

1. What is Public Participation?

Public Participation can be better understood as the direct or
indirect involvement of stakeholders in decision-making
about policies, plans or programmes in which they have an
interest.

2. What are the benefits of Public
Participation?

It promotes democracy by allowing citizens to actively
participate in decision-making processes, thereby ensuring
that their voices are heard and their interests are
represented,  Additionally, it enhances sustainable
development initiatives by fostering collaboration between
government institutions, NGOs, and local communities,
leading to more effective and inclusive solutions. Moreover,
public engagement in governance processes helps to
increase knowledge and skills, empowenng individuals to
contribute meaningfully to their communities and society as
a whole. Furthermore, it expands knowledge pools amongst
local communities, as diverse perspectives and experiences
are shared and valued, contributing to a more inclusive and

comprehensive understanding of social issues. In addition,
the use of citizen participation mechanisms legitimizes state
actors and improves transparency and accountability
amongst government institutions, as decisions are made in a
more open and participatory manner. Lastly, citizen
engagement improves the state's decision-making
capabilities by incorporaling a wider range of perspeclives
and expertise, resulting in more informed and effective
policies and programs. However, public participation and its
positive and negative outcomes are often dependent on how
the public wishes to participate in decision making.

3. Are citizens willing to participate?
As an example, according to 2022 Furostat data, in certain
countries across the EU, a certain percentage of individuals
take partin e-voting or use online consultations.

To compare Austria with the FU, 13.88% of the Austrian
population participate in online voting or consultations
whereas only 8.41% of the EU population, as a whole
participate in online voting. These figures are increasing
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Overview
Since its e@lsitmbadwhsahsbedhaeyyel oped a dynamic resear

academic inquiry with practical policy relevanc
approach and its focus on the most preseimag | egse
include climate I|itigation and Iliability, mi gr a
sustainability governance, and the nexus between
Through both national and interemchtcompeét ictoilveabe
funding to advance research that bridges | aw, po
this focus

1. Major Projects

a)JUSTDEC&aBBcially Just and Politically Robust D
and Tooorl kRotl ifcymaker s

TheaUSTDEQARB ect , funded wunder t he JPI Climate
societies can transition to climate neutrality
project ran from Decé@mdBermnn202hvibdvEdvamemsort.i
research institutions, including ClICERO (Norway)

Coll ege London (UK), the Norwegian Univeasdty of
t he eUnsiivi y Cof mGaw&z Gr az

The initiative addressed the <central chall enge

i nequal ity or trigger soci al backl ash, but i n

transformati orh.t sl tf rooarmlipihn d b siompshiyg pol i tical sci ¢

a comprehensive policy framework (Atoodchkirtbdn f or

transitions.

Ai ms

The project is based onreédveacolprs atiom POdumrscdief

soci al sciences and humanities, namel y: phil os:¢

researchers come from and are based in four di

RepublicndNbhewayWYnated Kingdom. Their two main re
T Filling critical gaps i n our knowl edge con
decarbonisati on, focusing especially(tomi g ncl
being the scientific goal);

i Developing a toolkit which is supposed to hel
processes towards a socially just and politic
groupdéedtical counselling).

Funding and Partners

1 Programme: JPI Climate SOLSTICH Enabling Societal Transformation in the Face of
Climate Change
Duration: December 2020 November 2023

1
9 Funding (Universityof Graz): 0 1 06, 000



1 Lead Institution: CICERO Center fomternational Climate Research, Oslo, Norway

ConsorPtairumer s

1 CICERO Center for International Climate Research, Oslo, Norway(Hakon Seelen, Gunnell
Sandanger, Marianne Aasen)

1 Norwegian University of Life Sciences, NorwayGuri Bang, Kirsti Stuvay, Handetrakova)

1 London School of Economics and Political Science, London, United Kingdofllisato Sato,
Aurélien Saussay, Samuel Fankhauser)

71 University College London, London, United Kingdom(Fergus Green)

1 University of Graz, Graz, Austria (Lukas Meyer, Larissa Jane H. Houston, Santiago

TrucconeBorgogno, Oliver Ruppel, Harald Stelzer, Eva Schu8é&indl, Rob Macquarie)
1 Institute of State and Law, Czech Academy of Sciences, Prague, Czech Repuliiana
Mullerov4, Monika Feigerlova, Ritai®bon, Eva Balounova, Adam Novak)

Key Outé&lompeasct s

The project produced an interdisciplinary set of studies on the ethical, social, and legal aspects of just
transitions. It developed models of harmless loss and legitimate expectations, analyseahdakeur
transformations, and explored political legitimacy and resistance to climate policy. The flagship result,
the Tool kit for Policymaker s: AnJust and Robust
guidance for governments to design equitahle politically feasible decarbonisation strategies.

Launched at a higlevel seminar in Oslo, the Toolkit is now referenced by the ILO, World Bank, and
European Investment BarBlimLaw: Grazcontributed key legal expertise on human rights, procedural
justice, and public participation, strengthening cogjanavith European partners and informing future
initiatives such as EU HoHERAQiss Pliogr@mmeSTO and t he
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More I nformati on

T https: fc/hcalnigrgartaen i at / de/ tdregeske bt siathiadm/ j ust dec
T https:./dsclicc.emaw/ no/ prosjekter/ justdecarhb



https://climate-change.uni-graz.at/de/transformation-der-gesellschaft/justdecarb/
https://cicero.oslo.no/no/prosjekter/justdecarb

b)Carbon NeutdrRRdormBathiomd sCl i mate Action through E¢

The Carbon Neutral Schoolgroject, funded under tHeU Erasmus+ Programme aims to empower
schools and educational institutions to contribute to climate protection actively. The project develops an
interactive e-learning course designed to help schools, higher education institutions (HEIs), and
vocational schools understand amgblement effective strategies for reducing carbon emissions.

Building on the experiences of pioneering schools across Europe, the course ppoadesil,
accessible guidelinethat can be applied without prior expertise. Developed in close coopeséttion

partner schools, it demonstrates concrete steps that educational institutions can take to progress towards
carbon neutrality.

Ai ms
The project ods p rclimataedycatignaadlactionaccessibleralaskheols by:

Developing an opeacaessonline training platform on carbon reduction practices.
Sharingbest practicesfrom schools that have already taken steps towards climate neutrality.
Introducing the concept &f Gr e e n A mb,avhoswil dudde and support institutions in
achieving ero-carbon goals.

1 Providing educators and students withteractive e-learning modules that translate
sustainability goals into actionable schimlel initiatives.

= =4 =4

Funding & Partners

1 Programme: EU Erasmus+
1 Start: 1 November 2022
1 Status: Ongoing
T Funding (University of Graz): 0 33, 740
1 Coordinator: University of Graz ClimLaw: Gra
1 Consortium Partners: European higher education institutions and partner schools
collaborating on course design and testing.
Key OQOutcomes & I mpact

The project will delivel collection of interactive-Earning modules freely available to schools, HElIs,
and vocational institutions. By fostering engagement through educ@aolbon Neutral Schoolgims

to create a new generation of environmentally responsible students stitgtioms committed to
achieving zerecarbon targets.

Through the development of educational tools an@tteen Ambassadanitiative, the project supports
the integration of climate literacy into European education systems, promotintgtamdpehavioural
change and institutional responsibility.




—

Forschungszentrum
far
Klimaschutzrecht

More | nformati on

9 https://climlaw.unigraz.at/de/unseis®rschung/projekte/
1 https://www.carbomeutralschools.eu/

2. Other Completed Projects

a)EUEnergy Communities

The projecttU EnergyCommunitieeexamines the legal frameworks governing energy communities
across the European Union, with a particular focus on Austria and Italy. Its objective is to provide a
comparative legal overview and to identify broad legal, technological, and fahacrtteria for
establishing and maintaining energy communities in different regional contexts.
ClimLaw: Grazcontributes legal research and comparative analysis, including publications on regional
developments, a comprehensive report on the evolutiomerfyg communities, and an overview of
regulatory requirements for their establishment.

Funding


https://climlaw.uni-graz.at/de/unsere-forschung/projekte/
https://www.carbon-neutral-schools.eu/

Banca di Italia and Universita degli Studi di Pado\Research Grant for PhD/Postdoctoral candidate
Partner Institution: Universita degli Studi di Padova
Start: October 2023

b)Erasmosernati onal Projects with the University

ClimLaw: Grazhas been actively engaged in a ldagn academic cooperation with tbaiversity of

Havana, focusing onClimate, Environmentabnd Energy Lavand the annuaClimate Law Winter

School These projects aim to strengthen international collaboration between European and Latin
American universities, promote knowledge exchange in the field of environmental and energy law, and
support he integration of climate law into higher education curricula in Cuba and beyond.

Each project was supported by tBeropean Commission (Erasmus+)with theUniversity of Graz
acting as a key partner institution. The initiatives have been implementectandecutive annual calls,
with the following details:

T Cooperati «n i Pradgmevcitr:onment al and Energy Law and
at the University of Havana
Fundi ngeuBmpy:an Commi ssi on
Budget (Unive83s0@0@ of Graz):
Appl i catliammuabDayt :020 ( Cal | 2020)
T Cooperati «nifPradjeectEnvi ronmental and Energy Law
at the University of Havana
Fundi ngguBmgpy:an Commi ssi on
Budget (UniverTs0@®@® of Graz):
Appl i catNoore nhéettd: ( Cal | 2022)
T Cooperati «nifPradjeectEnvi ronmental and Energy Law
at the University of Havana
Fundi ngguBmgpy:an Commi ssi on
Budget (Univertsj0@0o0of Graz):
Appl i catOcambat :022 (Cal | 2023)
T Coopteirean PQCloijmeactte, Environment al and Energy Law

at the University of Havana
Fundi ngguBmgpy:an Commi ssi on

Budget (Unive9s00@ of Graz):
Appl i catbDecre nbetre:2023 (Call 2024)

T Cooperati i i PragjeeotEment al and Energy Law and C
at the University of Havana
Fundi ngeuBomgpy:an Commi ssi on
Budget (Unive8s00g of Graz):
Appl i catNoormre nbetre:2024 (Call 2025)

Through these recurring projec@jmLaw: Grazcontinues to build a strong and enduring partnership
with the University of Havana, contributing to global capabityiding in climate and energy law and
advancing mutual understanding between European atid American legal systems.
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c)Wor kshop Series on Sustainabl e DevelCupmente Pr a
Pr ogr antnie)

Theii Sustai nabl e Devel opment werkshop series was a joidt inittative ma t e
between theResearch Centerfor Climate Law (ClimLaw: Graz), University of Graz, and the

Institut fur Auslandsbeziehungen (ifa)in Germany, organized within the framework of tBmss

Culture Programme (CCP). This workshop was organized and facilitated by Atieh Khatibi and Larissa

Jane H. Houston online betwedane and November2024 The series aimed to str
understanding of sustainable development, climate justice, and project management in the context of
global environmental and societal transformation.

Overview and Objectives

The workshop sought to equip participants with both theoretical knowledge and practical tools to design
and implement projects aligned with thdN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGsnd climate

justice principles. It placed particular emphasis on issfisgstainable development, circular economy,
gender and climate justice, project design and management, and proposal development. The sessions
combined lectures, interactive exercises, and peer collaboration to foster applied learning and cross
cultural dalogue.

Key Themes

Climate justice, gender equality, and health impacts of climate change
Sustainable development and circular economy approaches

Project planning, stakeholder engagement, and proposal writing
Monitoring, evaluation, and dissemination nuath

Peerled case studies on climate adaptation and resilience

=a =4 -8 —a 9

Outcomes

The workshop series empowered participants to develop actionable and locally relevant project
proposals that integrate sustainability and justice principles. It enhgneed t i ci pant s6 cap
project management, advocacy, and policy engagement, while also facilitating an international
professional network for continued collaboration between CCP fellows and academic experts.

d)Bal anci ng oMorlartlelreersg sNdathur eé FQorcs e onat Do melbhaw o
Evaluati on

Commissioned by the Vorarlberg Nature Conservation Council, this applied study analyzed 100
administrative decisions by V02048 Inlginggnégive cons er
nature conservation assessments. The research assessed how conservation interests were balanced
against competing economic and infrastructural goals and proposed reforms to enhance legal clarity and
transparency in the balancing process.



The study reommends that authorities be legally obliged to explicitly identify, weigh, and justify
conflicting interests in individual cases, ensuring approvals are granted only under exceptional
circumstances when overriding public interests exist.

3. ResearchsPBopmstated

ClimLaw: Graz has also actively participated in several competitive research funding calls,
demonstrating its strong interdisciplinary engagement and ambition in advancing climate and
environmental law:

T Cli maGUI DS (COSBTmAten&GeyromalUr ban Devel opment
(Proposal RéePRr781Bdg ,0OQ024.

1T DEMETRA ( Hor i zDoens iEgunrionpge )Ef f ect i ve tPhBeUBways and
Transition to(Criomatseal N&Notr 4011500 2; Lead: Un
2024) .

T I NTERGEN (ERC AdManmeced e@reamtt)i onal Q@QueadceBamd
Il an UniTher snterdisciplinary School of Sustain

T ProTECTO SalnalwWpne resed&meh gryr cCjoemantuano it li eelsor at i on
the University of Padova (2023).

T Climate Law: Closing :Sudmiitdaes Regtlhat AnuystGa@mn
Energy Fund (ACRP), Budget: 0$110,271 (2022)
T Citizens :Reanoidtes | Coge Energy Communities for Ren

Afr,i ccaubmi tted to the European Commission (Hori
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Il ntroducti on

Over the past five year§limLaw: Graz has established itself as a leading forum for dialogue and
collaboration in the field oflimate and environmental laWwhrough a wide range of events, including
international conferences, expert roundtables, public lectures, and academic workshops, the center has
created spaces for critical exchange between researchers, policymakers, practitioners, and civil society.
The® events address some of the most pressing issues at the intersection of law, climate governance,
and sustainability, ranging from climate litigation and energy transition to biodiversity, human rights,
and the global just transition.

Cl i mL a w0 sareacharacterized by @ stromgerdisciplinary and transnational approacfien
developed in partnership with international organizations, universities, and research networks. By
increasing dialogue between legal scholars and experts in climate spi@iwe,and ethics, the center
contributes to bridging the gap between theory and practice. Its conferences and workshops not only
advance cuttingdge research but also inform public debate and policy development, reinforcing the
role of law as a key instment in addressing the climate crisis and supporting sustainable societal
transformation.

1. Internati onal Soi | Law and Governance Conf

The International Soil Law and Governance Confererteeld online on 20 October 2022, was jointly
organized bythe University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna (BOKU), the Research
Center for Climate Law (ClimLaw: Graz) at the University of Graz, and the German Environment
Agency (UBA), in cooperation with UNEP and FAO. The conference brought todegjascholars,
scientists, and policymakers from international and regional organizations to discuss the growing
importance of soil protection, sustainable management, and governance in addressing global
environmental challenges.

The event featured fouhematic sessions. It opened with a sessioSails: Future Challenges and
Good GovernancevherePatricia Kameri-Mbote (UNEP) emphasized that soil is both a habitat and

a carbon sink and must be integrated into multilateral environmental agreedigktdMessner
(German Environment Agency)connected soil governance to the global crises of war, climate change,
and biodiversity loss, urging formal recognition of soil as a vital natural resource within legal systems.
Andrea Vettori (European Commission)preented th&eU Soil Strategy for 203@nd the forthcoming

EU Soil Health Law which aim to ensure healthy soils across the European Union by 2050.
Complementing these perspectivesLifeng (FAO) and other speakers underscored the critical role

of soil proection in maintaining global food security amid ongoing conflicts and environmental
degradation.

The second sessioBest Practices and Innovative Regulatory Approachasused on national and

regional legal developmentblarald Ginzky (UBA) out | i ned Ger manyds pl ans
designed to enhance prevention, monitoring, and -@est®ral coordinatiorPamela Towela Sambo

(University of Zambia) shared findingsrbm a comparative African study on soil legislation in
Cameroon, Kenya, and Zambia, highlighting the challenges posed by agriculture, mining, and rapid
urbanizationQin Tianbao (Wuhan University, China)descr i bed Chi nads fdecol o
model, which integrates specific soil protection laws such ag#mmland Protection Lawnd theBlack

Land Protection Lawwithin broader environmental legislatiorGernot Stoglehner (BOKU)
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demonstrated how integrated spatial and energy planning can help @attliceisumption and support
climatefriendly urban development.

The third sessiorSustainable Soil Management and Climageplored the interconnections between

soil science and climate policghristine Stumpp (BOKU) presented research on soil physicatex

balance, and erosion control, stressing the importance oftéong data collection and active
collaboration with stakeholderblerwig Ranner (European Commission)discussed th&oronivia

Joint Work on Agricultureinder the UNFCCC, emphasizingagricul r e 6s key rol e in cl
sustainable soil management.

The final sessiorolil, International Cooperation, and Food Securagdressed global governance and
food systemsNatalia Rodriguez Eugenio (FAO)highlighted the efforts of thEAO and he Global

Soil Partnershign promoting stronger soil governance worldwide and supporting the implementation
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developmé&mnancis Tetteh (African Soil Partnership) spoke
about declining soil fertility and persistent foodecurity in Africa, calling for the adoption of national
soil policies and more robust legal instruments to ensure sustainable soil management.

Overall, the conference emphasized that soils are central to addressing the interconnected challenges of
climate change, biodiversity loss, and food insecurity. While legal and governance frameworks for soil
protection remain fragmented, they are gradually evolving at international, regional, and national levels.
Effective soil governance, the participants agresgijires close cooperation across scientific, legal, and
political fields, linking local practices with global sustainability objectives. The discussions concluded
with a shared call for integrated and enforceable soil protection laws, stronger intedratardination,

and recognition of soil as a neenewable global common essential for life on Earth.

2. Graddanmwel trechtsforen

Organized by Gerhard Schnedl for several years now, the Graz Environmental Law Forums have also
been part of the annual program of the Research Center for Climate Law for some time.

The Environmental Law Forum 2023, held on26 April 2023 at the Universityof Graz under the

themefi Soi | Protection i n t H éegdlrameworkd, Pobtital Ghdllenge€ 1 i ma't
and Conf | i chroughtdogethertexperts Fomdacademia, government, and civil society to
discuss the growing importance of spibtection in Austria and beyond. Organized by Rasearch

Center for Climate Law (ClimLaw: Graz) the event explored the legal, environmental, and political
dimensions of soil governance in light of accelerating climate change.

Following opening remarkby Christoph Bezemek Dean of the Faculty of Law, artelke Kahr,

Mayor of Graz, the first session examined Austr.i
management. Presentations Agthur Kanonier (TU Vienna) , Gundula Prokop (Environment

Agency Austria), andPaul Himmelbauer (Austrian Conference on Spatial Planningladdressed

issues such as climatelated impacts on land use, soil contamination, and the development of a national

soil strategy.

The second session turned to the internatiandlEuropean contex®@liver Ruppel (ClimLaw: Graz)
outlined the foundations of international soil protection law, wRitl Kuncio (CIPRA Austria)
highlighted the relevance of the Alpine Conventi¢gfatharina Hausler (nhp Rechtsanwalte)




discussedthe Euopean Uni ond6s Soil Strategy for 2030 and
Harald Ginzky (German Environment Agency) provided insights into the German approach to sail
protection law.

A third session focused on the Austrian legal lands@&aeshard Schnedl (ClimLaw: Graz) presented

the structure of Austrian soil protection law, followed kyario Walcher (Hohenberg
Rechtsanwaélte) who analyzed the recent amendments to the Styrian Spatial Planning Act and their
implications for climate protectioMiriam Hofer (ClimLaw: Graz) discussed spatial conflicts in land

use, andMaria Philomena Bertel (University of Graz) addressed the need for climate adaptation
through responsible land management.

The final panel discussion, moderatedMighael Lohmeyer of Die Pressebrought together voices

from politics, business, environmental organizations, and academia. Participants irfshrdire
Krautwaschl (Member of the Styrian Parliamen®erfried Weyringer (Styrian Economic Chamber),

Simon Pories(WWF Austria), Georg Eisenberger(Eisenberger Law Firm), arfdetra Kickenweitz
(architect and urban planner). The debate centered on the legal and policy challenges of balancing
economic development, agricultural needs, urban planning, and environmental protection under the
pressures of the climate crisis.

Overall, theEnvironmental Law Forum 2023 underscored the urgency of developing coherent and
enforceable soil protection policies, integrating climate adaptation and sustainable land use into national
and European legal frameworks, and fostering dialogue among détakedolders to ensure the leng

term preservation of this essential natural resource.
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The 7th Graz Environmental Law Forum (Grazer Umweltrechtsforum 2024)took place or20

November 2024at the University of Graz under the tifieBi odi v er s i ibnyintteratusBfe st or a
Nature Conservation Law Framework Conditions and Challenges for Politics and Practice in the
Context of t hGQrgafized byth&esearch Cénterifos Climate Law (ClimLaw: Graz)

in cooperation withHohenberg Rechtsanwélte the event gathered experts from academia,
administration, and legal practice to discuss current developments in biodiversity protection and
ecosystem restoration at the international, European, and national levels.
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After the opening byerhard SchnedlandOliver C. Ruppel from ClimLaw: GrazUniversity Rector

Peter Riedler, andMayor Elke Kahr , the first session addresdaternational, EU, and German legal
frameworksOliver Ruppel explored biodiversity and ecosystem restoration in international lane whil

Paul Kuncio from CIPRA Austria examined these issues through the lens of the Alpine Convention.
Markus P. Beham (University of Passau/FU Berlin) presented on biodiversity and restoration within

EU law, followed byFlorian Stangl (nhp Rechtsanwalte), whiiscussed the implementation of the EU

Nature Restoration Regulation in the Member StaWslfgang Kock (Helmholtz Centre for
Environment al Resear ch, Leipzig) then analyzed (
biodiversity and restoratiorgentifying practical challenges in implementation.

The second session focusedAumstrian legal foundationdeter Bul3jager (University of Innsbruck)

examined biodiversity and restoration under Austrian law, wh#lbiana Scheibenreif (Austrian

Chamber ofAgriculture) discussed the implications of the EU Nature Restoration Regulation for
agriculture and forestryThomas Neger(UIm Neger Partner Rechtsanwélte, Graz) addressed the
controversial topic of wol f, beraationasdeculingpérmitsr pr o
in light of recent case law from the Court of Justice of the European Union.

In the afternoon, discussions turnegbtactical and procedural issuagithin Austrian biodiversity and

nature conservation laaerhard Schnedl(ClimLaw: Graz) examined legal remedies and the growing

role of environmental organizations in litigation, noting the increasing tension with public
environmental authoritiesGerhard Rupp (Office of the Styrian Provincial Government) called for
stronger cooperation between climate protection and nature conservation, emphasizing that the two
should work in synergy rather than oppositidtario Walcher (Hohenberg Rechtsanwaélte, Graz)
addressed biodiversity and nature protection in permitting proegdur
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umweltrechtsforum 2023

Bodenschutz im Zeichen der Klimakrise

Rechtliche Rahmenbedingungen, politische Herausforderungen
und Konfliktpotentiale

26. April 2023

Zeit: 9:15 - 16:30 Uhr

Ort: Universitat Graz, Meerscheinschldssl, Mozartgasse 3, 8010 Graz

Wiszenschaftliche Leitung:

Forzchungszentrum for Klimaschutzrecht (ClimLaw: Graz)
Institut for Offentiches Recht und Politikwissenschaft
Universitat Graz

Gerhard Schnedl, Cliver Ruppel, Miriam Hofer

ClimLaw: Graz s b3 G | CA
: Climaie Change Cenine

Besearch Center for Clamate Law @ IE! -a E
MISTRIA
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09:15 Begrifung
Univ.-Prof. Mag. Dr. Christoph Bezemek, B&, LLM.
Dekan der Rechtswissenschafilichen Fakultat, Universitat Graz

Elke Kahr
Birgermeisterin der Stadt Graz

l. Rahmenbedingungen und Herausforderungen in Osterreich
Vorsitz: Ass -Prof. Mag. Dr. Gerhard Schned|, ClimLaw: Graz

Klimawandel. Bodenmanagement und Raumordnung
Univ.-Prof. Dipl.-Ing. Dr. Arthur Kanonier, T Wien

Bodenverunreinigungen und Bodenverbrauch in Osterreich
D" Gundula Prokop, Umnweltbundesamt, Wien

Die (geplante) Bodenstrategie far Osterreich
Dipl.-Ing. Paul Himmelbauer, Osterreichische Raumordnungskenferenz, Wien

10:30-10:50 Diskussion
10:50-11:15 Kaffeepause

Il. Rechtliche Grundlagen: Vélkerrecht - EU - Deutschland
Vorsitz: Mag.® Dr." Miriam Hefer, ClimLaw: Graz

Internationales Bodenschutzrecht
Ass-Prof. Prof. (Stellenbosch) MM Dr. Oliver Ruppel, LLM.. ClimLaw: Graz

Bodenschutz aus der Perspektive der Alpenkonvention
Mag. Paul Kuncio, CIPRA Osterreich — Alpenkonventionsbaro Wien

Europdisches Bodenschutzrecht vor dem Hintergrund der EU-Bodenschutzstrategie
2030
Dr ™ Katharina Hiusler, nhp Rechtsanwalte Wien/Salzburg/Graz

Deutsches Bodenschutzrecht
Dr. Harald Ginzlky, Umweltbundesamt, Deszau

12:15-12:45 Diskussion
12:45-13:30 Mittagspause (Buffet)




Ill. Rechtliche Grundlagen: Osterreich
Vorsitz Ass -Prof. Prof. (Stellenbosch) M4 Dr. Oliver Ruppel, LLM., ClimLaw: Graz

Osterreichisches Bodenschutzrecht
Ass -Prof. Mag. Dr. Gerhard Schned|, ClimLaw: Graz

Boden- und Klimaschutz nach dem StROG - Neuerungen durch die Bau- und
Raumordnungsnovelle 2022
Mag. Mario Walcher, LL. M., Hohenberg Rechtsanwalte Graz

Raumbezogene Nutzungskonflikte
Mag.® Dr™ Miriam Hofer, ClimLaw: Graz

Bodennutzung und Klimawandelanpassung
Univ.-Prof™ Mag? Dr ™ Mariz Philomena Bert=l, Universitit Graz

14:30-15:00 Diskussion
15:00-15:30 Kaffeepause

V. Podiumsdiskussion: Bodenschutz im Zeichen der Klimakrise
Maderation: Michael Lohmeyer, Tageszeitung _Die Presse”

Abgeordnete zum Steirischen Landtag Sandra Krautwaschl

Prasident der Landwirtschaftskammer Steiermark OR Franz Titschenbacher (angefragt)
Dr. Gerfried Weyringer, WEO Stmk

Simon Pories, BSc, WWF Osterreich

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Georg Eisenberger, Eisenberger Rechtsanwalte Graz\Wien/Briszel

DI" Petra Kickenweitz, Architektin und Stadtplanerin, Graz

Ende: 16:30 Uhr

Anmeldung bis 18. April 2023: petra.dammifuni-graz.at




ARURT T NY =Rna&RTc=GAWYIGA WIekR f¥1 a

7. Grazer Umweltrechtsforum 2024

Biodiversitat und
Renaturierung

im Fokus des
Naturschutzrechts

Rahmenbedingungen und
Herausforderungen fur Politik und
Praxis im Zeichen der Klimakrise

UNIVERSITAT GRAZ
Forschungszentrum fur
Klimaschutzrecht (ClimLaw:Graz) &




7. GRAZER UMWELTRECHTSFORUM

09:15

Er&ffnung und BegriiBung
Aszs Prof. Mag. Dr. Gerhard Schnedl, wissenschaftlicher Leiter
Grazer Umweltrechtsforum, ClimLaw: Graz

Prof. (Stellenbosch) MM Dr. Oliver C. Ruppel, LLM., Laiter, ClimLaw: Graz
Dr. Peter Riedler, Rektor der Universitdt Graz
Elke Kahr, Birgermeisterin der Stadt Graz

Maderation: Ass.-Prof. Mag. Dr. Gerhard Schnedl, ClimLaw: Graz

09:30

09:50

10:10

10:35

10:50

11:20

11:45

12:15

12:30

Biodiversitit und Renaturierung im Vélkerrecht
Prof. (Stellenbosch) MM Dr. Oliver C. Ruppel, LLM., ClimLaw: Graz

Biodiversitit und Renaturierung aus der Perspektive der Alpenkonvention
Mag. Paul Kuncio, CIPRA Osterraich — Alpenkonventionsbiiro Wien

Biodiversitit und Renaturierung im Unionsrecht
PD DDr. Markus P. Beham, LL.M., Universitdt Passaw/FU Berlin

Diskussion
Kaffeepause

Umsetzung der EU-Renaturierungsverordnung in den Mitgliedstaaten

Dr. Florizn Stangl, LLM., nhp Rechtsanwilte, Wien/Salzburg/Graz

Biediversitit und Renaturierung in Deutschland:
Verfassungsrechtliche Erfordernisse, rechtliche Rahmenbedingungen
und praktische Herausforderungen

Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Kéck, Helmholtz Zentrum fir Umweltforschung, Leipzig

Diskussion

Mittagspause

7. GRAZER UMWELTRECHTSFORUM

Maoderation: Mag. Mario Walcher, LLM., Hohenberg Rechtsanwilte Graz

13:30 Biodiversitit und Renaturierung im sterreichischen Recht
Univ.-Prof. Dr. Peter BuBjager, Universit3t Innsbruck

13:55 EU-Renaturierungsverordnung: Auswirkungen und Perspektiven
aus Sicht der Land- und Forstwirtschaft

Mag. Fabiana Scheibenreif, Landwirtschaftskammer Osterreich

14:15  Schutz ven Wolf, Bir und Fischotter: Osterreichische Entnahme-
bzw Abschussgenehmigungen im Lichte aktueller EuGH-Judikatur
Mag. Dr. Thomas Neger, Ulm Neger Parmer Rechtsanwialte, Graz

14:35 Diskussion

14:50  Kaffeepause

Moderation: Prof. (Stellenbosch) MM Dr. Oliver C. Ruppel, LLM., ClimLaw: Graz

15:15 Rechtsschutz im Gsterreichischen Naturschutz- und
Biodiversititsrecht: Umweltorganisationen auf der Oberholspur
und Umweltanwilte unter Druck
Ass.-Prof. Mag. Dr. Gerhard Schnedl, ClimLaw: Graz

15:35  Naturschutz und Klimaschutz: Miteinander statt Gegeneinander!
Mag. Gerhard Rupp, Amt der Stmk LReg

15:55 Naturschutz und Biodiversitit im Anlagenverfahren
Mag. Maric Waleher, LLM., Hohenberg Rachtsanwélte, Graz

16:15  Diskussion

16:30 Resiimee

16:45 Ende
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3. Cli miRbpwndtabl es

In recent years, several smaltgrale events have been held. Experts from various fields were invited to
participate in roundtable discussions, where they gave presentations on current topics in climate,
environmental, and energy law, followed by discoissind questicandanswer sessions.

This section provides an overview of the roundtables held to date:

Faculty Lu@lcihmbla@Graa z1 sRRoundt abl e

11 October 2022

Presenters: Professor Oren Perez, Dean, Bar llan University, Law Faculty;Gamasael. Founding
Director: SSRNHebrew Research Network (HRN) and-@icector: Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence
on Digital Governance.

Topic: Transnational networked authority.

2nd ClimLaw: Graz Roundtable

24 November 2022

Presenter: Profess&tizabeth ValdésMiranda Fernandez, Professor of International Public Law at the
Faculty of Law of the University of Havana.

Topic: International law, access to energy and climate protection from a Cuban perspective.

3r €1 i mL&@wa z RoundnakbDaskussion on Climate [
members from Fridaydéds for Futame,CC@At Gener

19 January 2023

Presenters: Marek Hubbell, Fridafgs Future; Valentin Bast, Last Generation; Manuel Pirker, Erde
Brennt; Katrin Brugger, CCCA.

Topic: A discussion/talk with some representatives and professors regarding climate activism and
discourse at the moment.

4t@dl i mLawRoGndrabl e
21 March 2023

Presenter: Lena Kohlrausch (Universitat Leipzig und Kompetenznetzwerk "Zukunftshetausigen
des Umweltrechts").




Topic: Status Quo der deutschen Klimaschutzrahmengesetzgebung.
5t i mL@Grwaz Roundtabl e
3 May 2023

Presenter: Assistant Professor Matteo Fermeglia, Hasselt University, Balgildniversita degli Studi
di Udine, Italy.

Topic: "Latest Developments and International Trends in Climate Litigation" providing an overview of
the most recent advancements in climate litigation and taking a closer look at some correlations between
climate litigation and human rights.

6th ClimLaw: Graz Roundtable

10 May 2023

Presenter: Greta Lesnaityta, My kol as Romeris Uni
Topic: "Sustainable Consumption and Production: Reviewing the EU Waste Management Directive"
providing anoverview of the linkages between sustainable development, responsible consumption and
production and its implications on ergsewaste management.

7th ClimLaw: Graz Roundtable

31 May 2023

Presenter: Professor Dagniselys Toledano, UniversityHavana, @ba, specialist in Cuban
environmental and energy law.

Topic: "New Cuban Environmental Law and tGenstitutionalReform 2019" providing an overview
of the new Cuban environmental law and highlighting the issues related to the new Cuban constitution.

8th ClimLaw: Graz Roundtable

9 November 2023

Presenters: Professor Oliver C. Ruppel, Director of GlimLaw: GraRResearch CenteProfessor

Walter Sauer, Professor of the Institute for Economic and Social History; Professor Lukas Meyer,
Professor of Philosophy and Head of the Practical Philosophy Department at the Institute of Philosophy
at the University of Graz; Dr. Willem OderalaLawyer from Namibia and postdoctoral fellow at

ClimLaw: Graz.

Topic: Historical responsibility.
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9th ClimLaw: Graz Roundtable

13 December 2023

Presenter: Professor Oliver C. Ruppel, Director ofGlmmLaw: GraRResearch Center.
Topic: COP 28: Endgame @ame Changer?

10Chi mL@Gwaz Roundtabl e

10 April 2024

Presenter: Dr. Gerfried Koch, Head of the Department of Energy and Climate in the municipality of
Baden; Dr. Celin Gutschi, Associate at Eisenberger Rechtsanwalte GmbH.

Topic: Klimaschutz Gemeinden und Energiegemeinschaften.
11Chi mL@waRzoundt abl e
8 May 2024

Presenter: Matjaz Nahtigal, head of the Chair in International Relations, Faculty of Social Sciences,
University of Ljubljana.

Topic: 20 Years EtEnlargement: A Slovenian Perspective.
12tChi mL@waz Roundtabl e
22 May 2024

Presenter: Assoafe Professor Ebru Demir, Lecturer at the International Law Department of Ankara
Yildirim Beyazit University, Ankara, Turkey.

Topic: The Principle of Systemic Integration and European Court of Human Rights: How to Interpret a
Convention?

13t Il | mL@GrwaRzoundt abl e
12 June 2024

Presenter: Ferlandauna, lawyer and PhD candidate in Political Economy at the Centre for Social
Studies (CES) at the University of Coimbra.

Topic: Urban Informality and Climate Crisis: An Ethnography of the Economics of Development in
Two MediumSized BraziliarCities.



14t I€l i mLGrwaz Roundt abl e
25 November 2024

Presenters: Professor Oliver C. Ruppel, Director oflmaLaw: GraResearch Center; Mag. Andrea
GossingetWieser, Climate Protection Coordinator for Styria; Diply. Alexander Griebler, BSc,
Scientfic Project Manager, Resources Innovation Center, Leoben; Dr. Holger Hoff, Transdisciplinary
Interface Manager (TIM) in the Field of Excellence Climate Change Graz, University of Graz; Dr. Julia
Moller-Klapperich, LL.M., Institute for International Lawntellectual Property and Technology Law;
Priv.-Doz. MMag. Dr. Harald Stelzer, Institute of Philosophy, Practical Philosophy, Field of Excellence
Climate Change Graz, University of Graz.

Topic: Post COP 29: Solidaritat fur eine griine Welt oder zurtick en Bhergien und Konkurrenzen?
15t Il i mLGrwaz Roundtabl e
27 November 2024

Presenter: Dr.in Julia Molleklapperich, LL.M., Institute for International Law, Intellectual Property
and Technology Law

Topic: Recht der Common European Data Spaces und daasthutz(energie)recht der EU
6t I€1 i mL@rwaz Roundtabl e
12 December 2024

Presenter: Alessandra Accogli, Postdoctoral Climate Change Fellow at the ClimLaw Research Center
at the University of Graz, who completed her PhD in Law at University CollegarD8htherland
School of Law.

Topic: The Legal Nexus between International Climate Law and Local Land Protection
It 1€l i mLGrwaz Roundt abl e
22 May 2025

Presenter: Professor Dagniselys Toledano, University Havana, Cuba, specialist in Cuban environmental
and energy law.

Topic: Climate and Environment al Law and Litigat
18t IEl i mL@GwaRzoundt abl e

11 June 2025
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Presenters: Catherine Bane, Professor of Law at the University of Oslo, and Head of the Department for
Energy and Resources Lanprway; Dr. Celin Gutschi, policy advisor at the Federal Ministry of
Economy, Energy and Tourism, Austria.

Topic: Hydrogen: An Energy Source of the Future.

19 I i mL@rwaz Roundtabl e

20 October 2025

Presenter: Hazhadyyoub Jamali, postdoctoral researcher at the University of Zurich and a Steiermark
Fellow at the Research Center for Climate Law (ClimLaw: Graz).

Topic: Limits and Potential of Remedies in Climate Change: Lessons from the KlimaSeniorinnen Case.
20ICI Lmwar az Roundtabl e

29 October 2025

Presenter: UnivProf. Dr. Tetiana Drakokhrust, Doctor of Law and Professor at the Department of
Theory of Law and Constitutionalism, Faculty of Law, West Ukrainian National University (Ternopil,

Ukraine) and a Researéellow at the Centre for Southeast European Studies, University of Graz.

Topic: Climate and Energy Law in Ukrainéhallenges and Green Recovery in Times of War

From | efQr ettoa rlLiegshnta:i t yt aRPr dfr.. Matr tiGlc aFeat
Ruppel and Dr. Carlotta Garofalo






















































































































































