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Introduction
Dear all,

As we reflect on 2024, the Center for Inter-American Studies is pleased to share
updates on this year’s developments. Through our teaching and research efforts,
we’ve made steady contributions to the field of Inter-American Studies. These
achievements highlight the ongoing dedication of our team and collaborators, and we
look forward to building on this work in the future.

Throughout 2024, we organized and hosted a variety of events that fostered
international and interdisciplinary collaborations. From engaging panel discussions to
insightful lectures, these gatherings provided valuable opportunities for intellectual
exchange and highlighted our efforts to connect diverse perspectives within and
beyond academic circles.

As we approach the start of a new academic year, we look forward to continuing our
work in supporting interdisciplinary research and fostering cross-cultural dialogue.
Building on 15 years as an interdisciplinary center, we remain committed to these
goals.

We are grateful to each member of the Center for Inter-American Studies for their
contributions and collaboration. Together, we aim to continue making meaningful
progress in research, education, and cultural understanding.

Here's to many more years of growth, collaboration, and success. 
All the best for 2025!

The C.IAS Team
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Roberta Maierhofer
Director of the Center for Inter-

American Studies

Center for Inter-American Studies
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Contact: 
Maria Niedermayr
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centeramericas@uni-graz.at

+43 (0) 316 380 8213
www.interamerikanistik.uni-graz.at

Kurt Hahn
Co-Director of the Center for Inter-

American Studies
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The Center for Inter-American Studies

The Center for Inter-American Studies (C.IAS), under the leadership of Prof. Dr.
Roberta Maierhofer, was established by the Rectorate of the University of Graz as a
platform for interdisciplinary and inter-regional communication and collaboration in
the Americas in 2006 and was officially founded in 2007. 

This new interest in Inter-American relationships was sparked by processes such as
globalization and transnational migration - developments that transform cultural
identities and challenge conceptions of “self” and “other”. Especially in Europe, which
itself is in the midst of negotiating a “European identity” in addition to national and
regional ones, changing reference points demand a re-conceptualization of academic
perspectives. For European scholars of Inter-American Studies, the “Americaness” of
the Americas and the changing qualities of “self” and “other” are of particular interest,
encouraging a re-definition of positions and mental frameworks. 

By establishing intra-regional cooperations in international education based on
teaching and research, new possibilities of collaboration and mobility are created and
a wide variety of research projects in the field of collective identities are made
possible, re-conceptualizing traditional approaches not only in terms of transnational
and trans-regional, but also in terms of Euro-American relations. International
summer schools, multifaceted lecture series, and publications all contribute to the
establishment of Inter-American Studies on a national and also international level.

The university's declaration of North, Central, and South America as the second
regional focus alongside the already established focus on South-Eastern Europe in
2012 highlights the commitment of the University of Graz to the study of the
Americas.

C.IAS research and teaching focus areas: 
(1) Inter-American Histories, Cultures, and Literatures
(2) Inter-American and Intersectional Approaches of Gender and Generations 
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Celebrating Martin Luther King Day - Black Writing Matters

January 16, 2024

The Center for Inter-American Studies organized another event  at
KULTUM Graz to celebrate Martin Luther King Day. As part of Prof.
Roberta Maierhofer's class "Good Trouble, Necessary Trouble: Black
Writing Matters", students showcased their interests by reading
poems and passages from books written by Black authors. 

events
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African American Women Composers: Their Lives and their
Music

January 15, 2024

On the occasion of celebrating Martin Luther King Day, the Center for
Inter-American Studies in cooperation with both the Austro-American
Society for Styria (ÖAG) and Fulbright Austria Alum Chapter Styria
organized a lecture at Bar Flora, Parkhotel. Visiting professor Anne
Marie Condasce (Oklahoma State University/Fulbright Austria) started
the evening with a lecture on and interpretations of several songs and
pieces by different African American composers. On the piano, she was
supported by Antoinnette Van Zabner (University of Music and
Performing Arts, Vienna). Attendees enjoyed the lecture along with
drinks and snacks provided by ÖAG Styria.

January 23, 2024

In preparation for her lecture, Prof. Dr. Sabine Bröck, one of the first in Europe to work on Afro-
American literature, led and engaged with students in the same class, “Good Trouble, Necessary
Trouble: Black Writing Matters”. As part of their assigned work, students discussed works by James
Baldwin and Edwidge Danticat. 

The Struggle Continues: A Generational Dialogue 
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Erasmus+ EcoStories Project Kick-Off Event

January 28-30, 2024

The Erasmus+ project kick-off meeting took place from January 28
to January 30 at the Center for Inter-American Studies with
participants from the University of Venice, the University of
Malaga, and representatives from three participating schools. The
meeting marked the start of the EcoStories project. It began with a
welcoming dinner on Sunday evening, providing an opportunity
for introductions and informal discussions.

On Monday, teams presented their expertise and worked on
understanding the main goals of the project. The day included a
keynote lecture on Eco-Linguistics by Ao.Univ.-Prof. Mag. Dr.phil.
Hermine Penz, offering insights relevant to the project. The
evening ended with an outing to the KUG Jazz Night, allowing
participants to connect in a more relaxed setting.

The second day focused on practical matters, including the project
timeline, budget, and communication strategies. The meeting
ended with a closing dinner, providing a chance for further
networking.

 HuK-Forum: Abolish Property - Black Feminist Revisited

January 23, 2024

In the frame of the first HuK-Forum of the year organized by the
Cluster Americas, Prof. Dr. Sabine Bröck, expert of African
American writing and culture, addressed the theoretical advances
of Black feminism’s history in the U.S. as an intersectional self-
empowering intervention against prevailing machismo in 1960s
and later Black movements, as a correction to Black
historiography, as a radical scholarly and activist anti-racist
practice, and as epistemic rupture of white gender theory.
Following the talk, the students and attendees came together for
drinks and further discussions at Galliano, supported by the
Austro-American Society for Styria (ÖAG).
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C.IAS Mini Lecture Series with Amurabi Oliviera

March 5-7, 2024

At the beginning of March, the Center for Inter-American Studies
hosted Amurabi Oliveira, Associate Professor at the Federal
University of Santa Catarina, Brazil, for a lecture series exploring
society, culture, race, racism, and (de)coloniality. Oliveira examined
Brazil’s unique socio-historical context as the only Portuguese-
colonized nation in the Americas. 

Graz International Summer School Information Session

March 11, 2024

To promote the international summer school, the Center for Inter-
American Studies hosted "Bagels & Coffee for GUSEGG." The event
introduced prospective students to the Graz International Summer
School Seggau (GUSEGG). Attendees enjoyed bagels and coffee while
learning about GUSEGG's academic and cultural offerings. A lively Q&A
session provided insights into the application process and scholarship
opportunities.

Graduation Ceremony of the KinderKunstHochschule

February 29, 2024

The KinderKunstHochschule celebrated the participants of their
creative workshops during a ceremony at the Meerscheinschlössel
with speeches by rector Dr. Peter Riedler, Mag. Theres Hinterleitner,
Prof. Dr. Franziska Pirstinger and Ao. Univ.-Prof. Dr. Roberta
Maierhofer. The ceremony was accompanied by musical
perfomances by the choir of VS Stattegg. 
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C.IAS Mini Lecture Series with Heike Hartung

March 12-14, 2024

During a C.ias mini lecture series, Dr. phil. habil. Heike
Hartung introduced students to concepts of narratives that
are crucial for the study of literature and culture. In the
sequence of three seminar sessions, they explored different
aspects of narrative and how these relate to the concepts of
embodiment, genre and space respectively. After a brief
introduction into narrative theory, the first session focused on
how the physical body is represented in autobiography and
fiction. The second session explored the structural analysis of
literature with reference to the fantasy genre, focusing on one
of Henry James’ late ghost stories. In the concluding third
session they turned to the relationship between narrative and
space, also with reference to James’ short story.

(Im-)Mobilities, Age and Gender: Cultural Topographies Workshop

March 15, 2024

The Center for Inter-American Studies hosted a workshop that departed from
conventional paradigms within ageing studies, exploring novel spatial dimensions of
the phenomenon. Different scholars, including Prof. em. Dr. Rüdiger Kunow, Dr. Nicole
Haring, Dr. habil. Heike Hartung, and Dr. Andrea Zittlau, delivered lectures that
explored various aspects of the subject matter. Moreover, the newly published book
“Masculinities Aging Between Cultures - Relationality, Kinship and Care in Dialogue”
(Heike Hartung, Roberta Maierhofer, Christian Smitt-Kilb Eds.) was introduced. 
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Lecture Goes Protest! Exhibition on Protest in Graz

March 21, 2024

Prof. Roberta Maierhofer’s students had the chance to visit an exhibition at the Graz Museum. The
“Protest!” exhibition explores the diversity and creativity with which people have made their voices
heard since 1945. What issues have protests in Graz brought forth and what effect have they had? Is
there a Graz protest culture and how is it connected to contemporary art? What forms of protest can
be found in the past and today? What function do protests have in a democracy? And what might
future protest look like? Students from Prof. Maierhofer’s class “Topics in American Cultural Studies
(Narratives and Digital Storytelling of (In)Justice and Solidarity)” and from Prof. Penz’s classes “Linguistics
Seminar (The Language of Protest)” and “Doctoral Colloquium (Discourses of Protest - Protesting
Discourses)” took part in this excursion.

Sprache, Kosmovisionen und Indigene Identitäten 
with René Kuppe and Christina Korak

April 19, 2024

The Center for Inter-American Studies hosted an interdisciplinary
dialogue featuring Ao. Univ.-Prof. Dr. René Kuppe (University of
Vienna) and Mag. Dr.phil. Christina Korak (University of Graz). They
explored language and translation's vital roles in indigenous
communities, addressing their implications for identity, territorial
rights, and resistance against extractive projects. The event
facilitated critical reflection on linguistic diversity and its societal
implications. Moderated by Assoz. Prof. Mag. Dr. Rafael Schögler,  
this  conversation  underscored  the  pressing  need  for cultural
sensitivity and linguistic justice.
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Let’s Talk about Haiti!

May 13, 2024

William O’Neill, UN expert on human rights in Haiti, provided
first-hand information about the ongoing conflict and insights
on efforts by the international community to restore peace
and security and protect human rights in Haiti. The event was
moderated by Bernardette Holzer, a representative from
Empowerment for Peace (NGO), and organised by the
European Training and Research Centre for Human Rights and
Democracy with the support of the Center for Inter-American
Studies.

Workshop with Pittsburgh Students

May 14, 2024

Within the scope of the Seminar “From
Margins to Center: Black Women Writing”,
students from the University of Graz
collaborated with students from the University
of Pittsburgh. The lecture, while focused on
literature and its interpretation, also
incorporated the topic of health and
healthcare, connecting the majors of both
student groups.

“Protest Songs” Guest Lecture with US Folk Musician Rod MacDonald

April 23, 2024

Students attending Prof. Roberta Maierhofer’s seminar “Specialized Topics in Anglophone Literary
Studies (From Margins to Center: Black Women Writing)” had the opportunity to listen to a live mini
concert by US folk musician Rod MacDonald organized by the Center for Inter-American Studies. 



GUSEGG Alumni Event

May 15, 2024

Once again, the Center for Inter-American Studies organised a
get-together for GUSEGG alumni at Park Hotel. The attendees
assembled in the lounge, accompanied by classical music
performed by the main pianist from the Oper Graz, Hakim
Boudaa, as well as drinks, canapes and conversations with both
familiar and new faces. 
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May 16, 2024

Within the frame of the Erasmus+ EcoStories Project, a workshop on the intersection of climate fiction,
multilingual arts-based education, and digital storytelling was held at Quartier Leech. Organized by
Roberta Maierhofer, Nicole Haring, and Eva Bauer, the event kicked off with an engaging lecture by Dr.
habil. Mónika Fodor (University of Pécs) and Réka Lugossy (University of Pécs), delving into the
construction of eco-anxiety in climate fiction short stories. This was followed by Fabiana Fazzi’s talk on
“Crafting the parallels between linguistic diversity and biodiversity through participatory digital
storytelling and multilingual arts-based education” from Ca’Foscari University, Venice. Later in the day,
Nicole Haring and Eva Bauer led an interactive workshop focused on creating narratives for a climate-
just future through digital storytelling. The workshop ended with a poetry reading by Matthias Göritz  
from Washington University in St. Louis, who shared his work “Colonies of Paradies – The Ecology of
Translation”. 

TRIBUNA Graz

May 22-23, 2024

Tribuna, organized by the University of Graz's Iberoamerica Institute and related departments,
celebrated Colombia's culture and history with a program of lectures, workshops, art, and music. Dr.
Christian Cwik's keynote, "From Columbus to Colombia: Conquests, Resistance, and the Path to
Independence," explored the historical impact of colonization, the resistance of Afro-Colombian and
Indigenous communities, and Colombia’s journey to independence. Highlighting the enduring
contributions of these communities, the lecture emphasized themes of liberty and cultural identity.
Simultaneous interpretation by graduate students ensured accessibility, enriching this vibrant
celebration of Colombian heritage.

Eco-Storytelling Workshop
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The 2nd Graz/Puerto Rico International Conference 
on Human Rights  from an Inter-American Perspective

May 30 - June 2

When we developed the idea for this 2nd conference on Human Rights from an Inter-American
Perspective, we had little idea that camps would soon come to take on even more telling roles
globally, not only as sites of detention, violation, confinement, and refoulement, but also as
contentious symbols of protest and anti-carceral resistance that underscore the need for
understanding, dialogue, and enduring peace.

Our first conference, which took place in 2022, marked 20 years of detention at the U.S. military
prison at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. Many of the discussions there concerned the abuses that made
Guantánamo a global symbol of torture, violence, and US imperial power. Some unfolded hope
against hope, but the participation of academics, writers, lawyers, poets, and artists assisted in
putting the past and present in meaningful dialogue. Especially significant was the participation of
five former Guantánamo prisoners-Mansoor Adayfi, Moazzam Begg, Lakhdar Boumedienne,
Ahmed Errachidi, and Mohamedou Ould Slahi Houbeini. Their testimonies an anchor that assisted
in imagining the future anew, they transformed camps into sites of reflection, learning, and
transnational solidarity.

This second conference had a wider scope than the first. It considered a variety of different types of
camps from various parts of the planet as well as dynamics of abolitionism, prison education
projects, and debates about race, belonging, and borders, among other topics. How can the
connections among these assist in mapping a way forward? What roles can an Inter-American
perspective that values interdisciplinarity play in effectively responding to current challenges? What
new questions deserve attention? And what should we do if we were able to do anything?

This conference underscored creativity and formulating connections as essential tools for dialogue
and change.

CAMPs 2024
Camps, Carceral Imaginaries, and Critical Interventions
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Theories and Methods of Intersectional Research at the Minority within Minorities:
Gender, Ethnic Identity and Power Dynamics in National Minority Communities
Workshop

June 10, 2024

The workshop “Minoritiy within Minorities: Gender, Ethnic Identity and Power Dynamics in National
Minority Communities” took place as part of the project “Gender Dimension of the Croatian
Minority Policy” and Dimensions of Europe. After the opening, Prof. Roberta Maierhofer and Dr.
phil. Nicole Haring kicked off the series of lectures with their talk on “Theories and Methods of
Intersectional Research”. 

C.IAS Team Barbecue

June 18, 2024

At the end of the 2024 summer semester, the team
at the Center for Inter-American Studies gathered for
a celebratory barbecue to mark the conclusion of a
successful and eventful term. The event was also a
farewell to Julia Prochinig, a valuable member and
office manager at the center. She helped organize a
number of the successful events at the center, many
of which are still continued to this day. We wish her
all the best!
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June 30-July 15, 2024

The Graz International Summer School Seggau (GUSEGG) took place from June 30 to July 15, 2024,
at the historic Schloss Seggau in Leibnitz, Austria. Organized by the University of Graz in
collaboration with the Commission of the Bishop’s Conferences of the European Community
(COMECE) and the Diocese Graz-Seckau, GUSEGG provided an enriching environment for
international students and academics to address and reflect upon pressing global challenges.

This year, GUSEGG attracted 67 students from 22 countries and 35 universities, bringing a diverse
range of perspectives to the discussions. This diversity underscored the global importance of the
issues explored and enabled a vibrant, cross-cultural exchange of ideas. The theme of GUSEGG
2024, "Disruptive Imagination and Resistance," emphasized the transformative power of
imagination in tackling critical issues like climate change, inequality, poverty, hunger, and
pandemics. Through interdisciplinary seminars and lectures, students and academics explored
how to disrupt intellectual complacency and cultivate innovative approaches to global and regional
challenges. Each day began with a morning lecture by esteemed experts. These lectures served as a
foundation for the afternoon seminars where students engaged in focused group discussions and
collaborative projects. Optional lunchtime workshops provided additional skill-building
opportunities, covering topics such as academic and creative writing, publishing, and public
presentation.

International Summer School Graz Seggau 2024
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Key Events

Opening Ceremony
The opening ceremony on June 30 was a notable event, led by
Academic Director Prof. Dr. Roberta Maierhofer and COMECE
representative Michael Kuhn. University of Graz Vice-Rector for
Internationalization and Equal Opportunities Mireille Van Poppel and
Diocese Representative Walter Prügger also offered welcoming
remarks. The evening concluded with a gathering in Schloss Seggau’s
wine cellar, where students and staff shared Styrian wine, music, and a
bonfire, fostering camaraderie and cultural exchange.

"Conversations Across Divides" Panel Discussion
On July 3, Rector Peter Riedler participated in a plenary discussion titled
“Conversations Across Divides,” joined by GUSEGG lecturers like Dr.
Yasemin Besen-Cassino from Montclair State University, and students
Micely Diaz Espaillat and Viola Kastrati. Moderated by Michael Kuhn,
the panel offered an “empty chair” on stage, encouraging audience
members to join the conversation and contribute their thoughts, thus
creating a dynamic and inclusive exchange of ideas.

Alumni Day
Alumni from previous GUSEGG sessions were welcomed back on July 3
for Alumni Day at Schloss Seggau. This gathering allowed former
participants to reconnect, engage with the current cohort, and
contribute to the growing GUSEGG community.

International Presentations
On the evenings of July 4 and 5, participants shared presentations on
their home countries, offering insights into their local customs,
traditions, and economic landscapes. These open, reflective sessions
enriched everyone’s understanding of the diverse backgrounds within
the group.

Excursions to Graz and Maribor
On July 6, students enjoyed an excursion to Graz, where they toured
the city and experienced the local culture of the summer school’s host
institution. The following day, students had the option to visit Maribor,
Slovenia, guided by Slovenian colleagues. This cross-border experience
provided valuable insights into the European context of the program
and fostered authentic exchanges with local peers.

Poster Presentation and Competition
On July 10, participants presented their ongoing research through a
poster session, where they engaged in individual discussions with
fellow students and lecturers. This session allowed students to receive
constructive feedback and suggestions for expanding their research. A
vote for the best posters was held, with winners receiving small prizes
at the GUSEGG 2024 closing ceremony.
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Closing Ceremony KKH Summer Program

September 6, 2024

The KinderKunstHochschule celebrated the end of their
summer workshops with participation of around 500
children and their families. The six weeks of creative summer
workshops were highly succesful and well-attended. After
the ceremony some of the artworks created by the
participants were exhibited in front of the aula and the
young artists were treated to ice cream sponsored by the
rector of the university.

Erasmus+ EcoStories Focus Group Meeting 

September 5, 2024

The Erasmus+ Ecostories project held a focus group meeting for the EcoStories Interactive
Framework, focused on developing a Critical Ecological Pedagogy. This session brought together
teachers and English studies graduates to provide insights essential for creating the framework.
The collaborative discussion aimed to guide future “Eco-teachers” in addressing the climate crisis in
the classroom by exploring their own values, attitudes, knowledge, and skills. Insights from this
meeting will shape the EcoStories framework, set to be released later this year, offering educators
adaptable resources to foster ecological awareness and active engagement among their students.
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SARGASSO CAMPS Book Presentation

October 10, 2024

An online event was held as a follow-up to the
Graz/Puerto Rico International Conferences
on Human Rights. The hybrid discussion,
broadcast via Zoom, focused on two
publications: Sargasso’s most recent volume,
“Camps, (In)Justice & Solidarity, and the latest
issue of the journal Caribbean Studies.” The
event was sponsored by the Institute of
Caribbean Studies at the University of Puerto
Rico’s Río Piedras Campus.

Prof. Dr. phil.habil. Julia Roth of Bielefeld
University reviewed the Sargasso volume,
while Prof. Lydia “Puchi” Platón from the
University of Puerto Rico provided
commentary on the Caribbean Studies
journal. The event aimed to promote these
works and raise awareness of the CAMPS
conferences held in 2022 and 2024.

Workshop on Inter-Cultural Communication

September 17, 2024

Since 2008, the University of Graz has successfully
administered a joint international Master's program in
sustainable development in collaboration with six
international partner universities. Notably, one of the
program's partners, Hiroshima University in Japan, has
been providing two specialization modules as part of the
mandatory mobility in the second semester. As part of
this program, from September 14 to 24, 2024, 15
Japanese students, accompanied by the coordinator of
the Sustainable Development Program at Hiroshima
University, Prof. Goto, visited the University of Graz. The
program included a workshop on "Intercultural
Communication”, lead by Prof. Roberta Maierhofer, Prof.
Hermine Penz and PhD Candidate Eva Bauer, designed
to foster understanding and collaboration among
students from diverse cultural backgrounds. 
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Days of Indigenous Resistance - International Conference

October 10-15, 2024

The Indigenous Rights Collective (INRICO), in collaboration with the Institute for Translation Studies,
the Center for Inter-American Studies and various organisations in Graz, hosted the Days of
Indigenous Resistance. The event featured workshops, art installations, concerts, and lectures by
Indigenous activists and researchers, spotlighting Indigenous languages, cultural heritage, and
human rights. One mentionworthy highlight was the October 12 conference on historical and
ongoing Indigenous resistance movements, held in the multi-purpose hall, with keynote speakers
Manuela Omari Ima, founder of the Waorani Women’s Organization in Ecuador, and Eduardo
Pichilingue Ramos, ecologist and regional director of the Alliance Cuencas Sagradas Peru. Their talks
addressed alternative income initiatives for Indigenous women, political participation, and efforts to
protect 35 million hectares of rainforest across Peru and Ecuador.
The program concluded on October 15 with workshops on pre-Columbian instruments, lectures on
Indigenous peoples of Peru and Colombia, and film screenings with discussions. This event also
marked the culmination of the project “Towards a Cosmovision Turn - Challenging Basic Translation
Theory”, which critically examined the role of missionary translation in shaping Indigenous
worldviews.

CEEPUS Week

October 15-18, 2024

The CEEPUS Network Meeting and Conference,
held under the theme “Contradictions and
Ambivalences in American Culture”, brought
together scholars from Kosovo, Hungary,
Slovakia, Bulgaria, Czechia, Slovenia, Serbia, and
Croatia. The conference showcased a diverse
range of topics across disciplines such as Afro-
American Studies, Media Studies, Gender
Studies, and Aging Studies, fostering
interdisciplinary discussions and collaboration.
This gathering highlighted the complexities and
cultural dynamics of American society,
encouraging dialogue among researchers from
across Central and Eastern Europe.
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C.IAS Mini-Lecture Series

October 21-23, 2024

Dr. phil. habil. Heike Hartung (University of Potsdam/University
of Graz) delivered a mini-lecture series titled “Literary
Narratives of Loss and Grief” at the Center for Inter-American
Studies. The three sessions explored the intersections of
narrative and grief in literary texts, examining cultural
meanings and emotional complexities of loss.
The first session addressed literary responses to multiple
losses during the COVID-19 pandemic, providing an
introduction to grief narratives. The second session focused on
grief memoirs by Joan Didion and Julian Barnes, emphasizing
temporal and spatial dislocations of mourning. The final
session analyzed partition stories through feminist writer
Urvashi Butalia’s personal narrative, delving into themes of loss
tied to home and family during the Indian Partition. This
engaging series offered participants valuable insights into the
ways literature reflects and processes grief across diverse
contexts.

October 30, 2024

Project coordinator Eva Bauer and student assistant Artiola
Kajtazi led an eco-storytelling workshop at Bildungshaus Schloss
Retzhof for Teaching in Styria students. This session aimed to
equip future educators with tools to integrate climate justice
stories into the English classroom through digital storytelling.
Participants engaged deeply with the psychological and social
dimensions of climate change, including climate anxiety and
crisis communication, and explored strategies for addressing
these issues through eco-pedagogy. The workshop encouraged
using multilingual approaches to create inclusive, culturally
responsive narratives, allowing educators to connect with
diverse student groups.
The session also introduced participants to the Graz
International Summer School Seggau (GUSEGG) highlighting it as
a platform for further interdisciplinary exploration of global
challenges, including climate justice and multilingual education.

Workshop at Retzhof on Eco-Storytelling &
Promoting GUSEGG
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Panel Discussion with Lonnie Johnson and Maureen
Devine

November 4, 2024

A panel discussion featuring Prof. Dr. Roberta Maierhofer, Dr.
Lonnie Johnson, and Dr. Maureen Devine examined the
upcoming U.S. presidential election from diverse perspectives.
The discussion focused on the candidates’ prospects, key issues
shaping the election, and the broader implications of the U.S.
election for Europe. Through thorough analysis and dynamic
debate, the event provided valuable insights into the
transatlantic impact of this pivotal election.

US Election Brunch at C.IAS

November 6, 2024

A live-viewing event for the US presidential election
brought together attendees to follow the unfolding results
of the 2024 US election between Kamala Harris and
Donald Trump in a social and engaging atmosphere.
Participants discussed about the latest developments
while enjoying bagels, cupcakes, popcorn, coffee, and tea.
The event provided a forum to analyze and reflect on the
outcomes of this political moment.
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Fulbright Alumni Chapter Styria Meet & Greet in Graz

November 15, 2024

The Fulbright Alumni Chapter Styria Meet & Greet in Graz kicked off a series of events celebrating
Fulbright Austria's upcoming 75th anniversary. Hosted in partnership with the Austro-American Society
for Styria (ÖAG) and the Center for Inter-American Studies, the gathering provided a warm and
welcoming environment for alumni, current participants, and supporters of the Fulbright community to
connect. Attendees enjoyed live piano music by Anil Bilgen. The event also served as a platform to
share updates on Fulbright Austria’s activities and the broader Bundesländertour. With the first round
of drinks sponsored by the organizers, the evening successfully fostered connections and celebrated
the Fulbright community.

Graz International Summer School Information Session

November 8, 2024

Student assistant Artiola Kajtazi hosted an online information
session for prospective participants of the Graz International
Summer School Seggau 2025. This session offered a
comprehensive overview of GUSEGG, designed to answer
questions from those interested in joining the program.
During the session, Artiola provided details on the program’s
interdisciplinary focus, application process, and unique
opportunities for cross-cultural learning. Participants learned about
the benefits of attending GUSEGG, including the chance to engage
with global topics and connect with international students.

 HuK-Forum: US Election - Looking Forward

November 12, 2024

The HuK Forum hosted “The Wo/Man card? The US Election in Light of
Gendered Culture Wars,” a talk organized by the Cluster Americas and led
by Dr. phil.habil. Julia Roth. The lecture examined the gendered
dimensions of the U.S. election campaign and its outcomes, focusing on
how gender serves as a framework to address broader societal issues
such as demography and resource distribution. Building on concepts like
femonationalism, emancipation fatigue, and sexual exceptionalism, the
talk examined the complexities of right-wing gendered discourses and
their use of affective strategies to shape public sentiment and community
identity. Drawing on theories from scholars like Gabriele Dietze and
Wendy Brown, it analyzed the role of gender in constructing a “reloaded
culture war” and forging new forms of common sense. The event, held in-
person and online, provided a critical lens on the intersection of gender
and politics in contemporary electoral discourse.
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ÖAG Thanksgiving Dinner

November 28, 2024

In collaboration with the Austro-American Society for
Styria (ÖAG), the Center for Inter-American Studies
hosted the annual Thanksgiving dinner at Restaurant
Brandhof this year. The evening was filled with good
company and delicious food, including cream of
pumpkin soup, turkey with all the trimmings, and a
delightful selection of desserts. Thank you to all who
joined us for making the evening memorable!

Mountain Warfare against Hitler, Mountain Rescue
at Home

November 25, 2024

In cooperation with C.IAS, a pop-up photo exhibition titled “So
it was that we trained in this valley shrouded with smoke”
took place. Historians Dr. Florian Traussnig and Dr.phil.
Robert Lackner presented their research about Austrians in
the famed 10th Mountain Division of the U.S. Army during
World War II. The event began with the opening of the photo
exhibition, followed by a film screening at 7:00 pm. The
evening concluded with attendees gathering to discuss the
exhibition and film, accompanied by drinks and snacks.
 

Human Rights Café 

December 2, 2024

In collaboration with the university alliance Arqus and SET
Padova, the Center for Inter-American Studies hosted a
transnational edition of the Human Rights Café. This edition, titled
"Human Rights Café - European democracies at the crossroads:
which future for human rights?”, focused on the future of
democracy and human rights in Europe, addressing topics such
as populism, migration, and climate change. Students from
Università degli Studi di Padova, Universidad de Granada,
Universidade do Minho, University of Graz and University of
Leipzig have worked together to organize a series of the Human
Rights Café at each of their respective universities.

https://bik.lbg.ac.at/news/ausstellung-und-einblicke-zu-oesterreichern-in-der-us-gebirgstruppe-eine-bildnachlese/
https://bik.lbg.ac.at/team/florian-traussnig/
https://bik.lbg.ac.at/team/robert-lackner/
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projects

Comparative Healthcare of Austria,
Slovenia, and the US

“Comparative Healthcare of Austria, Slovenia, and the US” is a program offered by the
Center for lnter-American Studies in cooperation with the University of Pittsburgh and
the University of Maribor. ln the course of this program, the University of Graz annually
welcomes students from the University of Pittsburgh who are interested in healthcare
and in studying medicine. ln Graz, they get the opportunity to study and experience
various aspects of the Austrian and the Slovenian healthcare systems in contrast with
the healthcare system of the United States. This year, 24 students and one professor
participated in the program from May 12, 2024 until June 3, 2024. 
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The Erasmus+ Eco-Storytelling project focuses on developing an Eco-Storytelling toolbox for
the English (ESL/EFL) classroom that aims at stimulating the imagination for building a
climate-just and low-carbon future while also fostering teachers’ and students’ digital skills
and competencies in the English language classroom. The toolbox is targeted at pre- and
in-service teachers of English, as well as English learners (level B1+). EcoStories aims at
supporting English teachers by developing a competence framework, educational
materials, as well as providing them with digital training, all of which are based on the
integration of English, climate, and digital literacies. 

The toolbox will incorporate digital methodologies in the form of digital storytelling using
open source, participatory platforms that promote the creation of stories inspired by
students’ engagement with museum resources/sites in combination with climate fiction.
Addressing the particular interconnections between digitalization and climate change is
central to this project to enable students to better understand the twin transition (digital
and green) that the European Union is currently dealing with. Furthermore, the project will
build on the competences of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), which aims at
giving “learners of all ages the knowledge, skills, values and agency to address
interconnected global challenges, including climate change, loss of biodiversity,
unsustainable use of resources, and inequality” (UNESCO 2022). Working together with
Ca’Foscari University of Venice, Universidad de Malaga and three respective schools, the
project durations spans over three years until the end of 2026. 

EcoStories
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Graz International Summer 
School 2024

GUSEGG 2024 offered a discussion on how conflict, challenge, and change determine
our lives as individuals and as a society. Our times are marked by various conflicts and
antagonisms arising from challenging circumstances: climate change, war, inequality,
poverty, hunger, pandemics. The problems faced today are conceived of in different
ways: as unexpected tragedies, as predictable outcomes of past behavior, as the result
of systematic and structural processes, or as the consequence of individual actions or
even chance. It is a constant challenge to attempt to resolve tensions and antagonisms
without multiplying and escalating them. If conflict is a challenge and a question, change
is the answer. 

In order to develop strategies and methods to meet the challenges of our times, this
year’s summer school engaged in academic contemplation and interdisciplinary
exchange. Such investigations offer us the opportunity of developing disruptive
intellectual approaches and ideas, as we can gain insights into the many forces that
make us believe that the challenges we face are essential, natural, or inevitable.

This year, the Graz International Summer School welcomed 70 students from all around
the world for the two-week program. Participants from North and South America,
Europe, Africa, Australia and Asia met to negotiate their differences and find
commonalities, creating a community in the process that transcends geographical,
cultural, and mental borders.
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Inter.Reading Book Club

The lnter.Reading Book Club was founded in
2O2O as a cooperation project between the
Center for lnter-American Studies and the
Austrian-American Society for Styria (ÖAG). The
lnter.Reading Book Club unites voracious
readers who are looking for an intersectional,
international, and inter-American book club to
share their passion. Meeting on a regular basis,
the book club members read and discuss
fictional and nonfictional American literature
connected to current global issues. 
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ln 2024, the book club read the following books:

No Friend But the Mountain by Behrouz Boochani (SS 2024)

If an Egyptian Cannot Speak English by Noor Naga (WS 2024)

The Thirty Names of Night by Zeyn Joukhadar (WS 2024)
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KinderKunstHochschule
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The KinderKunstHochschule offers children and teenagers the
opportunity to get to know and deepen their knowledge of various art
forms through artisitic workshops. Professional artists show them
various techniques, from painting, illustration, and ceramics to dance,
theater, and creative writing as well as cooking, puppet making, and
sewing.

In 2024, the KinderKunstHochschule once again offered numerous creative art
workshops - both during school holidays as well as during the year. Quite a few
workshops were also held at various schools throughout Styria. The workshops are
always science-based and with an artistic focus. The aim of the KinderKunstHochschule
is to contribute to the participants’ development and show them how to actively and
creatively participate and influence and innovative and equal society. Together with our
cooperation partners, we strive to bring the arts and culture into the everyday life and
experiences of children and young people.

Homepage: www.kinder.kunsthochschule.at

https://www.kinder.kunsthochschule.at/
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Bauer, Eva Katharina. "Community, Poetry, and the Self: A Thematic Analysis of Assata
Shakur’s Autobiography." Voices of Diversity: Inclusion and Exclusion in Inter-American
Literature, Culture, and History, edited by Mónika Fodor, Nicole Haring, David Livingstone,
and Bea Tomšič Amon, Graz, unipub, 2024, pp. 41–58.

Cwik, Christian. "Austrian Internees in British Internment Camps in the Caribbean During
WWII." Sargasso: A Journal of Carribean Literature, Language & Culture, vol. 27, 2024, pp.
123-157.

Cwik, Christian. "The Sephardic Diaspora in the Early Caribbean." Cambridge History of the
Caribbean, edited by Kristen Block, Ed Rugemer, Anne Eller, and Matthew Smith, New
York, Cambridge University Press, 2024, pp. 37–65.

Flaherty-Echeverría, Satty, Nicole Haring, and Simon Maierhofer, editors. Off Campus:
Seggau School of Thought X: Conflict, Challenge, and Change. Graz, unipub, 2024.

Fodor, Moniká, Nicole Haring, David Livingstone, and Bea Tomšič Amon, editors. Off
Campus 11 Special Issue: Voices of Diversity: Inclusion and Exclusion in Inter-American
Literature, Culture, and History. Graz, unipub, 2024.

Fuchs, Michael, and Roberta Maierhofer, editors. Human Generations and the
Environmental Crisis in Literature, Film, and Other Media. English Literature: Theories,
Interpretations, Contexts, vol. 10, Venice, Italy, Edizioni Ca’Foscari, 2024.

Haring, Nicole. "Queer Temporalities and the Life Course: Trans Aging in Torrey Peters'
Detransition, Baby (2021)." Journal of Aging Studies, vol. 69, 2024, pp. 1-7.

Haring, Nicole, Roberta Maierhofer, and Eva Bauer, editors. Entanglements, Narratives,
and the Environment: Inter-American Perspectives. London, Lexington Books, 2024.
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Hartung, Heike. "Grief Representation in Late Poetry: Thomas Hardy's Poems of 1912–13
and Ted Hughes's Birthday Letters." The Palgrave Handbook of Literature and Aging, edited
by Valerie Barnes Lipscomb and Aagje Swinnen, Cham, Palgrave Macmillan, 2024, pp.
487–506.

Hartung, Heike, Roberta Maierhofer, and Christian Schmitt-Kilb, editors. Masculinities
Ageing Between Cultures: Relationality, Kinship, and Care in Dialogue. Bielefeld, transcript,
2024.

Maierhofer, Roberta. "Final Reflections." La Emancipación de América Central en su
Retrospectiva (1821–2021): Múltiples Facetas de las Independencias, edited by Laurin
Blecha, Christian Cwik, and Jörg Türschmann, Berlin and Boston, De Gruyter, 2024, pp.
171–172.

Walicek, Don, Jessica Adams, Nicole Haring, and Roberta Maierhofer, editors. Camps,
(In)Justice, & Solidarity. San Juan, Puerto Rico, Sargasso: A Journal of Literature, Language, &
Culture, 2024.



Within the research area “Inter-American Cultures, Histories,
and Literatures”, this research project aims at developing Inter-
American approaches to the climate crises and to continuous
global environmental destruction. Highlighting  European
entanglements in the exploitation and degradation of the
environment in the Americas is the main focus of the project.
Funding party: Province of Styria

29

third-party
funding
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Eco-Storytelling: A Digital Toolbox for the English
Classroom for Building a Climate-Just Future (2023-2026) 

Camps, Carceral Imaginaries, and Critical Interventions
(2023-2025)

International research and educational project in cooperation
with Ca’Foscari University Venice and the University of Malaga
to develop a digital toolkit for the English classroom to address
the pressing questions of climate change through a socially-just
lens. 
Funding party: Erasmus+

Aligning with the research focus of C.IAS on camps and
incarceration, this project continues the pivotal work of the
2022 Camps Conference by conducting research with
cooperation partners in the Americas (e.g. University of Puerto
Rico, University of Havana). Within its framework, a second
installment of the Camps Conference was organized in Spring
2024.
Funding parties: Province of Styria, Dimensions of Europe, U.S.
Embassy, Embassy of Chile, Embassy of Cuba, KO-Stelle
University of Graz, City of Graz 

Climate Change as System Change (2023-2024)



Continuing the Erasmus+ project DigLit objectives, this follow-
up project aims to develop methods and approaches for critical
pedagogies for addressing our current challenges of
digitalization, climate change, unequal power dynamics, and
growing inequalities. Researchers from different universities in
Europe, including Granada, Venice, City College London, and
Goldsmith University, are determined to develop new
trajectories for educational and cultural studies. 
Funding party: Province of Styria 
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International research project on the question of how
datafication influences the area of dementia research from a
cultural studies, sociological, and anthropological perspective. 
Funding party: Aging in Data Project funded by Social Science
and Humanities Research Council Canada

Aging in Data (2022-2023)

Aging Masculinities Between Cultures (2021-2024)

This project is a follow-up initative to the MASCAGE Gender
Net+ research project, which C.IAS was part of until 2023. It
continuous the discussion of aging masculinities through an
intersectional lense drawing on cultural studies, aging studies,
gender studies, and sociological approaches. 
Funding party: FWF 

Mediating Social Challenges: Art, Storytelling, and Critical
Pedagogies (2023-2024) 



The certificate in "lnter-American Cultural Studies" is aimed at students enrolled in all
fields of study within the humanities or social sciences at the University of Graz as an
additional qualification in the form of a free elective focus. 

The relevance of Inter-American studies as a subject area becomes particularly relevant
in the context of current developments on a global level such as transnational migration.
In the course of such developments, cultural identities are transformed, questioning
common conceptualizations of the “self” and the “other”. Also, in a European context, the
reference points shift in the course of the negotiation of a “European identity” (in
addition to national and regional identities), which means that academic perspectives
have to be recast as well. Therefore, for European students in the field of Inter-American
studies, the “Americanness” of the Americas and changing conceptions of the “self” and
the “other” are of great interest as they might encourage the reconsideration of
established categories. The certified free elective subject “Inter-American Cultural
Studies” offers an overview of relevant topics of this new research area and aims at
strengthening the reflective skills of students. 

C.IAS  Newsletter 2024 |  Certificates
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inter-american
studies

certificate

ln 2024, the following students received the certificate:

Erletë Morina
Jelena Loncar
Adna Orucevic
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C.IAS went through a peer evaluation process of its research paradigms and was
evaluated by two external experts in the field of Inter-American studies.  The resultant
report concluded that the Center for Inter-American Studies (C.IAS) is one of the leading
centers for inter-American studies in Europe and the only one of its kind in Austria. The
center’s field of study was brought into the spotlight with the foundation of the
International Association of Inter-American Studies (IAS) in 2009. But even before that
and, in fact, ever since its founding in 2006, it has always been and still is one of the
leading institutions in this area internationally. The center is pivotal to the performance
of the university in internationally funded research initiatives. 
Thus, C.IAS is a place for the enhancement of academic excellence which is
internationally highly visible and provides an important academic node for further
individual and institutional collaboration among European and American regions. In
addition, the evaluators identified a coherent strategy in promoting talent and young
scientists, clearly matching the University of Graz’s motto of working “for the future”.
C.IAS also plays a pioneering role with regard to the promotion of women in science and,
thus, also contributes to raising the proportion of women within academic staff.  

PhD Candidate Eva Bauer was chosen out of
2200 applicants to be part of the 3rd edition
of the European Student Assembly at the
European Parliament in Strasbourg, France.
From 10 to 12 April, 2024, 250 participants
from 170 universities across the European
Union gathered to draft public policy
proposals for EU institutions within a
diverse range of topics. Eva was happy to
represent the University of Graz, the Arqus
European University Alliance, and,
especially, the EcoStories project.

PhD Candidate Eva Bauer at the Arqus European Student
Assembly ESA24

ACHIEVEMENTS

C.IAS Peer Evaluation 2024
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C.IAS New Website Design

The Center for Inter-American Studies is pleased to announce the launch of its updated
website. This redesign aims to improve user experience and provide easier access to
resources for students, researchers, and anyone interested in Inter-American Studies.
The new site features an updated design and enhanced functionality, making
navigation more intuitive and information easier to find. These improvements reflect
our commitment to supporting scholarly work and fostering connections within the
field.

We would like to thank Antonia Schneider for her expertise and support in completing
this project. We also appreciate the contributions of Anamari Slemenšek, whose work
and creativity played an important role in the website's update. We invite you to
explore the new website and discover the resources it has to offer.

Senior Scientist Nicole Haring at the European Association of
American Studies Conference in Munich

Dr.phil. Nicole Haring, senior
scientist at the Center for Inter-
American Studies, attended the 35th
European Association for American
Studies (EAAS) conference held in
Munich, Germany. The event
provided a platform for scholars
from around the world to exchange
insights and research findings on
various aspects of American studies.
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The Fourth Student Conference of the European Joint Master’s
in English and American Studies

Surrounding the topic of “Diversity: Linguistic, Cultural and Literary Perspectives”,  the
Fourth Student Conference of the European Joint Master's Program in English and
American Studies took place at the University of Bamberg, Germany, on April 25, 2024.
Prof. Roberta Maierhofer, as founder of the joint program, gave warm welcome remarks
to the participants as well as touching farewell words to her dear colleague Prof. David
Newbold. Erasmus+ project coordinator Eva Bauer, as an alumni of the Joint Master's
Program, presented her research on "Shifting Temporal Perspectives in Ecolinguistics:
Representations of Futurity in Discourse on Climate Change" while also promoting the
Erasmus+ Project “Eco-Storytelling:  A  Digital  Toolbox  for  the English Classroom for
Building a Climate-Just Future”. Among many inspiring talks, the City College of New
York’s Kendon Willis’ keynote lecture on "Mercenary Queers in Caribbean Literatures" as
well as David Newbold’s reading of several of his poems that were produced during the
Covid-19 pandemic stood out. Thank you to the University of Bamberg for organizing
such a wonderful conference! 
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From September 3 to September 5, the first Future Education Conference 2024 for
scientists, teachers and students took place at the University of Graz, Austria. More than
300 participants came together to discuss educational concepts for the future, among
them Prof. Roberta Maierhofer and Dr. Nicole Haring, who presented the Erasmus+ Eco-
Storytelling Project.

35

Future Education Conference 

The 10th Conference of the Gender Studies Association Austria 

In the frame of the 10th Conference of the Gender Studies Association Austria with the
topic of “Humans – Machines – Environments”, Prof. Roberta Maierhofer, Dr. Nicole Haring,
as well as Erasmus+ Project coordinator Eva Bauer presented a panel on the topic of
“Intersectional Ecostories: Narratives of Environmental Entanglements, Eco-Linguistics, and
Digital Storytelling”. Roberta Maierhofer started the panel with a talk on “Cultural
Representations of Environmental Entanglements. Intergenerational Narratives as
Gendered Resistance”. Nicole Haring continued with her insights on “The Last Generation.
An Intersectional Perspective of the Climate Crises through Gloria Anzaldúa and Cherrie
Moraga’s Works”. Finally, Eva Bauer focused on the Erasmus+ EcoStories project with her
talk on “Temporalities in Climate Discourse. Digital Storytelling as a Participatory Method
to Talk about Climate Change”.
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From 18-19 November, Prof. Roberta Maierhofer, Prof. Hermine Penz, Erasmus+ Project
coordinator Eva Bauer, and KKH coordinator Julia Baier attended the international
symposium “Tempest in the Tempest - Art and Ecology Across the Disciplines” in Venice,
an event organized, among others, by the EcoStories project. This inspiring event
brought together scholars and practitioners from history, art history, literature,
oceanography, climatology, among others, to explore the ecological themes embedded
in the Gallerie dell’Accademia’s collection. The discussions underscored how art can
serve as both a diagnostic and an imaginative tool for addressing the climate crisis, with
Venice providing a uniquely resonant backdrop.

Keynote speakers included Alan C. Braddock, author of Implication: An Ecocritical
Dictionary of Art History; Peter N. Miller, President of the American Academy in Rome and
author of The Weather on 9/9/01; and bestselling author Olivia Laing, who discussed her
new book, The Garden Against Time. After the symposium, Michele Nicolaci (curator,
Gallerie dell’Accademia) gave the participants a guided tour of the Gallerie to look at the
works they had been discussing at the symposium.

We are already looking forward to the ecocritical itinerary and the forthcoming
publication with Wetlands Press.

Symposium Venice: Tempest in the Tempest. Art and Ecology
Across the Disciplines 
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PhD Candidate Eva Bauer at the Austrian-Bavarian
Postgraduate Workshop in Salzburg

From September 19-21,  PhD Candidate Eva Bauer was
invited to the Austrian-Bavarian Postgraduate Workshop
at the University of Salzburg to present her PhD project.
Initiated by the Salzburg Global Seminar 2024, the
election year 2024 was seen as an opportunity to invite
applications for the workshop under the title “American
Studies in Times of Democratic Crises”. The workshop
provided insights into the history of the working
mechanisms of U.S. democratic institutions as well as
contextualised the notion of “crisis” from cultural,
literary, and historical American Studies perspectives.
The participants - early career researchers in American
Studies from Austria and Bavaria - had the opportunity
to present and discuss respective PhD projects as well as
to meet with this year’s participants of the Salzburg
Global American Studies Program at Schloss
Leopoldskron, Salzburg. 

MA, PhD, and Habilitations

Eva Katharina Bauer, BA M.A.

On March 18, 2024, Eva Bauer successfully
defended her Master's thesis, titled “Shifting
Temporal Perspectives in Eco-Linguistics: A
Comparative Study of Future Representations in
Climate Change Discourse at the United Nations
Climate Change Conference.” 
Her research explored how language shapes public
perceptions and responses to climate change,
focusing on how futurity is represented in climate
change discourse. By analyzing English-language
media coverage from the United Nations Climate
Change  Conferences  of   2022  (COP27)  and   2023 

(COP28), Eva examined how future-focused language influences the framing of
ecological issues. 

Building on her research, Eva is now coordinating the Erasmus+ Project EcoStories at
the Center for Inter-American Studies, while continuing with a PhD within the broader
field of environmental humanities. 
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Dr.phil. Hamed Tayebi

In October 2024, Hamed Tayebi successfully
finished his doctoral studies with his thesis on
“Narratives and Representation of Contemporary
America: A Critical Reading of David Foster
Wallace”. 
His dissertation examined the works of David
Foster Wallace through the lens of French
philosopher Jean Baudrillard. The first part
explores Wallace's complex relationship with
irony and sincerity. Wallace critiques the
dominance of irony in culture, advocating for a
return to sincerity in fiction. In Infinite Jest, irony
is depicted as harmful, preventing characters
from benefiting from recovery programs.
Wallace’s synthesis of sincerity and irony is
termed   the  "New  Sincerity,"  drawing   on  ideas 
from Lewis Hyde, Derrida, and Baudrillard's concept of the gift, contrasting it with
Baudrillard's idea of symbolic exchange. 

The second part focuses on Wallace’s engagement with pragmatism and Wittgenstein.
Wallace is drawn to pragmatism's emphasis on common sense, and the Infinite Jest
scene "Eschaton" is analyzed in relation to Baudrillard's simulation theory, ultimately
connecting it to American pragmatism. Despite skepticism, Hamed argued, Wallace
upholds traditional values, aligning with his pragmatist tendencies.

Mag. Dr. Christian Cwik has successfully
completed his habilitation at the
University of Graz. In his public habilitation
colloquium on June 20, 2024, he
presented his research on “Atlantic Slave
Ports from the 17th to the 19th Century:
Goods, Trade Flows, People,” contributing
to the field of Modern and Contemporary
History. His work examines the role of
Atlantic ports in the context of slavery,
focusing on the movement of goods and
people during this period. This
achievement marks an important step in
his academic career.

Priv.-Doz. Mag. Dr.phil. Christian Cwik
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Florian Pirker successfully defended his Master’s
thesis titled “Growing Old as a Man: A Qualitative
Study on the Intersection of Age and Gender in
the Lives of Austrian Men Aged 65+”. 
In collaboration with the MascAge Project that
was coordinated by the Center for Inter-American
Studies, Florian investigated the intersection of
age and gender in the lives of Austrian men over
the age of 65, addressing a research gap, as
previous studies have predominantly focused on
the experiences of aging women. Focus group
interviews reveal how cultural constructions of 

Florian Pirker, BA MA

However, aging as a man is also a multifaceted process, shaped by societal norms and
cultural constructions of masculinity and age. As men grow older, they may question
harmful norms and ideals of masculinity and discover new, positive roles, while
navigating their personal life stories between "decline" and "progress." This thesis
challenges the reductive association of aging with "decline" and emphasizes the
diverse and complex nature of masculinity in later life.

age and ideals of hegemonic masculinity shape the identities, social roles, and lived
experiences of older men. 

The findings suggest that the participants perceive aging as a "power game," in which
men are confronted with societal expectations of masculinity and ageist narratives,
while simultaneously striving to maintain their normative status and relevance. 

Congratulations to everyone!
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COOPERATIONS

We would like to thank our cooperation partners for a successful and inspiring
2024 and are looking forward to continuing the work in 2025.
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