
 
SOWI-News 
Newsletter der Sozial- und Wirtschaftswissenschaftlichen Fakultät 
4. April 2025 

            

 

Vorträge und Veranstaltungen in den kommenden Wochen 
 

 

Economics Research Seminar 
 

“Public pensions in the age of automation” 
We analyze the impact of increased automation on the size and distribution of pension benefits, as well 
as on the optimal size of public pension systems. To this end, we build an overlapping generations 
model of a closed economy with heterogeneous agents who make decisions regarding skill formation, 
consumption and savings, and retirement. Automation is conceptualized either in terms of capital-skill 
complementarity or in a task-based fashion. We find that any productivity gains from automation, 
realized as increased capital returns, disproportionately benefit high-skilled workers who are less 
dependent on illiquid public pensions. A redistributive pension system can reduce public pension 
inequality but may increase inequality in private retirement savings. In our calibrated economy, the 
optimal size of the pension system is larger in the task-based specification, where the displacement 
effects of automation are accounted for. 
 

Ass.-Prof. Johan Gustafsson (University of Umea) 
Dienstag, 8. April 2025, 16.45 Uhr, HS 111.21/2OG, Beethovenstraße 8, 8010 Graz / Termin 
vormerken 
Info: Institut für Volkswirtschaftslehre / >> weitere Informationen 
 

 

HuK Forum: ‘People like us?’ Responses to Racialization and Othering in a New Immigration 
Context 
 

This talk discusses responses to racialization and Othering from the growing number of people with a 
migratory background living in Czechia. Applying a novel epistemological and methodological 
approach, the “reverse sociology of migration,” which privileges the voices and perspectives of people 
with a migratory background, combined with a critical cultural sociological perspective centered on the 
meaning making processes of social actors, it will be explored how individuals negotiate their 
positioning in the society and how they incorporate, reproduce and transform racialized classifications. 
In other words, how do they face the unspoken question are they “people like us”? The study is 
situated in Czechia, a relatively new context of reception for immigrants, where anti-immigrant 
sentiments have been increasing rapidly in recent years. Using qualitative in-depth interviews among 
residents from different regions and countries the Middle East/North Africa, sub–Saharan Africa, 
Slovakia, Vietnam and Ukraine the study unpacks the different forms of racialization and Othering they 
experience, focusing primarily on the first two groups. It combines theories of cultural repertoires and 
symbolic boundaries to critically examine different grounds for boundary work that shape immigrant 
experiences with Othering and racialization in Czech society as well as their responses to it. It pays 
close attention to how they draw boundaries in relation to different Others both native born and 
immigrants and how they make sense of their position in the society they inhabit. 
 

Prof. Bernadette Nadya Jaworsky Ph.D. (Masaryk University, Brno, Czechia) 
Dienstag, 8. April  2025, 18.00 Uhr, SR 15.22/G2, Universitätsstraße 15, 8010 Graz / Termin 
vormerken 
Info: Forschungsnetzwerk Heterogenität und Kohäsion, ao. Univ.-Prof. Dr. Katharina Scherke  
 

 

GSU Lecture "Taking James Bond Seriously: History and Memory of the Bondian Cold War 
Behind the Iron Curtain" 
 

James Bond is a hero with many faces, all at once a realistic character firmly rooted in the concrete 
world of espionage, a dedicated Cold Warrior who helped win the Kulturkampf be-tween East and 
West, a crusading imperial hero from a bygone era, a “sexist, misogynist dino-saur”, and an empty 
vessel merely destined to be branded and franchised in the pursuit of ever greater profit. He is also 
immortal and contemporary throughout – none of the books or films are set in the past. While Bond is 
at first glance a quintessentially British creation, his Cold War adventures have established a 
genuinely transnational legacy. The Bondian Cold War is a complex, fictionalized, and monetized 
refraction of the historical era it spanned. This talk will concentrate on the reception of James Bond in 
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the former East. As far as the Iron Curtain went, Bond was more than a mere spy: he was a way of 
life, whose reputation extended even to countries where censorship rarely, if ever, let him appear on 
screen. Bond’s presence was felt in the East not because his films aired there, but because significant 
efforts were expended to keep him out of the bloc’s borders and to compensate for his non-presence, 
what Czech scholar Petr Bílek coined the “domestication and ideological conversion” of the “James 
Bond narrative.” I will explore the way in which Bond helped shape both an alternative to Bond culture 
and a retroactive Cold War memory after 1989. 
 

Muriel Blaive, PhD (University of Graz) 
Donnerstag, 10. April 2025, 17.00 Uhr, SR 15.27/G2, Universitätsstraße 15, 8010 Graz / Termin 
vormerken 
Info: Institut für Soziologie / >> weitere Informationen 
 

 

A Land of Joiners. Gender History of Volunteer Fire Departments in Central Europe in Times of 
Political Transformation 1918-1989 
 

Dr. Ana Kladnik (Universität Maribor / 2023-2025 Marie Skłodowska-Curie Fellow, Institut für 
Soziologie, Universität Graz) 
Freitag, 11. April  2025, 10.00 Uhr, SR 15.39/G3, Universitätsstraße 15, 8010 Graz / Termin 
vormerken 
Info: Institut für Soziologie / >> weitere Informationen 
 

 

Vorschau auf Vorträge und Veranstaltungen 
 

 

18. Österreichischer Kongress für Wirtschaftspädagogik: Theorie und Praxis im Dialog 
 

Das Institut für Wirtschaftspädagogik der Universität Graz lädt im Namen aller österreichischen WiPäd-
Standorte zum 18. Österreichischen Wipäd-Kongress ein. Dieser findet am Freitag, 25. April 2025 im 
RESOWI-Zentrum der Universität Graz statt. Der österreichische Wirtschaftspädagogik-Kongress bietet 
seit vielen Jahren ein akademisches Diskussionsforum zwischen Wissenschaft, Schule und Wirtschaft. 
Er ist daher ein beliebter Treffpunkt für einen Theorie-Praxis-Austausch für alle Teilnehmer:innen, 
insbesondere Wirtschaftspädagog:innen an berufsbildenden Schulen, Absolvent:innen der 
Wirtschaftspädagogik, alle Kolleg:innen von den Wirtschaftspädagogik-Standorten, Studierende sowie 
interessierte Personen aus Wissenschaft und Wirtschaft. Die vier österreichischen Wipäd-Standorte 
stellen ihre Arbeiten in Forschung und Praxis dar und diskutieren ihre Ergebnisse mit dem Publikum. 
 

Freitag, 25. April 2025, ab 08:30 Uhr, RESOWI-Zentrum, Bauteile C und E, Universitätsstraße 15, 8010 
Graz / Termin vormerken 
Anmeldung bis 31. März 2025 unter folgendem Link  
Info: Institut für Wirtschaftspädagogik 
 

 

Save the Date: Venturepreneurship Aula 
 

„Alter Wein in neuen Schläuchen? - Wie KI die Start-up Szene verändert.“ 
Neben den Start-Ups der Uni Graz dürfen wir den international bekannten Weinpionier Willi Opitz und 
den Co-Founder von AI Austria Clemens Wasner begrüßen. Die Moderation übernimmt Lorenz Wied-
Baumgartner, Bestsellerautor sowie Coach und Start-up Mentor. 
 

Montag, 5. Mai 2025 
Anmeldung / >> Link 
Info: Zentrum für Entrepreneurship und angewandte Betriebswirtschaftslehre 
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