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The Sentinel-6 / Jason-CS satellite was launched on 21 November 2020. Its prime focus is on 

altimetry measurements, but it also carries a radio occultation receiver. One week after launch, 

the TriG GNSS-RO instrument was switched on. The receiver tracks occultations from two 

GNSS, GPS and GLONASS. It has a requirement to provide at least 770 quality controlled 

occultations per day, but in general exceeds that.  

Contrary to other operational radio occultation missions, two product streams are available 

from the GNSS-RO instrument: (1) Near-Real-Time (NRT), provided by NASA/JPL; (2) Non-

Time-Critical (NTC), provided by EUMETSAT / ROM SAF. The NRT service has a timeliness of 

up to 3h, the NTC one is formally following the timeliness of altimeter products, with a 

requirement of 60 days. In reality, data is though available not later than 2-3 weeks.  

This presentation focusses on the NTC product stream, which is provided for climate and re-

analysis applications. It makes use of delayed GNSS orbit/clock information to obtain improved 

bending angle and higher processing level products. An overview of available products and 

auxiliary data is given, validation against the NRT stream as well as other operational missions 

like Metop/GRAS and COSMIC-2 are shown, comparisons of GPS versus GLONASS 

occultation quality analysed, some instruments issues are briefly discussed, and an outlook for 

future improvements will be given.


