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The Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich satellite was launched on November 21, 2020 as the first of 

two satellites to continue high-precision ocean altimetry measurements. As a secondary 

mission, the spacecraft carries a JPL radio occultation instrument to track GNSS satellites 

rising and setting across the Earth’s limb. The occultations are processed at JPL’s GDGPS 

operations centers in near-real-time (NRT) and have been distributed via NOAA in the BUFR 

format to numerical weather prediction centers on WMO’s Global Telecommunication Service 

since Aug 24, 2021. We review the NRT processing system and discuss its performance, 

including issues encountered and future work.


