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The eighth International Radio Occultation Working Group meeting was held on 15- 20 April 

2021. Travel and gathering restrictions imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic forced NOAA 

and UCAR to innovate by hosting a completely virtual meeting. Despite the challenging 

logistics, IROWG-8 provided a forum for sharing recent programmatic developments, 

operational and scientific results, technology advancements, and community-building 

measures. In addition to two parallel serial speaker presentation tracks, the virtual meeting 

featured a virtual poster session and four concurrent facilitated sessions for in-depth 

discussion among the RO community to develop recommendations on future direction and 

use of RO technology for environmental applications. Attendees widely praised the virtual 

meeting as a model for facilitated science workshops. This poster will describe NOAA and 

UCAR planning and organization of the IROWG-8 meeting, including the technologies that 

the team used and the lessons learned in hosting the first virtual international Radio 

Occultation Working Group meeting. 


