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Twenty years ago in September 2002, I was opening the first International Workshop on 

Occultations for Probing Atmosphere and Climate (OPAC1) in Graz, Austria, with a twelve-

slides welcome & introduction presentation “OPAC: Setting the Scene”. A written version 

derived from that presentation also served, under the same title, as the introductory article to 

the Springer Proceedings Book that well documented the status of and plans in the OPAC 

field at that time. 

In this talk I will use the original 2002 presentation, intentionally unmodified, and relations to 

the associated introductory article in the Proceedings Book, to reflect from my view on what 

we as “OPAC-IROWG scientific community” have achieved with reference to that scene 

painted in 2002 and what’s next if we refresh the scene. 

My overall aim for sharing reflections in this way is twofold: 1.) to contribute a bit to 

(re)vitalizing our broader awareness of the enormous utility that occultation data bear for 

applications in climate monitoring and research, atmospheric (re)analysis and numerical 

weather prediction, atmospheric physics, dynamics and chemistry, and also in the fields of 

ionospheric, space weather and planetary science. 2.) to contribute a bit to (re)raising our 

awareness on which of our research and application activities perhaps deserve highest and 

collective priority, if measured in terms of their value for user communities, and which are more 

driven by personal preferences and interests, including research topic inertia, and hence 

appear more off-track from user needs. 


