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Who am I…

• Researcher @ LMU Munich
• Field: Inclusive educational systems and 

systems and their development
• PhD in Special Education focussing on 

Learning and Intelligence Disabilities
• Special interest in Open Science in 

Research and Open Educational Resources
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…and what will I talk about?
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Basics first!
1. What is the UN CRPD?

2. What are Open Educational Resources?

3. OER for rights

4. OER about rights

How can OER contribute to human rights?
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What is the UN CRPD?

Dr. Nikola Ebenbeck - 05 May 2026

Figure: Voices on the CRPD, hi.org/crpd



What is the UN CRPD?
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Art. 30: Culture & Leisure

50 articles for every area of life

Art. 8: Awareness-raising

Art. 9: Accessibility

Art. 12 & 13 : Equal law 
and justice

Art. 14, 15, 16 : Liberty, 
security and freedom

Art. 19: Independence 
and Community

Art. 20 : Mobility

Art. 21 : Access to 
information

Art. 22 & 23: Privacy and 
home

Art. 27 : Work

Art. 24 : Education

Art. 29 : Political life

Nothing about 
us without us!

“ “



What is the UN CRPD?
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Article 24: Education
States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to education. […] States Parties 
shall ensure an inclusive education system at all levels and lifelong learning […]. In realizing 
this right, States Parties shall ensure that Persons with disabilities are not excluded from the 
general education system on the basis of disability […], that persons with disabilities can 
access inclusive, quality and free […] education […] in the communities in which they live, that 
reasonable accommodation of the individual's requirements is provided, (and) that persons 
with disabilities receive the support required within the general education system. […]

“
“

UN CRPD is an important legal milestone for the rights of people with disabilities, but 
implementing it is difficult. Rights on paper do not automatically lead to inclusion.

Similar problems all around the globe, when it comes to implementation of inclusive education.

Lang et al. (2011)

Byrne (2019), Winzer & Mazurek (2025)
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Expensive education is better education?
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Expensive product is often 
perceived as higher quality!

(also the same for clothes, 
medicine and other products…)



Expensive education is better education?
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Private Schools are not better than public schools



Expensive education is better education?

Dr. Nikola Ebenbeck - 05 May 2026

Costs of educational material in 
schools rose over the course of a 
year:

o Books: +3.8 %
o Paper products: +0.3 %
o Other writing material: +1.7 %

Traditional educational resources are often not accessible, expensive and not adaptable.
Also: Traditional educational resources are not per se more qualitative.



Expensive education is better education?
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Traditional educational resources are often not accessible, expensive and not adaptable.
Also: Traditional educational resources are not per se more qualitative.

www.spiegel.de (2026)

A textbook publisher is 
selling workbooks for 
inclusive classrooms 
that were created using 
generative AI and 
contain multiple errors.



What are Open Educational Resources?
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OER are teaching, learning and research materials that make use of appropriate tools, such as 
open licensing, to permit their free reuse, continuous improvement and repurposing by others 
for educational purposes. UNESCO (2019)

“
“Open educational resources are accessible, free and adaptable. 

Open question is about ensuring quality of OER.

OER as chance for inclusive education
&

Inclusive education as chance for OER
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OER for and about rights
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Art. 21 : Access to 
information

Art. 24 : Education

Art. 8: Awareness-raising

Art. 30: Culture & Leisure

Art. 9: Accessibility

Art. 12 & 13 : Equal law 
and justice

Art. 14, 15, 16 : Liberty, 
security and freedom

Art. 20 : Mobility

Art. 29 : Political life

Nothing about 
us without us!

“ “

Inclusivity as 
quality criterion 

for OER?

Contribution of 
OER to human 

rights!



OER for rights
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Art. 21 : Access to 
information

Art. 24 : Education

Art. 8: Awareness-raising

Art. 9: Accessibility

OER become rights-relevant when 
openness is used to remove barriers 

to learning and participation.

OER are not mentioned in UN CRPD, 
but they align with core principles:

Accessibility, non-discrimination, 
participation, equality of opportunity 

respect for diversity 



OER for rights
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Inclusive education requires: 

• access to learning opportunities 

• reasonable accommodation 

• individualized support 

• full participation 

• development of inclusive system

Article 24: Education

Example:
Mary’s 

Situation



OER for rights
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Mary’s Situation

• Chronical illnesses (needs sometimes wheelchair, 

no public transport, family has only one car)

• Multiple days at home → No lessons and no 

digital opportunity to join

• Open and free learning videos as main learning 

source at home! → Only few available



OER for rights
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Inclusive education requires: 

• access to learning opportunities 

• reasonable accommodation 

• individualized support 

• full participation 

• development of inclusive system

Article 24: Education
What OER can add:
• differentiated materials 
• multiple representations 
• flexible tasks formats 
• adaptation to individual needs 
• collaborative development
• Reduced dependency on 

standardized, non-adaptable 
material!



OER for rights
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Article 24: Education
Important:

Goal of Article 24 is not the “optimal learning material” but a 
change of school systems to be fully inclusive.

→ OER support Article 24 when they help transform learning 
environments rather than merely add materials to existing 
systems.



OER for rights
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Article 9 & 21: Accessibility & Information
Accessibility as precondition for participation
Access to information as human right

➢ accessible digital formats 

➢ screen-reader compatible documents 

➢ captions and transcripts 

➢ alternative text for images 

➢ plain language and Easy Read versions 

➢ sign language resources 

➢ compatibility with assistive technologies 

Inclusivity as 
quality criterion 

for OER?



OER about rights
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Making disability rights accessible for

➢ Students

➢ Teachers

➢ School leaders

➢ Higher educators

➢ Families and communities

OER can support the UN CRPD 
not only by enabling access to 
education, but by making 
disability rights, accessibility 
and inclusion visible, teachable 
and discussable.



OER about rights
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Article 8: Awareness

Article 8 aims to combat stereotypes, prejudices, harmful practices, deficit-

oriented views of disability 

Schools are central spaces for awareness-raising! 

OER can provide materials for disability rights education

  Awareness should not be a one-off campaign, but part of 

 curriculum, school culture and teacher education 



OER about rights
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Example: 

University of Columbia



OER about rights

Dr. Nikola Ebenbeck - 05 May 2026

Example: 

University of Columbia



OER about rights

Dr. Nikola Ebenbeck - 05 May 2026

Example: 

University of Columbia



OER about rights
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Whose knowledge counts?

Nothing about 
us without us!

“ “
Co-creating material about 

disability (rights) with 

persons with disabilities

Include lived experience, 

self-advocacy, community 

knowledge

Participatory design and 

participatory research

Make disabled authors, 

activists, scholars and 

students visible

Ensure materials are 

accessible to the 

communities they address



OER and Inclusive Education
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OER may be open and free, but not inclusive!

OER can promote inclusion because they are freely available, adaptable, and shareable.

However, OER are only inclusive if they are also designed to be accessible, for example:

• with captions,

• screen reader-compatible

• in plain language

• as audio, text, or video

• easy to find and 

• clearly structured.

Accessibility must not be an afterthought, but central to the design process from the start! 

→ Combine OER with Universal Design for Learning and Disability Justice. 

Johnsson & Abumeeiz (2023)



OER and Inclusive Education
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OER are a powerful tool for inclusion, but they are not automatically 
inclusive. Only when openness is combined with accessibility, 
adaptability, and disability justice can OER contribute to the 
implementation of the UN CRPD.
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