About Malcolm X and Martin Luther King

The tone of Malcolm X’s speech is very critical and aggressive. In "Whitened History" he appeals for more self-confidence and historical awareness, in the second part he criticizes the black people for the march on Washington.

Some arguments are very stupid. The “whitened history” is a huge inferiority complex. Sure, Africans have no history of their own in America except that they used to be slaves. The consequence is an uprooted community. If probably Africa is the cradle of mankind, if probably the first men were black, then probably the “human” race was born there and not the “black” race. He takes possession of common history. A 1,8 million year old history actually has no direct effect on our present, because a conscious history has existed since writing. The second part is more to my taste because he criticizes black and white. “It was that ‘Farce on Washington’, I call it.” – I like that cynicism. Cynicism is a good opportunity to express anger.

According to Malcolm X the march on Washington was a farce because the blacks were lulled and hoaxed, no politician changed his view and money was given and promised (if all went well).

X was, in contrast to King, not a patriot and he attacked his own people massively. King involved religion in his politics.

Whether I think it’s alright for black leaders to express anger or not? No because they are black! I’m joking. Why not? I don’t understand that question. Obviously it was not alright for their assassins.

Since a black uprising in Los Angeles in the 90s in consequence of police brutality, I heard nothing of a movement. In comparison to King’s and Malcolm’s age it turned quiet. Nobody succeeds them in same quality. Many blacks are successful actors, athletes and politicians, for example, but they don’t seriously care about that subject. On top of it the black community were outstripped by the Latinos. The new epidemic is poverty (about 35 million Americans) and it concerns all races. Maybe the racism has changed into a stereotype, but the consequences are the same. Anyhow, I’m not as optimistic as the poll handed out last class. When 34% of black children live in poverty, the median income of African Americans Is 60% of whites' and 12% of the black population between 20–39 are in prison, then is something wrong. However we call it: The black guy is still the bad guy.

Robert Stieber (2004/95)
* all statistics taken from U.S. Census Bureau and Bureau of Justice Statistics
