
“Fahrenheit 9/11” starts like a low budget comedy. Maybe the right name for it can be “stupid white man”. It tells the story of an average American failure with much money but no targets. But then some strong friends come and create a star out of this guy. From the son of a influential man to the world’s most powerful ruler. The story goes on and it’s getting more and more unlikely. First the faked election, terror 9/11, the wars, the national spying, the restrictions on privacy, the restriction of human rights, the arresting of innocent people and so on …

For me it was shocking that this is reality or a part of it. The view of Michael Moore isn’t balanced but the fact that everything you see is true, is horrible in my point of view.

The mother of democracies shows us how it shouldn’t work at all.

During the documentation for me it was often the same feeling. First I was laughing and then the shock … can it be true? You see a lot of single fates and very heart-rending situations. The film suggests a clear opinion of how Moore likes you to see the American situation. Of course you get his view but many different views can bring you close to objectivity. So it is a populist documentary about a very current subject. 

I saw it at the cinema and it was much better than on TV because after the movie you leave the room with other people who have the same “clear opinion of Bush”. (at least for this moment)

I think it’s a good counterweight to the conservative media in America. For Europeans the documentary shows more or less the direction of our media. So maybe we need a conservative counterpart to Michael Moore to get a more balanced point of view.

Last but not least this movie was useless for Kerry and the followers of the change idea (not for Moore because it is a big commercial success) because George Walker Bush is celebrating 4 more years.

I hope he learns and uses his 2Nd try to do it better.

Michael Herbst (2004/05)


