Fahrenheit 9/11                                                         by Robert Stieber (2004/05)
Two passenger airplanes crashed into the Twin Towers of World Trade Center, one in the Pentagon and another, probably one the way to the White House, on the ground. It was the morning of September 11th,  2001. USA was attacked by crafty terrorists. The whole world was shocked by the collapse of the burning towers. The  TV brought it live in our living room. The rest is history.

Film-maker Michael Moore is showing us three years afterward his personal view of the incident around this grave day. Moore with his very fashionable books and movies about “the weak Americans” and the inconsiderate capitalism is the most popular American in Europe.

He is getting approval across Europe. Even Cannes film festival agrees with the growing Anti-Americanism. Moore deals in Fahrenheit 9/11 with Bush’s election, the terrorist attack, economic and political involvement, and the people behind Bush up to the Iraq war.

But his documentary isn’t that kind of film at all, rather propaganda in private things and a cynical reckoning with George W. Bush. It’s a - politics, war, tears, social criticism and, of course, money - staccato with too much polemic. To take action against this elite is very brave, important and right but in spite of everything Fahrenheit 9/11 is almost plain entertainment. Perhaps I am cynical anyway but I can’t hear these endless discussions about: “regressive security policy, media - manipulation - fear, fundamentalism, Saudis, war on terror, Osama bin Laden, the world has changed and so on”, any more!

We have waited for such a man who encourages our prejudice. Up and chase after him! Present him with a Golden Palm!

That is a clear statement about us Europeans.

Sorry Mr. Moore that’s cheap even if I am on your side.

There are Americans like Benjamin R. Barber, Eric Schlosser or the Swiss Jean Ziegler, for example, who are doing great and serious work on issues like this.
