Circumstances
They fought for their country

Says the medal

The father got during the first world war

And which still hangs framed

On the bedroom wall.

They were well educated

Say the many books

On the shelves and

The pictures on the walls tell

That they appreciated arts

As well as the tickets for the opera do

Which are still in a drawer of the secretary.

They were proud of their children

Say the photographs on the mantelpiece

Showing a boy rewarded a prize at school

And two little girls dancing ballet.

They were tidy people
Says the orderly flat, which still

Smells slightly like furniture polish

Although now a layer of dust 

Covers all the surfaces.

They were religious

Says the scroll of holy scriptures

Which now lies

Half burned in a corner.

They didn't leave voluntarily

Says the scattered pair of glasses

On the floor and

A little girl's tiny shoe

In the hall.

They died violently

Says the yellow star

Painted on the front door.

We didn't know anything about this

Say their next door neighbours

Joining a whole nation

Wondering

How such terrible things

Could have happened.

