The US Election - 2008
· Background Information / The Electoral System
   Identify and explain the two mistakes in the following sentence:
  "One election will be held on November 4th and the winner will 
       be the person who gets the most votes."

(If you don't understand the American electoral system or why I'm asking this question, watch the following short video called "Campaign Strategy" at: http://www.pbs.org/newshour/thenews/thevote/list.php )

· The Two Major Candidates (out of Ten)
Links to Convention Speeches:
	http://elections.nytimes.com/2008/president/conventions/videos/20080904_MCCAIN_SPEECH.html 


	http://elections.nytimes.com/2008/president/conventions/videos/20080828_OBAMA_SPEECH.html 
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Source: League of Women Voters – (http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Voter_Information)
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 The Issues ("It's the economy, stupid")
The list on the left shows all the issues (and possible non-issues – see the last section of this worksheet) that have been discussed in the past few months. Use the list to do the tasks on the right.

	Abortion

Afganistan

Character

China

Cuba

Darfur

Death Penalty

Defense
Deficit

Economy

Education

Election Reform

Energy

Environment

Food Prices

Free Trade

Gas Prices

Gun Rights/Control

Health Care

Homeland Security

Homelessness

Immigration

Iran

Iraq

Israel

Marriage (same sex ~)
Minimum Wage

Nuclear Proliferation

Osama Bin Laden

Poverty
Presidential Power

Privacy

Race / Racism

Religion

Social Security

Stem Cell Research

Supreme Court

Taxes

Vice-president

(War on) Terrorism

War on Drugs
	A) Choose your own personal top 5 issues – i.e. which of these topics would have the biggest influence on how you voted?



_______________________________



_______________________________



_______________________________



_______________________________



_______________________________

B) Choose the 5 issues that you think will be most important to Americans and that will determine the outcome of the election. (Try to put them in order with #1 being the most important.)



_______________________________



_______________________________



_______________________________



_______________________________



_______________________________

  (If you are interested in seeing the two major candidates' views on 
     many of these topics, you can look at either of these sites:
http://2008election.procon.org/viewresource.asp?resourceID=1561
http://edition.cnn.com/ELECTION/2008/issues/
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The Money
In US elections it seems that the old cliché "Money talks" is especially true and Barack Obama's ability to raise money is becoming the stuff of legends – he has already broken every record there is. The most important aspect of the Money Issue is the question of who is giving it to each candidate.  The two charts below show the groups that are most partisan – that means they give heavily and consistently to one party. What do you notice when you compare the two lists?

Top Democrat Supporters:

	Industry
	Dems
	Dem Pct
	GOP Pct
	Top Recipient

	Democratic/Liberal 
	$13,846,049
	100%
	0%
	Barack Obama (D)

	Industrial Unions 
	$6,733,810
	97%
	3%
	Tom Udall (D-NM)

	Bldg Trade Unions 
	$9,260,432
	90%
	10%
	Donald J. Cazayoux (D-La)

	Public Sector Unions 
	$7,934,961
	88%
	12%
	Donald J. Cazayoux (D-La)

	Education 
	$20,941,339
	85%
	15%
	Barack Obama (D)

	Transport Unions 
	$8,055,377
	84%
	16%
	Steven C. LaTourette (R-Ohio)

	Publishing 
	$7,349,164
	78%
	22%
	Barack Obama (D)

	Lawyers/Law Firms 
	$77,610,141
	77%
	23%
	Barack Obama (D)

	TV/Movies/Music 
	$15,388,897
	77%
	23%
	Barack Obama (D)

	Civil Servants 
	$8,538,142
	73%
	27%
	Barack Obama (D)

	Business Services 
	$17,896,123
	71%
	29%
	Barack Obama (D)

	Computers/Internet 
	$12,111,035
	68%
	32%
	Barack Obama (D)

	Hospitals/Nurs Homes 
	$8,053,654
	66%
	34%
	Barack Obama (D)

	Securities/Invest 
	$33,869,286
	64%
	36%
	Barack Obama (D)

	Health Professionals 
	$25,402,405
	59%
	41%
	Barack Obama (D)


 Top Republican Supporters:

Formularende

	Industry
	Repubs
	Dem Pct
	GOP Pct
	Top Recipient

	Repub/Conservative 
	$9,780,410
	0%
	100%
	John McCain (R)

	Oil & Gas 
	$9,599,852
	27%
	73%
	John McCain (R)

	Automotive 
	$5,572,956
	35%
	65%
	John McCain (R)

	General Contractors 
	$6,735,850
	41%
	59%
	John McCain (R)

	Leadership PACs 
	$10,299,158
	43%
	57%
	Susan Collins (R-Maine)

	Air Transport 
	$4,572,339
	49%
	51%
	John McCain (R)

	Electric Utilities 
	$6,283,830
	50%
	50%
	Barack Obama (D)

	Misc Mfg/Distrib 
	$5,758,787
	50%
	50%
	John McCain (R)

	Insurance 
	$12,154,079
	51%
	49%
	John McCain (R)

	Retired 
	$48,125,530
	52%
	48%
	John McCain (R)

	Commercial Banks 
	$9,212,962
	52%
	48%
	Barack Obama (D)

	Crop Production 
	$4,579,788
	52%
	48%
	John McCain (R)

	Pharm/Health Prod 
	$6,790,079
	53%
	47%
	Barack Obama (D)

	Misc Finance 
	$10,453,262
	54%
	46%
	John McCain (R)

	Retail Sales 
	$4,448,601
	54%
	46%
	Barack Obama (D)


· The Non-Issues (Much Discussed Topics in the Media)

The following points are for those students who are very very interested in politics and this election. We will talk about some of this in class, but you are not expected to do all of this work in advance . . . unless you want to . . . 
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1) The Palin Problem

John McCain's pick of Sarah Palin for Vice-president seemed great at first, but it (or she) has turned into his biggest liability. See how and why in these videos:
Cafferty on Palin:

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2008/09/26/jack-cafferty-if-sarah-pa_n_129724.html 

Palin / Couric Interview – on Russia and Foreign Policy Experience:

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2008/09/25/palin-talks-russia-with-k_n_129318.html
Tina Fey as Palin (Couric interview spoof):

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2008/09/27/tina-fey-as-sarah-palin-k_n_129956.html 

[image: image6.png]Obama Raises $150 Million In September

JIM KUHNHENN | October 19, 2008 10:04 AM EST ||

WASHINGTON — Barack Obama raised more
than $150 million in September, a stunning and
unprecedented eruption of political giving that has
given him a wide spending advantage over rival
John McCain.

The Democrat's campaign released the figure
Sunday, one day before it must file a detailed
report of its monthly finances with the Federal

Election Commission.

Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Barack Obama, D-
TIL, addresses the crowd during a rally at the Liberty
Memorial Saturday, Oct. 13, 200 in Kansas City. Mo. (% Obama's money is fueling a vast campaign

Photo/Charlie Riedel) G e -~ s
operation in an expanding field of competitive

states. It also has underwritten a wave of both national and targeted video advertising unseen
before in a presidential contest.

Campaign manager David Plouffe, in an e-mail to supporters Sunday morning, said the
campaign had added 632,000 new donors in September, for a total of 3.1 million contributors
to the campaign. He said the average donation was $86.
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2) The Bradley Effect / Race versus Racism  
The biggest question in people's minds is how race 
will effect the election. Actually there are two issues 
here: how will race affect peoples' vote and how 
will racism affect it. Do you think there are more 
people worried about race or about racism in the 

US?

Further complicating the issue are persistent rumors about Obama being an Arab, a Muslim, unpatriotic, a terrorist sympathizer, a terrorist himself, or - worst of all – a socialist! 
"Who is Barack Obama?" (McCain Campaign Ad- "Dangerous"):

http://elections.nytimes.com/2008/president/advertising/ads/6757922-john-mccain-dangerous
Olbermann on racism / anger in McCain Campaign:

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2008/10/14/olbermann-special-comment_n_134714.html
Campbell Brown on Muslim / Arab "slurs":

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2008/10/14/campbell-brown-hits-back_n_134486.html
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3) "Joe the Plumber" and Taxes

It is often said that Americans care less about black and white than they do about green. Is "socialism" a dirty word in the US? What about "redistributing the wealth" or "spreading the wealth around a little"?
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2008/10/19/colin-powell-endorses-oba_n_135895.html  
http://edition.cnn.com/video/#/video/politics/2008/10/19/sot.obama.socialism.cnn
http://edition.cnn.com/2008/POLITICS/10/18/campaign.wrap/index.html
4) "Too close to call" (Is this really such a close election as the media keep saying?)
The elections in 2000 and 2004 came down to a very few votes in just one or two states. Is that the case this year? Compare the Electoral Vote Graphs and maps for 2004 and 2008:
On the closeness of the election:

http://www.electoral-vote.com/evp2008/Pres/ec_graph-2008.html 

http://www.270towin.com/
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5) Voter Fraud (versus Voter Suppression)
This is a topic for those who really understand the intricacies of US politics. In a nutshell, evidence and the statements of the candidates suggest that the Democrats are trying to get as many people as possible to vote and the Republicans are doing the opposite. Why would one party put so much emphasis and effort into making people suspicious of new registrations and votes being cast? 

Rachel Maddow Show on Voter Fraud / Supression

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vm3KCEkZbMc 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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